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Deanne Rose - Highworth

SM-NE-Consultations (NE) <consultations@ naturalengland.org.uk>

From:

Sent: 21 June 2024 07:14

To: Deanne Rose - Highworth

Subject: Consultations Response - Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2 - Pre-submission
Regulation 14 Consultation

Attachments: 476325 NE Response.pdf

For the attention of Deanne Rose

Please find Natural England’s response in relation to the above mentioned consultation attached.

i_:)ﬂj / 5§ 7,:_)/\‘}\';( A

Kind regards, 23\ o2
Sally Wintle o Conlpa O
OEA |

Officer — National Operations & Delivery
Consultations Team

Natural England

County Hall

Spetchley Road

Worcester

WRS 2NP

Tel 0300 0603900

mail to: consultations@naturalengland.org.uk
www.gov.ulinatural-england

Thriving Nature

for people and planet

Natural England offers two chargeable services - the Discretionary Advice Service, which provides
pre-application and post-consent advice on planning/licensing proposals to developers and
consultants, and the Pre-submission Screening Service for European Protected Species mitigation
licence applications. These services help applicants take appropriate account of environmental
considerations at an early stage of project development, reduce uncertainty, the risk of delay and
added cost at a later stage, whilst securing good results for the natural environment.

For further information on the Discretionary Advice Service see here
For further information on the Pre-submission Screening Service see here

_<
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Date: 21 June 2024 % W‘l

Ourref: 476325
Your ref: Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2

NATURAL
ENGLAND

Ms Deanne Rose Hombeam House
Highworth Town Council Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
Crewe
Cheshi
BY EMAIL ONLY oprmibole)
cle i il.gov.uk T 0300 0G0 3800

Dear Ms Rose
Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2 - Pre-submission Regulation 14 Consultation

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 10 May 2024.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, thereby

contributing to sustainable development.

Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning and must be consulted on draft
neighbourhood development plans by the Parish/Town Councils or Neighbourhood Forums where they

consider our interests would be affected by the proposals made.

Natural England does not have any specific comments on this draft neighbourhood plan.

However, we refer you to the attached annex which covers the issues and opportunities that should be
considered when preparing a Neighbourhood Plan and to the following information.

Natural England does not hold information on the location of significant populations of protected species, so
is unable to advise whether this plan is likely to affect protected species to such an extent as to require a
Slrategcc Environmental Assessment. Funher m!ormalson on prolected species and development is included

n Natural i i tected s

Furthermore, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all environmental assets.
The-plan may have environmental impacts on priority species and/or habitats, local wikilife sites, soils and
best and most versatile agricultural land, or on local landscape character that may be sufficient to warrant a
Strategic Environmental Assessment, Information on ancient woadland, ancient and veteran trees is set out

in Natural England/Forestry Commission standing advice.

We therefore recommend that advice is sought from your ecological, landscape and soils advisers, local
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local solls, best and most versatile agricultural land,
landscape, geodiversity and biodiversity receptors that may be affected by the plan before determining
whether a Strategic Environmental Assessment is necessary.

Natural England reserves the right to provide further advice on the enviranmental assessment of the plan.
This includes any third party appeal against any screening decision you may make. If an Strategic
Environmental Assessment is required, Natural England must be consulted at the scoping and environmental

report stages.

For any further consultations on your plan, please contact: tions: turalengland.org,uk,

Yours sincerely
Sally Wintle
Consultations Team
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Annex 1 - Neighbourhood planning and the natural environment: information, issues and
opportunities

Natural environment information sources

The Magic' website will provide you with much of the nationally held natural environment data for your plan
area. The most relevant layers for you to consider are: Agricultural Land Classification, Anclent
Woodland, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Local Nature Reserves, National Parks (England),
National Trails, Priority Habitat Inventory, public rights of way (on the Ordnance Survey base map)
and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (including their impact risk zones). Local environmental record
centres may hold a range of additional information on the natural environment. A list of local record centres
is available from the Association of Local Environmental Records Cenlres |

Priority habitats are those habitats of particular importance for nature conservation, and the list of them can
be found here?. Most of these will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, on the Magic
website or as Local Wildlife Sites. Your local planning authorily should be able to supply you with the
locations of Local Wildlife Sites.

National Character Areas (NCAs) divide England into 159 distinct natural areas. Each character area is
defined by a unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and cultural and economic activity.
NCA profiles contain descriptions of the area and statements of environmental opportunity, which may be
useful to inform proposals in your plan. NCA information can be found here®,

There may also be a local landscape character assessment covering your area. This is a lool lo help
understand the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and identify the features that give it a
sense of place. It can help to inform, plan and manage change in the area. Your local planning authority
should be able to help you access these if you can't find them online,

If your neighbourhood planning area is within or adjacent to a National Park or Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB), the relevant National Park/AONB Management Plan for the area will set out useful
information about the protected landscape. You can access the plans on from the relevant National Park
Authority or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty website.

General mapped information on soil types and Agricultural Land Classification is available (under

'landscape’) on the Magic® website and also from the LandIS websile’, which contains more information
about obtaining soil data.

Natural environment issues to consider

The National Planning Policy Framework® sets out national planning policy on protecting and enhancing the
natural environment. Planning Practice Guidance’ sets out supporting guidance.

You anning authority should be able to ide with r i o
your plan or order on the natural environment and the need for any environmental assessments
Landscape

Your plans or orders may present opportunities o protect and enhance locally valued landscapes. You may
want to consider identifying distinctive local landscape features or characteristics such as ponds, woodland
or dry stone walls and think aboul how any new development proposals can respect and enhance local
landscape character and distinctiveness

If you are proposing development within or close to a protected landscape (National Park or Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty) or other sensitive location, we recommend thal you carry oul a landscape
assessment of the proposal. Landscape assessments can help you to choose the most appropriate sites for
development and help to avoid or minimise impacts of development on the landscape through careful siting,
design and landscaping.

Y



" Wildlife habitats

Some proposals can have adverse impacts on designated wildlife sites or other priority habitats (listed here®),
such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest or Ancient woodland®. I there are likely to be any adverse impacts
you'll need to think about how such impacts can be avoided, mitigated or, as a last resort, compensated for.

Priority and protected species

You'll also want to consider whether any proposals might affect priority species (listed here 9) or protected
species. To help you do this, Natural England has produced advice here'! to help understand the impact of
particular developments on protected species.

Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land

Soil is a finite resource that fulfils many important functions and services for society. Itis a growing medium

for food, timber and other crops, a store for carbon and water, a reservoir of biodiversity and a buffer against
pollution. If you are proposing development, you should seek to use areas of poorer quality agricultural land

in preference to that of a higher quality in line with National Planning Palicy Framework para 112, For more

information, see Guide to assessing development proposals on agricultural land 2,

Improving your natural environment

Your plan or order can offer exciting opportunities to enhance your local environment and should provide net
gains for biodiversity in line with the National Planning Policy Framework. If you are setting out policies on
new development or proposing sites for development, you should follow the bicdiversity mitigation hierarchy
and seek to ensure impacts on habitats are avoided or minimised before considering opportunities for
biodiversity enhancement. You may wish to consider identifying what environmental features you want to be
retained or enhanced or new features you would like to see created as part of any new development and how
these could contribute to biodiversity net gain and wider environmental goals.

Opportunities for environmental enhancement might include:

« Restoring a neglected hedgerow,

« Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site.

« Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local landscape.
« Using native plants in landscaping schemes for belter nectar and seed sources for bees and birds.
« Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings.

¢ Think about how lighting can be best managed to reduce impacts on wildlife.

L]

-

Adding a green roof to new buildings.
Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way.

Site allocations should be supported by a baseline assessment of biodiversity value. The statutory

Biodiversity Metric may be used to understand the number of biodiversity units present on allocated sites.
For small development allocations the Small Sites Melric may be used. This is a simplified version of the
statutory Biodiversity Metric and is designed for use where certain criteria are met. Further information on

biodiversity net gain including planning practice quidance can be found here

You may also want to consider enhancing your local area in other ways, for example by:

¢ Setting out in your plan how you would like to implement elements of a wider Green Infrastructure

Strategy (if one exists) in your community.

* Assessing needs for accessible greenspace and setting out proposals to address any deficiencies or
enhance provision, Natural England's Green Infrastructure Framework sets out further information on
green infrastructure standards and principles

e ldentifying green areas of particular importance for special protection through Local Green Space
designation (see Planning Practice Guidance™).

* Managing existing (and new) public spaces to be more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild flower
strips in less used parts of parks or on verges, changing hedge cutting timings and frequency).

Y P



« Planting additional street trees.

« ldentifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network, e.g. culting back hedges,
improving the surface, clearing litter or installing kissing gates) or extending the network to create
missing links.

« Resloring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a2 prominent hedge that is in poor
condition, or clearing away an eyesore),

Natural England's Environmental Benefils from Nature tool may be used to identify opportunities to enhance

wider benefits from nature and to aveid and minimise any negative impacts. Itis designed to work alengside
the statutory Biodiversity Melric and is available as a beta test version,

Y 2
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GARY LLEWELLYN
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING SERVICES

50 The Willows, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7PH
Telephone: 01793 766979 Mobile E-mail: gary.llewelivn@hatmail.co.uk

REPRESENTATIONS ON THE
HIGHWORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 2 2022-2037 (HNP2)
REGULATION 14 CONSULTATION DRAFT

INTRODUCTION

A comprehensive review has been made of the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan (HNP2). This
representation (support/object/comment) is made in my capacity as a long-established resident
of Highworth.

In reviewing the policies of the draft Neighbourhood Plan, due regard has been given to the
advice in the (National) Planning Practice Guidance (Paragraph 041, Reference ID: 41-041-
20140306). This requires policies to be concise, precise and supported by appropriate evidence.
Changes have been suggested to the draft text. These are duly underlined.

Maps

The draft Neighbourhood Plan includes a number of maps.

Cartographic convention dictates that all maps should have a numerical scale, a scale bar and
a north point.

FE_\
-
S

5

If a map is not to scale it should say “Not to Seale” on the map itself. The same approach
applics if the map is for illustrative purposes only.

Photos
5 . ‘E X ! ! ‘ The draft Neighbourhood Plan includes a number of photos.
A ‘ .. All photos need to be given a number with their title, and a title added where there is not one
/‘g?:m-m ,.0 ’S; Page 15). The photo on Page 13 should be:
“Photo 1: Aerial view St Michaels Church, High Street and Swindon Street (N Gardiner).”
do 5Pel) >~ The word “ariel” is spelt wrong (see Photo on Page 14). It should be “aerial”.

