Highworth Town Council

Notice of the audit and right to inspect the Annual Governance &

Accountability Return

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2022

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S1 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Highworth Town Council for the year ended
31 March 2022 has been carried out but cannot be completed for the
reasons stated in the external auditor report. The accounts have been
published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Highworth
Town Councii on application to:
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3.  Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £0.50(c) for each
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return,

Announcement made by: (d) Deexuit. Cesbe , Toyvany UaEC

Date of announcement: {e) I ~LEovemZaL - 2oz

Notes

This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 Seplember. This must
Include publication on the
smaller authority’s wabsite.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Motice for; the AGAR and
external audilor report must be
publicly avallable for 5 years.

{a) Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government eleclors should
apply to Inspect the AGAR

(b} Insert the hours dusing which
inspection rights may be
exercised

{c) Inser a reasenable sum for
copying costs

(d} Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

{e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice
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Saction 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2021722

We aclnowledge as the members of:
Highworth Town Counell
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal contro, including arrangements for

the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2022, that;

cans 'H'iég_f_br:s .jJuI{'mr_r'ljf:_ -

1. Wa hava put In place arangemants for effeclive financlal prepared lts accounting stalements in gocardanca
management during the year, and far the preparalion of v with the Accounls arid Audif Regulations.
the accounting stdtemants. ) o

2, Wa malntalned an adequiate systetn of internal gantrol mada proper arrangemants and accepled rasponsibllity
Including imaasures deslgned to prevent and detact fraud v | for safeguarding the public monsy and resaurces In
and corruption and reviewed iis sffacliveness. its charge.

3. Wa took all reasonable steps to assure oupselves hag only done whal it has fe lagal power 1o do and has
that thera are no matters of actual or potentlal comphed with Proper Pracfloes in dolng s0.
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper v
Practices that could hava a slgnificant financlal effect
an the abliity of this authorily lo condscl its X
businass er manage lts finances. . . )

4, We provided proper opportunity during the year for during the year gave all patsons Interosted the opportunity fo
tha exarclse of electors' rights in accordance with the v Inspac! and ask questions sbout this authority's accounts,
requiramants of the Accounts and Audit Regulations,

%. We carled out an assessment of the risks facing thls . considered and doctinenled the financlal and ofher risks it
authority and took appropriate sfeps to mahage those Vv faces and dealt with them prope:ly.
risks, Including the Introduction of Internal controla andfor
external Insurance cover where required. L

6. We maintalned throughout the year an adaquate and arranged for a compglent parson, Independsit of the flnanclal
effectiva system of Intemal audit of the accounting v conlrols dnd praceduras, fo give an ohfsotive view on whether
racords and control systems, ) . Jiternal controls meel the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate actlon on all matters ralsed v responded lo matters brought lo s atisntion by internal end
In reports from Intémal and external audlt. o _ . | external audit

8, We consldered whalher any litigailon, llabilities or disclosed evarylhing il should have about lts business activily
commitments, events or transactions, accurring elther during #he year including evants {aking place aflor the year

. during or after the year-end, hava a financlal lmpact en v end If relevant.
this authority and, where appropriale, have Inciuded therm
in the accounting statements. .. .

8, {For local counclls enly) Trust-funds Including | has mef all of ifs responsibiiltles where, as a body
charitable. In our capaclty as the sofe managing, corporate, it Is a sole managing trustee of a local
trustee we discharged our accountabllity g lrus! or trusts,
responstbllities for the fund(s)fassels, néluding
financlal faporling and, If required, indepandent
examinalian or audit.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each "No' respanse and describe how the .
authority wifl address the wealknesses identifled. These sheets must ba published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved ata Signad by the Chalrman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the autharity on: | approval was given: '
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2021/22 for

Highworth Town Coungll

Year ending -

31 March
2021 _ 2

31 March -

| Notes and guidanee
1 Please round all figures lo nearest £1. Do not leave any
' es blonk and report £0 or Nil bajlances. All figures must

AT S £ ‘agree.lo underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought o "~ | Totat batances and reserves at the beginning of )

forward 354,683 360,836 as recorded In the financial records. Value must-agrée to
_ 't Box 7 of pravious year.

2. {+) Precapt or Retes and ‘ 1 Tolal amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and lavies)

Levies 497,000 591,250 recelvad or recelvabla in the year. Exclude any grants
‘ received.
3. (+) Total other receipts , Total Income or recelpls as recorded In the cashbook legs
. 138,917 130,329 the precept or ratesfievies recelved (line 2). Include any
. grants recefved.
4. (-) Staff costs Tolal expenditure or payments mada to and on behalf
e of all employees. Include gross salarlas and wages,
344,010 426,271 employers NI contributions, employars pension’
cantributions, gratulties and severance payments.

B. (-) Loan Interest/capltal Total expendiiure or payments of capital and Interest
repayments 0 Q| made during the year on the authotily’s borrowings (if any).

8, (-) All other payments _ Total expenditure or paymanis as racordad In the cash-

285,763 349,518] book less staff casls {line 4) and foan interest/capital
repayments {line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reservas af the end of the year. Must
forward 360,836 306,626] equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total valua of cash and | The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term Invesiments 364,115 326,990| holdings and short term investmants held as af 31 March —

To agree with bank raconeillation.

9. Total flxed assets plus The value of all the properiy the authority owns ~ if is made
long term Investments 1,395,874 1,641,663] up of all its fixed assets and long term inyestments as at
and assels 31 March,

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

0 O from third parties {including PWLB).

11. {For Local Counclis Only) | The Council, as a body corporats, acls as sofe truslee for
Disclosure note re Trust funds and Is responsible for rianaging Trust funds or assels.
{Including charitable) | N.B. The figures in the accounting stataments above do

| not Include any Trust transactions.

1 certify that for the year ended 31 March 2022 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountahbility
Return have baén prapared on gither a recslpts and paymetits
or indome and expenditure basls following the guldance In
Governances and Accountabllity for Smalter Authorilles - a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Praclices and present fairly
the financiatl position of this authorlty.

Sighed by Responsible Financlal Officer before being
presented to the authority forapproval

Date | 7\ TOE 20272

1 confin that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

2| - DORIE 202
as racorded in minute reference:
oLk Couractl MINUTE. 86

Slgned by Chairman of the meeting where the Accouriting
Statements wera approved

__:J-JM " --  boiloo P
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2021/22
Inrespectof = i " Highworth Town Council -WI0122 -

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO).
A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that
such an audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nhao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

= summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2022; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors.

2 External auditor report 2021/22

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR}),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR Is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The smaller authority has submitted Its AGAR and supporting documentation prior to 30 September 2022; however, we have not been
able to complete our review werk in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in Hine with statutory
requirements. Once we have completed our review a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detalling any
qualifications and ‘other' matters.

Cur fee note for the fimited assurance review will be issued when we cerlify completion.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which wa draw to the attention of the authority:

Please see above.

3 External auditor certificate 2021/22

We do not certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the
year ended 31 March 2022

We do not cerlify completion because:

We have not baen able to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority to publish the required documentation in line
with statutory requirements.

External Auditor Signature
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