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           NP 1. 

 
 

Minutes of a ‘Zoom’ Meeting of the 
HIGHWORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (HNP) WORKING PARTY           

Thursday 8 September 2020 
 
 
In attendance: - 
 
In the Chair:  Councillor (Mrs) M Penny at the beginning of the meeting. 
 
Councillors:     A Bishop 

P Newton-Smith 
K Smith  

      (Miss) J Murphy 
      R Williams  
      K Barber 
       
       
Co-opted Member    (Mrs) P Webster 
 
Swindon Borough Council D Dewart (Development & Performance Management, 

Planning) 
 
Highworth Town Council (HTC):   D Lane (Town Clerk) 
      M Keymer (host and Deputy Town Clerk) 
       
       
 
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 
1. Councillor (Mrs) M Penny notified the Working Party of her intention to step down from it due to 

her work commitments at Swindon Borough Council as Cabinet Member for Highways, 
Maintenance and Waste Services. 

 
 Resolved by Councillor K Smith and seconded by Councillor P Newton-Smith that Councillor 

(Miss) J Murphy be elected as Chair of the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan Working Party.  Of the 
Councillors able to vote, 3 voted in favour and 3 abstained. Councillor (Miss) J Murphy was duly 
elected Chair of the Working Party.  

 

http://www.highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Wassenberg.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Blason_ville_fr_Pontorson_(Manche).svg
http://www.highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk/
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APOLOGIES  

 
2. None. 
 
 
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 
 
3. Councillor K Smith offered to be Vice-Chair, four Councillors voted in favour and he was duly  
            elected. 
 
 
RE-ADOPTION OF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 
4. Councillors agreed to re-adopt the Terms of Reference with the intention of reviewing the number 

of Members at a future meeting.  It was noted that Councillor R Williams does not intend to attend 
every Meeting, although as Chair of the Full Council, he can do so should he wish.  With the 
appointment of Councillor (Mrs) K Barber, there would ordinarily be 5 voting Members. 

 
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 
5. The Minutes from the Meeting held on 25 June 2020 were accepted.  It was agreed however that 

it should be noted that although there is no requirement to review the Neighbourhood Plan, it 
loses some of its value if it is not reviewed.  The three levels of modification are Minor, Material or 
a complete change.  The Working Party was reminded that it had agreed a preference for a Minor 
Review (subject to confirmation from Phil Smith as to what is actually required).  

 
  
MATTERS ARISING 
 
6. Action Points from the Meeting held on 25 June 2020:- 

• The Podium is now being used by local businesses 

• Councillor (Mrs) M Penny has received an email from Ms Gee and is to forward it to the 
Clerk to send out to the other Members, 

• The draft Statement has been sent out to Members and is Agenda item 8 

• An email from the Cycling group has been sent to members by Councillor (Mrs) M Penny. 
This group can review Policy 6, but any actions will need to be considered by Full Council 
Environment & Leisure. 

 
Councillor P Newton-Smith confirmed that a number of people have approached him regarding 
Cycle paths within Highworth, and that Jake Tremblin has offered to do some further research to 
that sent by Deb Tremblin to Councillor (Mrs) M Penny. 

 
 
HIGHWORTH’S INFRASTRUCTURE AND IT’S DEFICIENCIES 
 
7. David Dewart from SBC told the Working Party that SBC is working on an Infrastructure Delivery 

Plan (IDP) to identify the infrastructure needed to support growth.  It is recognised that a 
Boroughwide IDP will not capture the specific needs of Highworth.  Highworth is quite self-
contained and so infrastructure planning for Highworth needs to be more bespoke, for example, 
Primary Schools. 

  
 



            NP3. 
 
Consultations have been sent to the Utility Companies and to other Council departments, such as 
Highways, Drainage etc. it is largely a ‘top down’ review by SBC Officers, this Working Party 
would have more local knowledge. 

 
 He told the group that it should be a ‘living document’ and that it is hoped that the draft is 

completed by the end of September.  It should inform the housing allocations in the draft Local 
Plan and provide evidence when negotiating s106 contributions for infrastructure.  SBC and the 
Utility Companies have the technical knowledge, but the Town Council has the local knowledge 
of what is needed and how to prioritise ‘need to have’ over ‘nice to have’. 

 Councillor (Mrs) M Penny asked if Highworth to Blunsdon road is included in the review as it is 
not fit for purpose. 