“QF n Chairman’s infroduction
U of elocuncipf

q — The HTC Planning Committee is chaired by Councillor Miss Julie Murphy. Should the title not
I be the “Chair’s Introduction™

Page 1 0f23
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KEY DIAGRAM AND HIGHWORTH INSET

OBJECT

The Key Diagram is clearly based on an OS base map. Such maps are normally spatially
diagrammatic rather than spatially accurate,

W The map has a north point but no numerical scale or scale bar.
= The key/legend to the Key Diagram is confusing. There is no structure to it.
lt is sugpested that it should be laid out as follows:-

Nclghbourhood Plan Area Boundary
l-b Highworth Sett| ’ant Boundary

q“( Bmployment and Adopted Allocation
Le, Adopted Housing Allocation )
] \I‘J Fay Naturc Recovery Arca x
Sc‘,‘u Open Space P
ta o Local Green Space
Ucy Primary Shopping Area
‘/Q‘ Y . Secondary Shopping Area
o g

‘i( \ [‘I)QN

Page 2 of 23
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PART I: INTRODUCTION
PARAGRAPH 5

COMMENT

The Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan for the 3 Conservation Areas in the

N 0. — Neighbourhood Plan Area have been in place for some time. They were written, published and

Qe < adopted by Swindon Borough Council. Consequently, they do not form part of the review of
‘-/‘4" the draft Neighbourhood Plan and should be omitted from the paragraph.

PARAGRAPH 6

COMMENT

The (National) Planning Practice Guidance (Paragraph: 080 Reference ID: 41-080-201 80222)
states that the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan must follow 7 specific steps. It indicates
that Step 3 relates to pre-submission publicity and consultation. The NPPG specifically refers

4//@ to the preparation of a “consultation statement”.

;{oqé/; a ~ The draft Neighbourhood Plan should have been supported by a separately published document

p (‘ ' entitled, say, “Statement of Community Engagement”, It is noted, as mentioned in Paragraph
L’]C[ 6, that the community was engaged through workshops, surveys and consultations but the

5 {; 4 actual details of the feedback received from these activities is not known and should have been
A "{’wublishcd to complement the draft Neighbourhood Plan,

 The section entitled “2012/2022 Community Consultation” gives a basic ontline of what was
,90 done an makes the statement that the “summarics on individual workshops were posted on the
Qq \\Town Council’s website”, The 6 photos show lots of people standing up and sitting down but

’

Q.) when they were taken is not given.

The contents of Paragraphs 58 to 60 include reference to fecdback received from a community
~consultation event. It provides helpful background to the start of Chapter 3 of the draft

A Nei
7 cighbourhood Plan.
Q_,

= FIGURE 1: HHGHWORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA
\% COMMENT
The text in Paragraphs 8, 16 and [8 refers to the “Highworth Neighbmi.rhood Arca”.
%NZ\ : \{,Sh'tjuld the title of Figure 1 not be the “Highworth Neighbourhood Plan Area™?
(ﬁﬁt \ e term “Neighbourhood Plan Area” should have capital letters (sec Paragraph 32).

M(’ wl |

/'I'he map has a scale bar but not a numerical scale or north point. ;-\_Mp [N "VL‘XV\ &g( >

Agerear]

Page 3 0f 23
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PARAGRAPH 9
COMMENT
The text should be changed to say:-

Highworth. Once the HNP2 is “made” for adopted), it will become part of the

A .+ in this case, Highworth Town Council has prepared the draft Neighbourhood Plan for the
A7 \‘n/éi,:h of Hig
& eve t Plan_for the Borough indon_and_thus its _planning decision-making

framework.

:yl’ck P w\l/ﬁm term “Borough of Swindon" sounds better than “Swindon Borough™ (see also Paragraph
do{ 13, 16 elc).

PARAGRAPH 10
COMMENT

5 -2 ~. The draft Neighbourhood Plan quotes from the NPPP (Dexember 2023). It should, for
completeness, also reference the advice in the (National) PlanniNg Pyactice Guidance entitled
“Neighbourhood Planning”.

WO WL 0\23 N UNEVNT \'\/\':\5,}

Page 4 0f 23
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PART 2: HIGHWORTH NEIGHEOURHOOD PLAN AREA. POLICY CONTEXT % /)

AND VISION FOR THE FUTURE C‘/Q 4)0
0

FIGURE 2: HIGHWORTH IS LOCATED IN THE NORTH-EAST PORTION OF qﬂq
SWINDON BOROUGH 4

COMMENT Q«'

3 4./ The map clearly shows the wards/parishes in the Borough of Swindon with Figure 2 showing
“how Highworth Neighbourhood Area is in Swindon Borough’s notth east corner”. The north-

"\(L"“"Q east corner of the Borough of Swindon also includes the Parish of Upper Inglesham and so the ;
Neighbourhood Area of Highworth needs to be specifically identifi 2;;:3/10! to case and

<Q/ confusion and misunderstanding. SR W" e ‘?é)

A %/Should the title of the map not be:-

Ireef .
* DA¥ap showing the wards/parishes in the Borough of Swindon
:la e/ \.The map docs not have a scale, scale bar or north point. <=, __c%;p| v '.\,\p\p .

PARAGRAPH 19

COMMENT

The paragraph lists the facilities/amenities in the town of Highworth, In seeking to
acknowledge the geography of the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan Area, as set out in
Paragraph 17, the facilities/amenities found, if any, in chcnhampton and Hampton should be
identified too for completeness.

ol

4~The village of Sevenhampton includes a church, post box, commumly library (in the old
lclcphone box) and a cricket ground with a small pavilion.

¢ hamlet of Hampton has no facilities/amenities. It is wholly residential. ~ chocl /"73/ ' /3 9%
PARAGRAPH 26 )

COMMENT
The demographic information is helpful but the text needs to be changed to:-

(,%\\ .. that Highworth has a population of 8,300 people, comprising of 3,700 households.

LO—% " — Is there a need to identify the skin colour of the population?

PARAGRAPH 30
COMMENT
—  Using astatistic to start a sentence is not good English, The demographics is difficult to digest
'f;;:" P and would be better as a table, as follows:-
r w,{o( A ' Page 5 0f 23
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Economically active: 56% (62 % work full time)

Economically inactive (retived efc): 41%

Unemployed: 3%

Managerial/professional: 30% =t
Technical/administrative: 2% % = }M

Skilled trades: 13% & \C
Caring/leisure: 9% 6‘() A B L\"&'
Sales: 8% Zé i f o %L-(-

4 ) 0, /J < s
Operatives and elementary occupations;  17% . cc\’\ . 7/ 2§ a \
= L i B
PARAGRAPH 31 A R <o
COMMENT ()
Pgrece
The Blackworth Industrial Estate should be identified by capital letters (as per the Pentylands

Country Park), being identified as a Key Employment Area by the Swindon Borough Local
Plan for Class E, B2 and B8 uses.

The text needs to be changed to;-
l Land north of Blackworth Industrial Estate is allocated for commercial, business, service.
A f ial and storage/distributi I 2 and B8) under Local Plan Polic
th.c : RAI(b), Itis Sha in area and is allocated to 7 r future local employment opportunities

iven the town’s broad loyment base.

The intended purpose of the aforementioned allocation is set out in Paragraphs 5.118 and 5.119
of the Swindon Borough Local Plan,

VISION FOR 2037
OBIECT

The vision must relate to the advice in the most recent edition of the NPPF (2023), as well as
recognise the geography of the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

It is suggested that the wording of the vision should be changed to :-

o ke The Highworth Neighbourhood Plan Area is a rural parish centred on a historic hilltop market
T ) town surrounded by countryside that includes villages, hamlets, isolated manor houses and
e “’“’d\"l’ Jarms. It is a self-contained, prosperous, healthy, inclusive and safe place, with high quality,
Yen b 50 beautiful and sustainable buildings and settlements, that supporis a sense of belonging through
k.l X ovn social interaction and community cohesion. The countryside within the Highworth
4 Neighbourhood Plan Area has an intrinsic character and beauty, with the landscapes of value
Jhets being conserved and enhanced by local residents. Its assets of heritage and cultwre are
a N““”j N sustained and appreciated, Sustainable modes of travel are supported and utilised.

P’D'f'\t\ncl CVecC- \Il\j\/\\ { \Y'C.C)‘ j@_kl'f’b\« '
Svepjealed c’t\R—l\Sjo ‘ '

’ .I‘U'WV\ © cu/b or
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PARAGRAPH 36
COMMENT

The paragraph includes a list of objectives that should be supported by all those living and
waorking in the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

It is suggested that the wording of the vision should be changed 1o :-

The residents and businesses of the Neighbourhood Plan Area continue fo support development
5o that it:

Meets the n'g@ of those seeking a home;

Maintaing Highworth's separate identity from Swindon;
* Retains the hilltop siatus of Highwerth;
Freserves the key features of the apen countryside and local landscape;
Supparts, improves and enhances the local ECOROMY;
dmproves Highworth Town Centre and protects the Conservation Areas of Higlworth
wevenhampion and Hampion;
Provides sqfe and convenient routes for walkers and cyclisis;
Enswres new infrastructure can sustain the expected increcue in population;
Protecis all locgl heritape agsets.

PARAGRAPH 42

COMMENT
ﬁlﬁ;:;/ The list refers to “12 Oaks Golf Course®. This should read “Tywelve Oaks Golf Course®.
M

L}
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PART 3: POLICIES
POLICY 1: HOUSING PROVISION AND MIX

OBJECT

The wording of the policy seeks to protect the character of the 3 Conservation Areas in the
Neighbourhood Plan Area but the emphasis is the wrong way round. The view is taken that
reference to the Conservation Areas should come first.

The NPPF seeks to conserve and enhance the historic environment. It supports opportunities
for new development within Conservation Areas that enhance or better reveal their
significance, and treats favourably proposals that preserve those elements of the sctting that
make a positive contribution to the asset (or which better reveal its significance) (Paragraph
212).

It is suggested that the wording of the Policy 1(A) be changed to:-

ch
“'4‘9& A Within the Conservation Areas of Highworth, Sevenhampton and Hampton, new
’ e S residential development that_involves the change of use of existing commercial

buildings (Class E and sui generis) should have regard to FINP2 Policy 3.

The NPPF specifically identifies “older people™ as being a specific group in the community
that will have certain housing necds in terms of size, type and tenure. This includes those
seeking to retire or care.

It is suggested that the wording of Policy 1(B) be changed to:-

B. Provision of general and specialist accommodation for older people, including an
affordable component, will be supported.

POLICY 2: HIGHWORTH'S DEVELOPMENT AND RURAL SETTLEMENT
BOUNDARY

OBJECT

As noted above, the Key Diagram identifies the settlement boundary for Highworth. This
effectively relates to the current built-up area of the town.

It is noted that it includes the proposed allocation at Crane Furlong. Although the site is the
subject of planning application (LPA REF: S/OUT/19/1195) for 57 dwellings and associated
works. This is still pending and so has not yet been built out. The site, therefore, cannot be
deemed to be part of the built-up area of the town and should be omitted from the blue line.

Tt is also noted that Wrag View, located along Shrivenham Road, is omitted from the blue line.
This is an existing modern estate of some 50 houses granted planning permission in 2018 (LPA

Ref: §/16/1781). The estate, therefore, is deemed to be part of the built-up area of the town and
should be included within the blue line.
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The Borough Council's adopted Residential Design Guide (Section 2) recognises that backland
development can contribute towards housing land supply in the Borough of Swindon. As such,
reference should be made to both infill and backland sites in the ‘wording of the policy.

It is suggested that the wording of the policy be changed to:-

Land within the solid blue line, as shown on Figure 4, is defined as the settlement boundary
+ for Highworth. Within this defined area, infill, backland and other development consistent with
policies in the Development Plan will normally be acceptable. Outside the defined settlement
boundary, land is defined as “open countryside " and development here will not normally be
permitted unless it complies with the rural development policies of the Swindon Borough Local

Plan.
FIGUR.E”? HIGHWORTH RURAL SETTLEMENT BOUNDARY

Should the title of the plan not be:-

- Highworth Rural Settlement Boundary.

The map does not have a numerical scalc, scale bar or north point.
PARAGRAPH 67

COMMENT
It is suggested that the wording of the paragraph be changed to:-

4 The Swindon Borough Local Plan, under Policy EC3, identifies Highworth Town Centre as a
Primary Rural Centre. The extent of the designation is shown....,

FIGURE 5: PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SHOPPING AREA) CONSERVATION
AREA AND TOWN CENTRE LAND USES

COMMENT

Should the fitle of the map not be:- .
» ; G Toeen (enlre
Primary and Secondary Shopping Aredy Conservation Area and High-Steest Land Uses

The key/legend to the map is messy and has no logical structure. Tt is suggested that it should
be laid out as follows:-

- Primary Shopping Area
Secondary Shopping Area
Class Ea
Class Eb
Class Ec
Class Ed to Eg
Conservation Area

Page 9 0of 23
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5 /I‘he map has a north point but no numerical scale or scale bar.
'

PARAGRAPH 73
COMMENT
1t is suggested that the wording of the paragraph be changed to:-

% /ﬁfln order to strengthen the effectiveness of Policy EC3 and HNPI Policy 4, a new Primary
Shopping Area will be defined using the Town Centre Boundary as shown on the Swindon
rough Local Plan polici

@')90 ~ The Primary Shopping Area should be identified by capital letters (see Paragraph 74). The case
: is the same for the Secondary Shopping Areas.

/g"” 2 The text refers to the NPPF. The number “86” is the paragraph reference and should be
identified as follows:-

_.original policy is supported by NPPF 2023 (Paragraph 86) which requires plans....
PARAGRAPH 75

COMMENT
Tt is sugpested that the wording of the paragraph be changed to:-
4 Where an Applicant seeks to use permitted development rights to change Class E to Class C3,
0 rey they are encouraged to contact Swindon Borough Council for a determination as to whether
4 . the prior approval of the local planning authority will be required. In making the case to the
le local planning authority, the Applicant will be expected to demonstrate that the proposed
change of use will not have an impact on the character and gppearance of the Conservation
Area and the vitality and viability of the Town Centre.
PARAGRAPH 76
COMMENT
It is suggested that the wording of the paragraph be changed to:-
Where the permitted development right leads to a change of use, it is advised that Applicants
j, e pay particular regard to the Highworth Design Guidance and Codes, which specifically
addresses Town Centre design matters.
POLICY 3: HIGHWORTH TOWN CENTRE
OBJECT

It is suggested that the wording of the policy be changed to:-
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The Town Centre boundary, as shown as a solid orange line on Figure 5, is designated

A
% " as the Primary Shopping Area under Swindon Borough Local Plan Policy EC3, Jts role
i and function will be preserved and proposals for new commercial, businesses, and

cﬂ}’u{.
Freq

A nel

service uses, particularly Class E (a, b and ¢), will be supported.

B The areas identified with the solid blue line on Figure 5 are designated as the

Secondary Shopping Areas. They should provide local sevvices and meet the daily
needs of people within walking distance.

G Class MA (Commercial, business and service uses to dwellinghouse) development

within the Conservation Area will be restricted to upper and lower floors (basements)
where Class E (a, b and ¢) will be retained on the ground floor.

D Proposals for improvements and enhancements of the street scene to allow for a café
culture to establish, develop and evolve on the High Street are supported. Traffic and

other environmental improvements that contribute positively to the pedesirian and
visitor experience, and the commercial vitality and viability of the town centre, will be

sought.

TABLE 7: TOURISM ATTRACTIONS IN THE HIGHWORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD
ARTA

COMMENT
Should the title of the table not be;-

Existing visitor attractions in the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan Area.
PARAGRAPH 83

COMMENT

The text acknowledges the new Visitor Centre but its location is not identified. It is suggested
that the wording of the paragraph be reworded as follows:- .
he

- Since the plan was made, a new Visitor Centre has been established in Fighworth High Streei,

PARAGRAPH 84

COMMENT

Should the “town council” not be “Town Council” as per the Highworth Community
Partership.
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POLICY 4: TOURISM, ATTRACTION AND ACCOMMODATION
OBJECT
Should the title of the policy not be:-

Tourist Attractions and Accom

Ttis suggested that the wording of the policy be changed fo

enhoncee
¢ tz:‘( ‘\. é)\A. Proposals for the provision of new or eXtended visitor attractions, including cafes, pubs

and restaurants (sui_generis), and other enhancements to the visitor experience of
Highworth, will be supported.

}’)ch_Q S~ B Proposals for new visitor accommodation will be supported where they are in

QJW |

e

A

o~/

Ve

compliance with other Development Plan policies.
POLICY 5: BLACKWORTH EMPLOYMENT AREA
OBJECT
Should the title of the policy not be:-
3!ackwon‘h Employment Areas

The ability for Highworth to become self-contained depends on the Blackworth Industrial
Estate, and the allocated land to the north of it, being protected and promoted for specific
employment purposes.

It is suggested that the wording of the policy be changed to:-

The Blackworth trial Estate is a designated Key Em nt Area where C B2
B8 and sui generis are supported. All planning applicati ld take into the
relevant provisions of Policy EC2 of the Swindon Borough Local Plan,

The provisions of Swindon Borough Local Plan Policy RAI(b), as shown on Figure 7, allocates
land to the north of the Blackworth Industrial Estate for Class E(g), B2, B8 and sui generis
uses.

Proposals for Class B2 general industrial must consider operational noise and residential
amenity. A Noise Impact Assessment will be required with all plarning applications.

Proposals for Class BS storage and distribution must not exceed 50% of the total permitted
floorspace,

Proposals for Class E(g) offices must provide for operational/administrative functions,
research and development of products/processes and industrial processes.

Proposals for Class E(a) (retail), Eb) (sale of food and drink and E(c) (financial services) will
not be supported as they should be directed to Highworth's town centre (HNP2, Policy 3).
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Proposals for residential institutions (Class C2) and dwellinghouses (Class C3) will not be

Ao supported wad permitted.
H\N\Z}.aﬂ cases, due regard must be given to the job creation capability of the activity, the choice

s Q. of sustainable transport modes for employees to get to work (walking, cycling and public
/ transport) and the operational car parking and servicing of the unit.

FIGURE 7: DESIGNATED EMPLOYMENT AREA
COMMENTS
Should the title of the map not be:-
/&722 ™. Designated Employment Areas
%‘Ae The extent of the Blackworth Industrial Estate designation does not comply with the interactive

Policies Map of the adopted Swindon Borough Local Plan. The “dotted line™ on Figure 7
,g‘\«ug ™ excludes the property identified as * crkley House”. It would appear to be the case that

“ie confusion has arisen o ing/including the access to the former TS Tech factory
Wﬁ complex,

The extent of the employment allocation, as provided for by Swindon Borough Local Plan

Policy RA1(b), reflects what is found on the ground rather than what is shown on the interactive

Policies Map of the adopted Swindon Borough Local Plan. The exclusion of the Aldi

supermarket from the allocation, but the inclusion of the vehicular access serving it, is the
Q\ correct approach to take.

TABLE 8: COMMUNITY FACILITIES IN HIGHWORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD
AREA

COMMENT
% Should the title of the table not be:-
e
/ ~ Existing community facilities in the Highworth Neighbowrhood Plan Arvea
PARAGRAPH 98
COMMENT
The position of Westrop Surgery is noted.
Jo ’ It would be helpful to know, however, the housing threshold for when the partnership considers
qQ o it the right fime to apply for planning permission to add an additional floor to the existing
gq,’ surgery to provide additional consulting rooms. In reviewing the Swindon Borough Local Plan
*acouple of years ago, the Borough Council were looking to allocate: a considerable amount of

new housing in Highworth but no planning application to improve the operation of Westrop
Surgery has ever been submitled to address this scale of residential development.
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PARAGRAPH 99
COMMENT

It should be made clear that in seeking a financial contribution from developers this will be
done through the mechanism of a legal agreement (s106). The expectation will also be that the
money specified will be “ringed fenced” for its intended purpose and location.

TABLE 9: COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE PRIORITIES TO BE FUNDED BY
DEVELOPER CONTRIBUTIONS AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY

?COMMENT

b, A hould the title of the table not be:-
) "™ Community Infrastructure Priority Projects (funded by public and private sector contributions)

The table identifies a list of priorities and this is supported. It is suggested that the community
projects need to be made clearer and would suggest the following wording:-

Works relating to the regeneration of Highworth Town Centre

Extension of Highworth Cemetery to provide additional burial space/plots
Environmental Improve ] eet, Highworth
Environmental Improve, ilbert ' ] ri

Provision of cyele facilities and network improvements

Improvements to, and provision of,_children's play areas

Improvements to, and provision of, other public open spaces

Provision of Electric Vehicle Charging Points

Provision of additional benches

I
NN

!