 The group was told that the Cold Harbour is an ongoing piece of work as it is at capacity. 
 
 After the draft has been completed it is hoped that an interactive meeting is held with the Town 

Council to share what has been done. 
 
 He told the group that the primary drive is to take into account what the town will need, trying to 

plan positively rather than reacting to developments. 
 
 SBC is having discussions with Thames Water over the recent flooding issues in Highworth. 
 
 Councillors wanted to know if deficiencies in the infrastructure are identified, would this have a 

bearing on consideration of current and future applications. 
 
 Mr Dewart admitted that the timing isn’t great with respect to managing the Gladmans planning 

application.  Mr Dewart also noted that new transport modelling system has been commissioned, 
which is a separate piece of work and likely to take several months before it can be used. An 
update is to be requested from David Dewart on the progress of this plan for the next Working 
Party Meeting. 

 
LATEST GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE FAST TRACKING OF THE PLANNNING 

PROCESS 
 
8. A copy of the White paper has been sent to all Councillors and is an Agenda item on the 

Planning Meeting to be held this evening.  It is a paper to completely overhaul the Planning 
System and is likely to have a huge impact on the Neighbourhood Plan.  Essentially areas are 
likely to be ‘Zoned’ into one of three categories, ‘Growth’, ‘Renewal’ or ‘Protected’. 

 
 ‘Growth’ zones will have presumed permission with the local community input limited to how 

development will look.  ‘Renewal’ zones are those identified that could be improved upon and 
‘Protected’ areas would be the places that this Council may wish to concentrate on first.   

 
            The planning system is to be made more ‘digital’, affecting how people are able to engage with 

Planners. 
 
 The Consultation runs for twelve weeks from 6th August and is to be an agenda item at the next 

NHPWP meeting to consider a response from this Council.   
 
 A further agenda item is to be the impact that the recommendations put forward in the White 

Paper would have on Highworth, and the review of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
 An Officer from SBC Forward Planning is to be invited to the next Neighbourhood Plan meeting,  
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MOVING FORWARD PLANS FOR SWINDON STREET 
 
9. Councillor K Smith has produced a short document outlining aspirations, proposals and reasons 

for improvements to Swindon Street.  As Russell Weymouth has left SBC it has not been 
possible to arrange for an improved visual presentation of ideas for the street.  The Clerk is to  

 arrange for someone to be engaged to undertake this work on the Councils behalf using some of 
the money agreed in the precept for the purpose of funding cost of the Neighbourhood Plan, 
ideally before the next meeting.   
 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
10. a.  Councillor K Smith.  Members of the Working Party thanked Councillor (Mrs) M Penny for all  
            the work that she has contributed to the Neighbourhood Plan since the beginning in 2012. 
 
 b.  (Mrs) P Webster.  Councillors agreed that she work with Councillor K Smith on ideas for  
            Swindon Street. 
 
 c.  Councillor (Miss) J Murphy.  A written plan of what the Working Party is working on is to be  
            drafted and presented to Full Council Planning to ensure that all Councillors are aware of what is  
            being done by the group. 
 

d.  Councillor P Newton-Smith.  Councillors agreed that the Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Working Party be distributed to all Councillors after each meeting and a report to Full Council 
when applicable.  

 
DATE FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
 
11.  The next scheduled meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 6 October 2020 at 10.00am. 

 
 
 

Meeting closed 11.30 am 
 

 
 
ACTION POINTS 
 

• Councillor (Mrs) M Penny is to forward it to the Clerk the email that she has received from Ms 
Gee following the last Meeting, so that he may send out to the other Members, 
 

• An update is to be requested from David Dewart on the progress of this plan for the next Working 
Party Meeting, 

 

• The Planning White Paper Consultation to be an agenda item at the next NHPWP meeting to 
consider a response from this Council.   
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• The impact of the proposed recommendations put forward in the Planning White Paper would 
have on Highworth, and the review of the Neighbourhood Plan is to be an agenda item for the 
next meeting. 
 

• An Officer from SBC Forward Planning is to be invited to the next Neighbourhood Plan meeting 
 

• A new ‘concept’ drawing of Swindon Street is to be commissioned 
 

• Councillors (Miss) J Murphy and K Smith are to prepare a draft plan for the coming year for the 
next Planning Meeting. 
 

  

 