POLICY 6: COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

OBJECT

A

Jhee

Should the title of the policy not be:-

~ Community Facilities and Infrastructure

Tt is suggestexl that the wording of the policy be changed to:-

Jth A Proposals for new or extended community facilities, and involving the loss of such
facilities, will be considered in relation to Swindon Borough Local Plan Policy CM4
and other relevant policies in the Development Plan for those facilities listed in Table

/‘ 2
A ﬁ Development proposals that will result in the loss, or significant reduction in the scale
3 " and value of a community facility, will not be permitted unless alternative facilities of
Q,(/ equal or better accessibility, size and suitability are provided. Alternatives may be

considered favourably if it can be demonstrated that. -

Page 14 0of 23

NMM



gres—¢
ﬂ@""ﬁé", .

(i) the facility is not in demand by the community for whatever reasons, or
. (it} the facility is no longer econamically viable, and it has been actively marketed
3 at a reasonable price for at least 12 months for that purpose (or any other
suitable commumity facility use), and no interest in acquisition has been

EXPrEsTed.
Tncreased medical and health service capacity will be supported,

ALl housing proposals should consult with Highworth Town Council to determine

existing burial capaciiy and contribution towardy additional provision,

FPOLICY 7: DESIGN

QOBIECT

It is sugpesied that the wording of the policy be changed to:-

%P‘EQ "/ A

’qj L = S o

S
:

All planning applications will be prepared in accordance with the Highworth Design
Guddance and Codes.

In Congervation Areas, the respeciive Conservation Area Appraisal and Management
Flan will be an importani point of veference in design assessments.

Bovundary wall treatments are to preserve existing stone Boundaries, and extend and
reflect this local feature, where possible.

The local building materials of stone and brick are the preferved main elevarion
materialy, particularly development which is prominent in the street scene and public
realm.

New landmark native trees, where possible. should be incorporated into the soft
londscaping scheme af any development proposal,

Develapment should be desigmed to integrate with the existing neighbourhood and work
with the character and gppearance of existing buildings and the surrounding avea.

Majar development praposals will be expected to underiake design review by means of
referral fo the Swindon Design Review Panel qnd the pubfished Planning Frotocol of

Highwarth Tove Conneil,

Al development . should aim fo maximise the energy efficiency of a building s
performaice, harvest raimwater gffectively and efficiently amd utilise renewable energy
technologies where practicable and possible.

FIGURE 8: HIGHWORTH NHP AREA CONSERVATION MAPS

Should the title of the 3 maps not be:-

%ﬂ " Maps of the Conservation Areas in the Neighbowrhood Plan drea

Pape 15 0f 23

NMN



No It is accepted that the 3 maps have been taken from their respective Conservation Area
ad‘m Appraisal and Management Plans in respect of them not having a numerical scale, scale bar or
M north point,

POLICY 8: LANDSCAPE AND VIEWS

OBJECT

Should the wording of the policy note be:-

Landscape Character and Public Viewpoints

Sk \fAl‘ ) It is noted that the Neighbourhood Plan is not supported by a specific assessment of the

1 landscape within the Neighbourhood Plan Area. As such, the position of the “views” identificd

P in Figures 9 and 10 are considered to be subjective because they are not based on a prescribed
SN distof siting criteria.

The photos of the “views™ are vague too. If accepted, they should be identified by a number
and given a locational description.

"B ,._‘(, The “Image 10.8”, for instance, should be: -

"
' a d ; . Photo 10.8: View looking northwards from within the Pentylands Country Park towards
J fh, Yyt Pentylands Lane.

e Oy N
(W e, It is suggested that the wording of the policy be changed to:-
“>
S f—U « The impact of development on landscape character and important views, as shown gn Figures

‘\17,“ 9 and 10, will be taken into account and resisted where it is deemed to be unduly intrusive or

2 unrelated to existing natural or man-made features. A Landscape and Visual Impact

_ Assessment must be submitted in support of a development proposal where it accords with the
“reguirements of Swindon Boroug unicil 's planning icati alidati hecklist.

AS ;£ FIGURE 9: IMPORTANT VIEWS INTO HIGHWORTH TOWN THAT REQUIRE
PROTECTION

COMMENT
o
Should the title of the map not be:-

-1

v
kx’“ =/ Important Protected Public Viewpoints looking from the countryside to Highworth

— The map has a numerical scale and north point but no scale bar.

Y
2/ The identified public viewpoints (9.1 to 9.8) are meaningless without a locational description
of the view taken.
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FIGURE 10: IMPORTANT VIEWS LOOKING OUTWARDS FROM HIGHWORTH
TOWN INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE

COMMENT
Should the title of the map not be:-

;/%.W-Q : ant Pr&tec!adPubifc Fiewpoints lookin Highworth to the countryside -,

" = The map has a numerical scale and north point but no scale bar,

The identified public viewpoints (10.1 to 10.13) are meaningless without a locational

'ﬂ?“ﬁ’ﬂ fo— dedeription of the view taken.
qeld | foned Bichand Fo provide
o TABLE 10: OPEN SPACES INHIGHWORTH NEIGHEOURHOOD AREA

COMMENT

Should the title of the table not be:-

Aﬂrm »— | Existing Open Spaces in the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan Arec
FIGURE 11: OPEN SPACES IN THE HIGHWORTH NEIGHEOURHOOD AREA

COMMENT
Should the title of the map not be:-

L nolp : Opgnv%.ac.:,'s i the Highworth Nefghbaurﬁbod Plan Arees

— The map has a north point but no numerical scale or scale bar.

POLICY 9: OPEN SPACE

OBIECT

The wording of the policy is the same as that found in the Swindon Borough Loeal Plan, being
Policy EN3. It is suggested that the wording could be simplified.

% It is sugpested that the wording of the policy be changed to:-
Gqe

155 *~.. Public open spaces, as identified in Table 10 and on Figure 11, will be protected from
develapment unless the proposal complies with the d-criterion sed owi in Policy EN3 of the

Swindor Borough Local Plan, The open spaces identified on Fipwre 11 are: -

lh:q.l i g ) )
{ Regreation Ground - Upper gand Lower Fields .
Je i‘z. Pentylands Tommixy Park mc.u'.uaf..zrj Povra llose ff«é I?fnf?* Aty

' 3. Swindon Road Allotments
"lc%:ﬂ;}} 4. Allotments adjacent to former Highworth GoifComplex (o i aa Mbt'j Qﬂlf G‘"‘-"‘ﬁﬂ.

5. Park Avenue Allomments

Page 17 of 23

NMO



AD'“?G‘:

B

Ireg

,f

Yree

t‘mffltm ot
Lol

.

»o.ds’ﬂw

GHaresfield Play Area

. Crane Furlong Recreation Ground
. Highworth Community Centre Playing Field
. The Triangle

10. Priory Green

11, Sevenfields Entrance

12. Newburgh Open Space

13. Home Farm Green Space

14. Sevenhampton Cricket Ground

I

1

1

1

I

o S0~

(it

3. Westrop Primary School

6. Southfields Primary School

7. Highworth Warneford Secondary School

8. Town Green (adjacent to Parsonage Court)
9. Old Golf Course ) pjnin Y

Cooiitl

: N\
PARAGRAPH 112 Kastop p'wunj Sehaol X ln.u«_xp

COMMENT

PARAGRAPH 113

COMMENT

A))

The full citation from the NPPF should be given i.e. “Paragraphs 105 - 107,
———_

It is suggested that the wording of the paragraph be changed to:-

i~ The NPPF 2023 allows that the policies for managing development within a Local Green Space
should be consistent with those for Green Belts, It specifically refers to openness.

PARAGRAPH 114

COMMENT

It is suggested that the wording of the paragraph be changed to:-

in Table 11 and mapped Figure 12.

COMMENT

The following special areas have been designated in Nei g)rbourhood Plan Area and are shown

"’_7.:“‘1‘ vidduel Maps /f' [":c-rJ é‘nuu\ éﬂ’!(ﬂ)

PARAGRAPH 116 Can ‘oeﬁmd in

H/)/)lecll.x é :

It is suggested that the wording of the paragraph be changed to:-

In the made Highworth Neighbourhood Plan, the Old Golf Course is designated as Open
) Space. However, following extensive community feedback in workshops and surveys during

the review of the NHP2, and through an extensive amount of comments received from local
residents during Regulation 19 of Swindon Borough Council's review of their adopted Local
Plan, and a petition of 4,600 signatures to preserve and protect the Old Golf Course openness,
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n application to Swindon Borough Council for Local Green Space designation, it is
eyident that this area requires a stronger and more appropricie level of protection. This

\~designation has been made on the basis that it meets the reguirements of the NPPF, being now

designated an LGS.
FIGURE 12: LOCAL GREEN SPACES IN HIGHWORTH
COMMENT

Should the title of the map not be:-

. 4 N Local Green Spaces in Highworth and Sevenhampton

9 © XThe main map has a north point but no numerical scale or scale bar.

Abme& . The inset map of Sevenhampton Church has no numerical scale, scale bar or north point.

POLICY 10: LOCAL GREEN SPACES

OBIJECT
It is suggested that the wording of the policy be changed to:-
The following areas, as listed in Table 10, as shown on Figure 12 and as mapped in Appendix

Q.q'%p 6, are deslgna!ed as Local Green Space:
f X 1. 0ld OId Golf Course

2 Village Green

3 Highworth Cemetery
« 4. Highworth Parish Church Churchyard

3. Sevenhampton Churchyard

Policies for managing development within the Local Green Spaces should consider the
appropriateness of the land use and built development in preserving the prevailing sense of

OPENness.

- FIGURE 13: LCWIP ROUTES LINKING HIGHWORTH TO SWINDON

COMMENT
Should the title of the maps not be:-
Proposed Cycle Routes connecting Highworth to Swindon

The two maps have no numerical scale, scale bar or north point.

Page 19 of 23

NMP



FIGURE 14: EXISTING WALKING FACILITES IN HIGHWORTH TOWN
IDENTIFIED IN HNP1

COMMENT

Should the title of the maps not be:-

Existing Public Footpath Network in Highworth H;;.;.(LV Y8 adc’ Loum g ‘f"ﬁc{ut’
ok NPy ol

The map has a north point but no numerical scale or scale bar.
FIGURE 15: PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY IN HIGHWORTH PARISH
COMMENT

Should the title of the maps not be:-

Public Rights of Way in the Neighbourhood Plan Area

It is accepted that the two maps are prepared and published by Swindon Borough Council.
They have a north point but no numerical scale or scale bar.

FIGURE 16: LEISURE CYCLING ROUTES IN HIGHWORTH IDENTIFIED BY THE
LCWIP

Should the title of the map not be:-

: J :
«&Q_Q > m% “},ei;um Cyele Routes in Highworth lﬁ’ ¢ ‘J ‘ﬁ“[/ A\ TI\R LCi\_)/p

Figure 16 - the map shows a cross town and circular cycle network for Highworth. It indicates
that it is a “potential” route rather than a “proposed” route,

The map has a north point and scale bar but no numerical scale.
FIGURE 17: SUGGESTED HIGH PASS CYCLE ROUTE
COMMENT

Should the tit|e of the map not be:-

Suegln Foe
Pﬂigtd Circular Cycle Route around Highworth

Figure 17 - the map shows a circular cycle route around Highwarth. Tt indicates that it is a
“suggested” route rather than a “proposed” route.

The aerial photo has no numerical scale, scale bar or north point.

The utilisation of existing public rights of way (footpaths), and designation of new routes, is
supported. The adaptation of the former, however, may not be so straightforward in the
situation where they have to be widened to accommodate both walkers and cyclists.
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POLICY 11: SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT

OBJECT

Itis suggested-that the wording of the policy be changed to:-

A

Development will be expected to protect and, where appropriate, enhance the network
of existing public rights of way in the Neighbourhood Plan Area, as shown in Figures
14 to 17. Enhancemenis should make, wherever possible, the paths accessible to those

with special access needs, and complete missing links in the network and severance of
existing links due to traffic and other obstacles.

Existing patterns of connectivity and permeability offered by networks of pedestrian
paths through residential developments, as highlighted in Figure 14, will be protected
and extended in new residential schemes.

All cycling provision will be designed in accordance with the Department of Transport
Cyele Infrastructure Design: Local Transport Note 1/20 and the Borough Council's

Cyele Parking Standard SPD and, where possible, segregated cycle paths will be

provided alongside new footpaths.

Proposals that improve the existing and proposed walking and cycling network, as
identified in Figures 14 to 17, will be supported. Such improvements will be provided
by mjar housing and commercial developments where they will give rise to increased

use of the network. p/a "

The route of the disused Sw:‘?don and Highworth Light Railway is protected within the
Highworth Neighbourh rea for the purposes of sustainable transport access.
Where development may impact on the route, upgrading of the surface and access to it

will be required as part of the proposal,

NOTE: The original criteria D and E have been combined.

FIGURE 18: NATURE RECOVERY PRIORITY AREAS

The map has a north point but no numerical scale or scale bar.

A COMMENT
/ ~

POLICY 12: BIODIVERITY AND NATURE RECOVERY

OBIECT
It is suggested that the wording of the policy be changed to:-

A

A

v

Development must support the green infrastructure network, as identified by the

Swindon Local Plan Policy ENI and Policies Map, which includes the local sites

identified in HNP2, and align with the Wiltshire and Swindon Local Nature Recovery
Strategy.
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Development proposals must seelc to relain existing trees and hedgerows of amenity
value, whenever possible. Deve, went py) affecting trees and hedgerows must
be accompanied by a_detailed deta:le rvey w ich justifies any removal of trees and
hedgerows in terms of their health or danger presented as a result of condition or

position. Trees to be retained must be protected during the construction phase of
development,

Applicants for development, where Biodiversity Net Gain is a requirement, should
provide evidence in planning applications that the following has been investigated and,
where necessary, will be implemented:

i Contact has been made with Swindon Borough Council to determine whether
or not work has been done towards the preparation of the Nature Recovery
Strategy and seek advice on any conclusions and recommendations that relate
to the proposal.

it Where Biodiversity Net Gain cannot be delivered on site, Applicants must work
with Swindon Borough Council to identify ways that it can be delivered off-site
in the Neighbourhood Plan Area.

iii, Where off-site Biodiversity Net Gain is proposed, this should be focused on the

MNature Recovery Areas as shown in Figure 18.

v,  All planning applications should be accompanied by an Ecological Impact
Assessment to demonstrate how long-term Biodiversity Net Gain, both on-site
or off-site, will be delivered with enduring benefits and management, where

necessary.

v. Only where off-site biodiversily improvements cam be proven impossible 1o

; deliver within the Neighbourhood Plan Area can owt of Neighbourhood Plan

Area biodiversity improvements be considered.

Vi Planning proposals must demonstrate that the owners of land, where

Aglea”

Biodiversity Net Gain is proposed, have agreed to the proposals and will fully
cooperate in its delivery.

PARAGRAPH 150

The monitoring of the Neighbourhood Plan policies is the responsibility of the Planning
Committee of Highworth Town Council. The wording of the paragraph should specifically say

S0.

It is suggested that the wording of the paragraph be changed to:-

i During the plan period 2022 to 2037, the Planning Commitice of Highworth Town Council

© will monitor and review the effectiveness of the Neighbourhood Plan_in_the planning
application decision-making process.

Page 22 0of 23
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PARAGRAPH 151

The paragraph refers to the monitoring exercise being on a quarterly basis. It also refers to
certain matters being looked at,

It is sugpested that the wording of the listed matters be changead tu.:—

eferalce i N

%' * How the policies are being applied to shape decisions on all pfﬂﬂm'né‘ applications and

P

/o Whether or not permitted projecis are being implemented and achieved,

o« Monies raised through a Legal Agveement (8106) and the Community Infrastructure

Lewvy (CIL) and how they are being spent.
Whether or not the aims and obfectives of the Neighbourh ood Plan are being met and

o Social_ economic and environmental chanpes within and immediately adjacent fo the
' Neighbourhood Plan dArea,

A
Fré
] acfiieved.
% ?‘W—/- -s  Changes to both National and Local Planning Policies.

PARAGRAFPH 151
The paragraph refers to the review of the Neighbourhood Plan should reasons arise to do so.
It is suggested that the wording of the paragraph be changed to:-

Comsideration of oy of the above factors cowld require the need fo review the Neighbourhood
Plan Jf this is the case, the charges will need to be exploved to umderstand whether or not a

- minor, material or fill review is reguived, and the necessary stepa to bring the plan back to

malee it up to date arnd thus compliont with both National and Local Planning Policies.

Gary Llewellyn
BSec{Hons) DipUP MRTPT
3 June 2024
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GARY LLEWELLYN
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING SERVICES

50 The Willows, Highworth, Swindon SN6 7PH
Telephone: 01783 766979 Mobile E-mail: gary llewellyn@holmail co. uk

REPRESENTATIONS ON THE
HIGHWORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 2 2022-2037 (HNP2)
HIGHWORTH DESIGN GUIDANCE ANID» CODES

INTRODUCTION

A comprehensive review has been made of the Highworth Design Guide and Codes. This
representation (comments) is made in my capacity as a long-established resident of Highworth.

PARAGRAPH 1.2: AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

It is noted that certain aims and objectives were agreed between the Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group and AECOM. It is suggested that these be modified as follows:-

o Ensuring that new development and modifications to existing development respect the
distinet townscape and landscape character of Highworth;
s Providing guidance for the havmonious integration of infill, backland and urban fringe

housing:
Preserving all green and public open spaces and enhancing green infrastructure; and

L
o Supporting walking and cycling connectivity and accessibifity,

CHAPTER 2: POLICY CONTEXT

The report identifies a number of national documents that have been used to inform the
Highworth Design Guidance and Codes.

It is noted that reference is made to the Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan for
Highworth but those for Sevenhampton and Hampton are missing. This is important given that

the report “focuses on the town of Highworth, it also applies to the entire Neighbourhood Area,
including the smaller settlements of Sevenhampton and Hampton” {Paragraph 1.4).

The 3 Conservation Areas are shown on Figure 23.

FIGURE 06

The map represents the policies and proposals relating to the Neighbourhood Plan Area
published a fow years ago in a review of the Swindon Borough Local Plan. This was never

taken forward in the Development Plan process.

Given the above, should the published map not show the policies and proposals as set out in
the current adopted Swindon Borough Local Plan policies map?

Page 1 of 6
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PARAGRAPH 3.1 SETTLEMENT PATTERNS

As an introduction to this section, it may have been helpful to explain the Neighbourhood Plan

Area with reference to the morphology of existing settlement i.e, nuclsated, linear, dispersed
ele,

« Highworth is a mucleated (planned) settlement.
= Sevenhampton is a linear seltlement,
= Hampton is a clustersd settlement

PARAGRAPH 3.4.2: LISTING
Should the title of this Paragraph not be “Listed Buildings™?

It is suggested that reference to Scheduled Monuments be omitted from this paragraph. These
heritape assets should have their own paragraph.

PARAGRAFPH 3.4.4: ARCHITECTURAL EMBELLISHMENTS?
Should there not be a Paragraph (3.4.4) identifying identifiable architectural embellishments?

CHAPTER 4: CHARACTER AREAS

It is noted that 4 Character Areas are identified. They have been assessed according to a set of
preseribed eriteria and these are identified as follows:-

land use

pattern of development
building line/plot arrangement
boundary freabments

heights and roofline

materials

public realm,

It is appreciated that some of them are obvious but some explanation in the report would have
been helpful as to what each eriteria entailed. In each Character Area, for instance, the nature
of activities is described but no atternpt is made to relate them to the Use Class Order,

It is suggested that CA3 (Post-war and 215t century extension) is more diverse in the design of
the houses located therein than the blanket category suggests, This view is based on evidence
submitted for a housing scheme on the edge of Highworth that was taken to appeal but
dismissed. The Appellants Planning Agent submitted a plan showing the growth of the
Highwaorth through time. A copy of this map is provided as an Annex to this representation.
FIGURE 32: CHARACTER AREAS WITH THE NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA

The map key/legend refers to “Highworth Parish™. Should this not be “Neighbourhood Plan
Area™?

Page 2 of 6
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FIGURE 33: CHARACTER AREAS WITHIN THE BUILT-UP AREA

The map key/legend refers to “Highworth Parish®, Should this not be “Neighbourhood Flan
Area™?

DESIGN CODE 081: GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

It is sugpested that the term “preen infrastructure™ should be defined in the first paragraph, The
(Flossary of the adepted Swindon Borough Local Plan defines the term as follows:-

"d network of muli-finctional green space, wrban and rural, which is capable of delivering a
wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local communities. *

DESIGN CODE 0852: TREES AND LANDSCAPING

There is reference to the planting of new trees. Should it not say that these must be native trees?

DESIGN CODE OS5: VIEWS
Should this not relate to “Poblic Views™?

DESIGN CODE SL01: PATTERNS OF DEVELOPMENT

The information confained on Figure 33 indicates that much of the growth of Highworth is
modern in age. The housing estates are extensive and thus dominate the character of the

townscape and built environment.,

There is reference to infill development. The Borough Council acknowledges that backiand
development has a role to play too in providing housing (sse the SBC Residential Design

Guide, Section 2, Parapraphs 2.24 to 2.33),

DESIGN CODE SL02: ADDITIONAL DESIGN GUIDANCE FOR SETTLEMENT
EDGES

There is reference to protecting existing native trecs. Should hedgerows not be protected too?
DESIGN CODE BFO2: RESIDENTTAL DENSITIES

There is reference to various levels of density of development (dwellings per hectare) with
spatial implications. These are identificd as follows:-

High: More than 30dph
Medium: 15dph 1o 30dph
Laow: Less than 15dph

The NPPF requires developers to make effective (and efficient) use of land (Section 11). This
includes bath brownfield (within urban areas) and greenfield (on the edge of uiban areas) sites.

The NPPF considers the need to achisving appropriate densities, including seiting out a range
of densities that reflect the accessibility and potential of different areas, rather than one broad
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density range (Paragraphs 128 and 129). It also refers to design codes being used to help ensure
that land is used efficiently while also creating beautiful and sustainable places (Paragraph
1287

There is reference to infill development. As noted above, the Borough Council acknowladges
that backland development has a role to play too in providing housing {see the SBC Residential
Design Guide, Section 2, Paragraphs 2.24 to 2.33).

DESIGN CODE BFO4: GARDEN SIZE

There is reference to back gardens having, where possible, a minimum area of 50m? of useable
amenity space. There is no indication given as to how this figure has been derived.

The Borough Council's Residential Design Guide (Section 6, Paragraph 6.27) states that, as a
general rule of thumb, the main external private garden space should be at least the same area
as the footprint of the host dwelling. This is the minimum size accepiable to the local planning
authority.

DESIGN CODE BF0S: BUILDING LINES

Should this not cross reference with Design Code SLO3: Layout of Buildings? This makes
apeeific referenee to building oricntation, building lines and building sctbacks.

DESIGN CODE BF06: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES

The MNeighbourhood Plan refers to both stone and brick being an acceptable boundary
treatment. Such walls are normally & feature of the public realm rather than private land.

The use of a landscaped hedge to define a boundary treatment is noted. This will take some
time to mature and o something temporary neads to be put in place to protect privacy.

DESIGN CODE BFOT: INFILL DEVELOPMENT

The relevant planning regulations refer to “minor development™ as relating to housing schemes
af 1 to & dwellings. Should the title of the Design Code not be “Minor Development™?

The text refers o infill, backland and redevelopment proposals. Such development is deemed
to be minor in scale.

DESIGN CODE BF0S: EXTENSIONS
Should the title of the Design Code not be “Householder Development™?
DESIGN CODE BF09: MAJOR DEVELOPMENT?

The relevant planning regulations refer to “minor development™ as relating to housing schemes
of 1l or more dwellings. Should there not be a Design Code entitled *“Major Development™?

Page 4 of 6

NNO



The Glossary of the adopted Swindon Borough Local Plan defines the term as follows:-

For dwellings, a mafor development is one where the number of dwellings to be congtructed is
10 or move. A site area af 0.5 hectaves or more showld be used as the definition of @ major
development when the number of dwellings to be built is rot given in the application,

The town of Highworth is the sscond settlement in the Borough of Swindon. It is inevitable
that it will be identified for additional housing development and this will come forward along
its urban fringe to the north, east and south of the town’s existing built-up area,

This relates to Design Code MOD2 and the new streets.

DESIGN CODE MA 01: ARCHITECTURE DETAILS, MATERIALS AND COLOUR
PALETTE

There is reference to the “Highworth Palette™ and this needs to be explained. The term suggests
that the town includes a range of elements that coniribute to itz local distinetiveness.

Should the title of the Design Code not be “Local Distinetiveness'™?

SECTION 6: DELIVERY
The table refers to “actors”. Arc those listed not “stakehalders™?

Gary Llewellyn
BSe(Hons) DipUP MRTPI
5% June 2024
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ANNEX

MAP SHOWING THE GROWTH OF HIGHWORTH

Source: s78 Appeal Statement of Case (March 2022)
Wrag Barn Golf Course, Shrivenham Road, Highworth
Appendix 5 (Highworth Character Area Study)
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Deanne Rose - Hiaghworth
From: "ua(j‘d che would
o be holdiy o publ;e

To:

Subject: Onsel et ron ¥ Dibind
b, Straed in cons wy Prandhs.

HIGHWORTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 2.

SWINDON STREETS RESIDENTS OBJECTIONS/PROPOSALS

It was felt by everybody approached that the questionnaire and the full document were both confusing and very
misleading.

As HTC wish to make drastic changes to the functionality of Swindon Street and The High Street to both commercial
premisses and residents without consultation, residents felt the need to join together and submit our objections and

proposals for change.

It was agreed by the commercial owners ad residents that the installation of large tree planters, removal of parking and
partial removal of a path is not acceptable. The amount of parking at present is acceptable, if it was controlled by
parking attendants and HTC took seriously the implications of illegal parking in bus stops, double parking and on all
double yellow lines, infront of residents driveways, To bring harmany and prosperity to all in Swindon Street the
appaintment of a parking attendant to cever all of Highworth, especially Swindon Street during peak opening times of the

restaurants and takeaways.

The installation of large planters will decrezse the amount of parking causing problems and conflict for both food outlets
and residents. By also reducing the parking in The High Strest, this will encourage cars that at present park in the High
Street to look at parking closer by, ie. Swindon Street, this will cause a knock on effect with cars relocating to The Elms

and Cricklade Road.

NNZ



The introduction of diagonal parking has been deemed by all to be extremely dangerous, reversing or driving into
oncoming traffic is an accident waiting to happen,

Sugoestions:

Leave parking as it is, repaint all the yellow and white lines

Appoint a parking sttendant

Encourage car awners ta park in public car parks, signs are needed at all car parks

Weight limit of 7.5 T fram the Fox roundabout, Swindon Streel and Lechlade Road.

With the increase in traffic, particularly HGVs and the huge housing developments there will be a huge increasa of HEY

traffic on Lechlade Road and Swindon Street.  As part of their planning application all developers need to be made to
use Round Hill Meads.

20mph speed limit is also required from The Fox roundabout, through Swindon Street and Lechlade Road,

Swindon Street residents/commercial properties would like to see the installation of flower baskets, but these nead to be
hung from the lamp posts already in place.  Possibly free standing boxes along residents railings.

It would be nice FHTC cleanad the drains, removed all the weeds.

Swindon Street is in & conservation area, and so far HTC have made no effort to make the appearance more
appealing. Highworth is not a tourist destination and never will be.  The use of HTC description to turn it into a tourist

destination iz quite ridiculous.

Years of neglect by HTC have led to a large majority of residents feeling despondent and the reality is have no faith at all
in HTC.

There are serious concerns regarding the devalue of all properties with the reduction in parking, this has been verified by
local estate agents.

A petition will be subrmitted shortly objecting to the proposals suggested by HTC.

Golf Course
HTC have allowed SBC to delay the handing over of the old golf course to the residents of Highworth.  Its only time
before a houzing devealopmant will be built

NNT
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Deanne Rose - Hiﬂhworth SEA paF n&qwﬁof '

Stuart, David < David Stuart@HistoricEngland.org.uks

From:

Sent: 25 April 2024 14:45

To: forwardplanning@swindon.gov.uk

Subject: Consultation on the SEA requirement - Highwaorth Meighbourhood Plan 2 — Swindon
Borough

Dear Amy

Thank you for your consultation on the SEA Screening associated with the emerging new Highworth
Meighbourhood Plan.

We note from your briefing documents that the maodified Plan proposes to retain 2 sites for
development, one of which is a roll-over from the current Plan and the other an allocation through the

Local Plan.

Our attention is focused on the former. This in its original form was subject to a full SEA as part of
the previous Neighbourhood Plan process. We expressed concerns at the time over the manner in
which the proposed site was assessed in terms of its potential to impact on relevant heritage assets
but were ultimately content to defer to your authority's heritage expertise on its acceptability.

While the Plan proposes just a rollover over provision of this allocation the context within which the
site exists may have changed, throwing up new considerations which may dictate that the outcome of
the previous SEA process cannot just be assumed to be the same. There therefore needs to be
some level of review of the context, which from a heritage perspective could invalve seeing if new
assets have been designated, or the significance of relevant assets has been better or differently
defined/understood which may have a bearing on how proposed development has the potential to

impact upon them,
It would therefore be helpful if this issue could be explored more fully to inform the SEA review

process for this Plan. A simple expedient would be to seek the advice of your autharity's
conservation officer to which, in the interests of consistency, we would once again be happy to defer.

If they confirm that there is no change in the heritage status quo of the site and its context and
therefore no change in the nature and scale of any impacts on the historic environment previously

identified and accepted in the making of the extant Plan, and are happy for the site allocation to be
rolled forward as proposed, we would be happy to raise no objection to the view that a full SEA is not

required.

Kind regards

David

David Stuart | Histaric Places Adviser

| now work only 2 days a week, usually Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Historic England | South West

NNY



1st Floor Fermentation North | Finzels Reach | Hawkins Lane | Bristol | BS1 6WQ
Direct Line: 0117 975 0680 | Mobile: 0797 924 0316
https://historicengland.org.uk/southwest

From: Forward Planning <ForwardPlanning@swindon.gov.uk>

Sent: 27 March 2024 11:55
Subject: Consultation on the SEA requirement - Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2 - Swindon Borough

== WARNING: This is an external message. Please use caution when replying, opening attaehments |
or clicking on any links in this e-mail.- e St e :

Dear Sir or Madam,
Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2 - consultation on the SEA requirement

Swindon Borough Council has carried out a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitats
Regulation Assessment (HRA) Screening Assessments on the draft Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2 in
accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC (SEA Directive) and the European Directive 92/43/EEC

(Habitats Directive) and the Retained EU Law (REUL) Act 2023.

The Town of Highworth is located to the northeast of Swindon outside of the Urban Area Boundary. The
parish covers the town of Highworth and the immediate rural hinterland. The updated Neighbourhood Plan
currently proposes a very limited amount of new housing (which is essentially the roll-over of a site from the
first Highworth Neighbourhood Plan) which is below the EIA Schedule 2 threshold and the allocation of
employment land which is allocated through the adopted Local Plan, which was subject to SEA. The
Screening Opinion Report concludes that this Plan is unlikely to have any significant environmental effects and

that there is no need to carry out a SEA or HRA.

The draft SEA and HRA Screening Opinions are attached, alongside Appendix 1 the Screening Opinion for the
first Highworth Neighbourhood Plan. As a statutory consultee, we would be grateful for your comments on the

content of the draft Screening Opinion. The comments should be sent in writing by email to

forwardplanning@swindon.gov.uk.

The 5 week consultation will close 5pm Wednesday 1% May 2024, however we would be grateful for any
earlier attention you can provide.

Please contact forwardplanning@swindon.gov.uk if you require any further information.

Kind regards,

Amy

The views expressed in this email are personal and may not necessarily reflect those of Swindon Borough Council unless
explicitly stated otherwise. This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of

the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error, please notify me
immediately. If you are not the intended recipient of this email, you should not copy it for any purpose, or disclose its

2
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Feedback on the “Highw
Close, Highworth, Swind \ ¢

1) Feedback on the ovzrall document Witk GeMlane (xoback T fecie? €

a)

The final version of this document should be ava.ilable in both hard copy &
electronic form. In the electronic version all references to other parts of the
document should include Hyperlinks so it is easy to jump to the relevant
material. It also makes it easy to search for words. This electronic version
should be made available in the current resolution (for ease of working with)
& in High Resolution so detail in the figures, images, Maps etc. can be seen
when zooming in. (The version issued for review is low resolution & in some
figures / pictures itisn’t possible to read the details in the figure / picture).

The Hard Copy should be printed at high resolution so it is possible to see the

~ detail. CQNNud‘

b)

This Neighbourhood Plan makes lots of references to the previous version of
the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan. Once this version of the plan has been
accepted, | think it would be very helpful to ensure that this Neighbourhood
Plan document contains ALL the relevant material from previous versions,
without having to keep referring back to all the previous versions of this
[eighbourhood plan. L. respect Tus comndud fowawl
Ut is comman pmd"Se. o rafe/ Jo DEhat documends , Ths &nsury

- This could be achieved by adding an Appendix to this Neighbourhood Plan  Zhe do“—a,“‘g:

which contains all the material in the previous Neighbourhood plan that is /5/\‘ ¢

still relevant to the new Neighbourhood Plan but not covered by this new /tij. an
plan. Whenever this plan refers to materialin a previous plan, it should also n’uu}\fam
make reference to the relevant part of this new Appendix. By having q >

everythingin one document it ensures consistency and make it easier to ord er
ensure nothing gets overlooked and makes it easy for developers to

understand everything about the Highworth Neighbourhood plan. Inthe

electronic version all references to other parts of the document should

include Hyperlinks so it is easy to jump to the relevant material. (By having
everything in the cne document, these hyperlinks will remain correct until the
documentis updeted. Whilst it is possible to have hyperlinks to other

documents, these often fail when a very minor change is made to the other

document.) '
Develpes m usfad o ww/wy- 94’ Many &Lﬂejan/.
Souutes 7 wforrmeden - Nope f o pOObbs i
o reacler iy peved #o OHPYL



c)

d)

As future versions of the Neighbourhood Plan are developed, it will be even
more important 1o keep everything in one document.  As part of each new
Meighbourhood Plan you can review the Appendix containing the historie
material to see if it can be removed because updated mataerial s in the latest
plan; or if it can be removed because itiz no longer relevant, or itit needs to
remain in the Appendix.

The document has inconsistencies, probably due to bits being written at

different times. This is especially obvious when referring to current owners

of businesses and businesses that have closed down, By bringing everything .

up to date it eliminates inconsistencies within the document. Felevowd vifanuiata
el e oncluded .

I have just walked round Highwaorth to check out all the data in Appendices 2,

3 & 4 and listed everything | found that is different to the information given in

these appendices. | have listed all the changes / omissions | have found at

the end of this document. ¢.Ld he u’pcf.:;f{' d .

The although the document is still being devaloped, it has already been
overtaken by planning permissions. Avery obvious omission is the largs
housing development near Warneford School that has had planning
permission and therefore will be built. 1t doesn't appear anywhere in the
Neighbourhood plan, Infact, Fig 9, view 5 (Image 9.5) “Important views into
Highworth Town that*quire protection” will be very significantly changed by

this development. She's ID_'ILIIIQJ o Hlemgend m;.w"\:gﬂﬂijl thots _,»,1}
{:J\'M‘SE' + j::,HJ! .
| understand that the actual view down the footpath will ba retained, but the
rural surroundings to the footpath will now become a housing estate, How
much can this Meighbourhood plan protect views if they are listed in tha
plan? In the case of views along road or footpaths in the Meighbourhood
Plan, is there a way to ensure that if there is development on either side of the
road or footpath, there is a minimum “green” border maintained. This could
be grass verges on either side and planning constraints to enswure frant
gardens are left open plan with no fences or hedges etc. [Asisthe casein
developments like the Cullerns and other estates.)

Nt syyrlicable. o4 precis o
This document has lots of background information relating to each policy;
and then it states the exact wording of each policy. What is the legal status
of all this background infarrmation? Would it strengthen the lagal status of
this background information if each policy Included an explicit statement that
all the background information in the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan forms



part of this policy and where it effects a poliey it shall be complied with?

"‘\Jb ﬂt}:b’l

2} Feedback on®Part 1 =Introduction™
a) Para 5 refers to the “Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan”; but
this document wasn't available to be read as part of this “Have your say”.
This docinisd was ewodebsin ‘ﬂ.ll-‘l. Ling ' pmned od »€ Gy f-’}'f'
3) Feedback on “Part 2 - Highworth Neighbourhood Area, policy context and vision
for the future”

a) Para 18 refers to “five pubs”, does that include “The Globe"? If it does, should

itnow read “four pubs” (Saracen’s Head, King & Queen, Rose & Crown and

The Gold Finger Tavarn)? — o — Sjal

Q\M\aﬂ' ko "'.\"" hano mejkﬁwm h 15,

b) Para 32 states “This leaves the HNP2 in an uncertain position with regard tu_"__j_,&_.__ﬂ
new housing development - its quantity, location, how it meets the need for  —=91_
new housing in the parish, and its basic infrastructure requirements”. |s
there a danger that such a statement can be used by developers to argue that
if all of this is unknown, then this document can be ignored? [s there
alternative wording that will ensure Developers can't use this wording to
challenge the relevance / validity of this Neighbourhood Plan? | understand
that Developers were able to override the previous Highworth Neighbourhood
Plan by challenging data within the plan such as it not having been reviewed
recantly, If their approach is to challenge the Meighbourhood Plan, we need
1o ensure that wording used in the plan doesn't give them legal openings to

challenge & ignore this local plan. N-o L%r};:;n A ﬁtt{ucj

¢) Para 37 Table 2 states “Transpart” - “Promote traffic and road solutions that
meets current needs and plans for thq future”. One very predictable traffic
issue for the future that is not covered anywhere in this Neighbourhood Plan
is the fact that virtually all routes to the South of Highworth have to pass
through the Fox Roundabout. This is already a bottleneck at peak times and
will only get worse as more houses are builtin Highwaorth., It may also get
worse if Swindon Street is narrowed and herringbone parking on Swindon
Aoad is introduced { Table 6 of the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan). From the
orientation of the herringbone parking bays | assume that cars will be
stopping in Swindon Street (Northbound) and reversing into the parking bays.
This will make it safer & easier to exit the parking bays, but could increase
tailbacks to the Fox Roundabout while they stop & reverse into the bays.

Traffic surveys quoted in other planning applications state that 70% of

=2
111
111



Highworth residents travel to / from work using the A361 between Highwaorth
& Swindon. With the exception of new houses built south of the Fox
Roundabout all ather new developments in Highworth will certainly add to
the bottleneck at the Fox Roundabout. The new Housing Estates along the
Shrivenham Road will either add to the Fox Roundabout Bottleneck, or use
Sevenhampton as a rat run; unless alternative routes between Shrivenham
Road & the A361 are created.

To comply with the statement in Para 37 regarding “Promote traffic and road
solutions that plans far the future”, this Meighbourhood Plan need to identify
at least one way to ease the increase in traffic volume at the Fox Roundabout,

To avoid new developments on the Shrivenham Road adding to the traffic
volume passing two schools and increasing the load of the Fox
Roundabout, there needs to be a suitable road network to give access to
the A361 south of the Fox Roundabout from all the new Shrivenham Road
housing; {so the Swindon bound traffic doesn’t need to go via the Fox
Roundabout or use Sevenhampton as a rat run to get to the A361).

The best option would involve building a road [similar to Roundhills
Mead) that would form a new southern edge of the Highworth
developments. It would go between Shrivenham Road and the A361.
When I raised this with the council three years ago there were a number
of options as to the exact route of this road, because the land is not built
on, However, since then planning application $/0UT/20/1046/SASM
appears to have been approved, which now means that there will now be
a continuous set of housing developments all the way along the A361
side of Shrivenham Road from the Fox Roundabout up to Wrag Barn, The
only remaining route for the dedicated link road will be to route it along
the southern edge of S/0OUT/20/1046/SA5M and the northern edge of
Wrag Barn. It is vital that this Neighbourhood Plan ensures that a suitable
route for a Shrivenham Road to A361 link road is reserved.

s



This is a picture of the area with all the current planning permissions
overlaid

Ideally the Neighbourhood plan should identify a specific route to be
protected; in the same way that it states that the route of the old Swindon
to Highworth railway line is protected. Then, if developers want to build
on this route, they would have to propose an alternative route (which they
could be expected to construct at their expense in order to build on the
proposed route). The actual cost of construction of this road is outside
the scope of this Neighbourhood Plan. The purpose of putting itin the
planis to ensure that there is an identified solution for when the Fox
Roundabout capacity is reached.

A cheaper, but sub optimal alternative to reserving a route for a dedicated link
road between Shrivenham Road & the A361 would be to ensure that the
housing estates being built on the land between Shrivenham Road & the A361
have an interconnecting road network to allow vehicles to travel between
Shrivenham Road and the existing new roundabout on the A361 at Redlands
estate. |don't know how this sub optimal requirement can be added to the
Neighbourhood plan, because itis rather vague. This network of estate
roads would only be used as a link between Shrivenham Road & the A361 by
estate residents. There is no logical reason why anyone North of the Fox
Roundabout would need such a link; because they will select either



Shrivenham Road or the A361 as they cross the Fox Roundabout.

The Yellow line below is one option for sub optimal option of linking up the
estate roads. Ituses the existing roundabout on the A361 & lines up with the
entrance to the new Honeyman’s Mead estate on the Eastern side of
Shrivenham Road. The only part of this link that is missing is the route from
Honeyman’s Mead to the road network in Redlands Phase 2, which | have
shown passing the existing farm buildings If this isn’t an option, It would be
possible to use the road network in the new planning application
S/0OUT/20/1046/SASM to emerge in the Nlorth West corner of the estate.

Whilst creating aroad link between Shrivenham Road & the A361 will
avoid increasing traffic volumes at the Fox Roundabout from new housing
developments along Shrivenham Road, it won’t deal with increasing
traffic at the Fox Roundabout from new housing developments to the
North of the Fox Roundabout. This will require a new route from the
Northern part of Highworth to a point on the A361 south of the Fox
Roundabout (bypassing the Fox Roundabout). This route needs to be
identified and then protected in the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan. The
obvious route to reserve for such a road would be to divert & extend
Roundhills Mead. The North East / South West section of Roundhills
Mead that is routed between the Willows & Priory green, ending at the
double mini roundabout, would become a turning off Roundhills Mead.
The new Roundhills Mead would extend South East from this point and



follow the Eastern edge of the Highworth Settlement boundary (See fig 4)
to the Highworth - Coleshill Road. From there it would skirt the new
housing development south of Warneford School to link up with
Shrivenham Road. Ideally this will link directly to the proposed
Shrivenham Road to A361 Link road via one new roundabout on the
Shrivenham Road. The Roundabout would double up as a speed
reduction mechanism. This extended Roundhills Mead would also form

a new South Eastern boundary to Highworth.

Roundhills Mead forms an unofficial Highworth bypass & town perimeter
road, but the traffic still ends up at the fox roundabout.

Below | have identified 3 obvious possible routes to reserve for the

continuation of Roundhills Maad.
{These are approximations, the exact route would need to be finalised based

on a detailed study of the land along the route)

e The Yellow line follows obvious contours to extend it to the Shrivenham
Road, and then along Shrivenham Road to the point where the
Honeyman's Mead meets Shrivenham Road.

It then follows a sub aptimal route through the new planning application
S/0OUT/20/1046/5A5M & extends on a smooth route across the middle of
the next field to reach the A361.

This route runs in the valley to the east of Shrivenham Road.

# The Bluelineis an alternative to the yellow line and hugs the edge of
Honeyman's Mead & separates it from the small housing development
nearby.

* The Green Line is the only remaining option for a dedicated link road, now
that the new planning application S/OUT/20/1 046/5A5M has been
approved.

It would also allow the north half of the field it crosses to be used for
housing in the future; {Possibly as an alternative to building on the old golf
course site) whilst maintaining the road as a parimeter boundary of
Highwaorth.

¢« [|twould even be possible to route the road even further sauth & follow thea
southern field boundaries to get to the A281. Theissue here is that this
road really should go round the outside of Highwaorth. If you route it hard
against the prasent limit of housing applications, will this prevent
development beyond the road? [f it doesn't limit growth, there will then
be need to provide crossing points to housing on the other side. |fyou



route the road too far away from the current limit of development, it will
create a case to infill the gap between this road & the current limit of
development.

it may be many years before these link roads are needed, but the
Neighbourhood p.an needs to include it. Without these protected routes it
won't be possible to deal with future traffic volumes at the Fox Roundabout if
there is no route for a relief road.

| believe that these two protected routes need to be included in the
Highworth Neightourhood Plan in the same way that has been done for Cycle
routes. Para 136 states “Although not currently available for development, it
is considered important to safeguard the route in the event that any
development proposal were to arise that potentially impacted on it".

This is matched by a policy that states “F - The disused Swindon and
Highworth Light Railway is protected within the Highworth neighbourhood
area for the purpases of sustainable transport access. Where development
may impact on the route, upgrading of the surface and access will be
required as part of the proposal.”

Once this protectad route is in the neighbourhood plan, with similar wording
to the protection of the cycle route, it then becomes the responsibility of any
future developers to propose an alternative route if they want to build on the
protected route. As part of this concession they could be required to built



part of the re-routed link road.

Whilst funding for these two proposed routes is outside the scope of the

Highworth Neighbourhood Plan, | believe that if these routes form the new

boundary of Highworth thay can be used as access roads to any infill along

the Highworth side of the road. Therefore, as this infill takes place, the

developers for these infills will build the relevant section of the link road to

give access to their estates. This should mean that over time the required

link roads are built at the developer’s expense. — iJ& acks ::Mﬂ:{gi o Dus *‘9
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updated to 2024 and add the following. A
i} Esguire Hair Dressers . '."?
il] The Lighthouse Bookshop } . Q}L B

i The Bridle Shop ][L_Lwﬂ. revitws wull prek Hs 4
ivl CJParry—\ehicle Repairs

vl Westgate Nursery
Feedback on “Part 3 - Policies®

Policy 1 -Housing provision and mix

The raw data doesn't differentiate between single level & multi-level homes.
With the higher than average age population in Highworth there will probably be
a higher than average number of houses reguired that are either single level
{Bungalow or flat with lift access) or multi-level with a built in lift.  This isn't
specifically covered in this Policy. Policy 1 C currently states “New housing
should be designed to be adaptable and accessible through all life stages”
Would it be beneficial to expand this to include explicit reference to the need far
new houses built with more than 1 floor level to incorporate a wheel chair size lift
to access all floor levels into the building design; so that there are no structural
changes required if a lift needs to be installed in the future.? f.b!” I,-._r_:-{ MAJ‘“E':‘IJ
nerte uo Py I ;
“Policy 1 C - New housing should be designed to be adaptable and 7
accessible through all life stages. New multi story houses shall be designed
to allow the installation of a wheelchair lift in the future without requiring

any structural changes” [ -y -
Policy 2 - Settlement Boundary

Whilst this has incorporated the new Redlands phase 2 development, it makes
na mention of the new “Honeyman’s Helm” development to the East of



Shrivenham Road. This should be included within the Highworth Development
and Rural Settlement Boundary now that the planning permission has been
granted. |t has the same status as Redlands Phase 2, which has been added 1o

the settlement boundary. Aoy .. 1] bu.-ﬂ- sk

+

Policy 32 - Highworth Town Centre

Para 61 states that there are now no banks remaining in Highworth. s it
appropriate to add that there is still one building seciety that carries out banking
transactions; and the Post Office acts as an agent for the Major Banks?

Mo Oyt o
Para 66 refers to a street survey to document Land Use detailed in Appendices 2
&3, On 22 June lwalked round Highworth and have identified a number of
changes since that survey took place. | have detailed the changes at the end of
this document.

Figure 5-the outline of the Secondary Shopping Areas (Proposed) in the region
of the Fox Roundabout and on Vicarage Lane don't relate to Appendix 2.
Adcliese sl un crwdser taminitnd” -
The secondary shopping area near the fox is limited to a Veis, a barbers. a pub &
Malvern Tyres (Which doesn’ actually feature in Appendix 2). The area drawn an
the map misses out Malvern Tyres, but includes many private dwellings including

the Old Schoaol House. F}m‘ 55&; E‘H{JL,

The secondary shopping area on vicarage lane appears to be the 5t Michael's
Church community room, | don’t believe that this is a shopping area.
Felelresseed  geols o
Both of the above areas have very limited parking so increasing their use as
shopping areas isn't really appropriate.
Comenend
Para 74 refers to Figure 5 and states that the primary shopping area is defined by
a solid line and secondary shopping areas by dashed lines. The key on Figure 5
shows primary shopping area defined by a solid arange line and the secondary
shopping areas defined by solid blue lines. .
95 Nep reccks c‘ch-‘wta,-uj.*
Although the herringbone parking on Swindon Road will increase parking density
in this area, the proposed trees and parking bays will reduce parking density
alsewhere, so the overall number of parking spaces on Swindon Road won't
increase by much. Atpresent, due to the width of the road, vehicles often
double park briefly (with the driver remaining in the vehicle) to collect takeaways
etc. This doesn't cause any real prablem.  Ifthe road Is deliberately narrowed



by the herringbone parking & trees; thesa drivers will either cause a blockage, or
will gzt their takeaways from elsewhere. Thisis a problem caused by a
combination of dwellings with no parking allocated and a concentration of
takeaway shops on Swindon Street. There simply isn't enough parking in this

area. Mo ettipn

Table 6 refers to “The turning left lane at the junction to be retained” There isn't
aturn left lane. Thereis a turn right lane. The lefthand lane is for vehicles going
stralght on or turning left. Therefore it is the main lane for traffic and the
herringbone parking must stop some way short of the traffic lights. It will be very
hard to stop & reverse into a herringbone parking bay on a section of road that is
very often full of stationary traffic waiting at the traffic lights. Reversing the
design of herringbone parking so you simple drive straight in will be very unsafe
because cars will be reversing out semi blind directly into a busy section of road.
cied fomn

If there is a genuine desire to modify the parking arrangements along Swindon
Street; please carry out an easily modifiabla trial using whitewash for road
markings & conas / tyres to simulate the trees and any curbs protruding into the
road. Asthe trial progresses you can easily make changes to see the effects.
Only go ahead an make the change permanent if the trial has shown that it works
safely, dossn’t cause any problems & actually increases the amount of parking
available. If the final design has no increase in parking capacity or actually
reduces the overall amount of parking; the justification for spending the money
to make a permanent change needs to be reassessed.

Na adhion

Policy 4 Tourism
This Policy looks good. Mo issues found

Policy 5 Blackwaorth Employment Area

Para 89 refers to Appendix 4, listing all existing businesses. | have listed all the
changes | found on 22 June 2024 at the end of this document.  p_J= q ‘if .
s
i Ty,

Policy 6 Community facilities and infrastructure

This Policy looks good. The only guestion is whether Westrop Surgery

foundations are good enough to simply add a second floor? If a Second floor is

added there should also be a wheelchair aceessible lift including in the design.
No  cietia,

Il understand that Westmill Burial Ground is expecting to reach capacity in the

j?" o m%:f
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next 5to 10 years. [twas suggested that by then Highworth would have a
woodland burial site to take aver. Should that be included in this section of the

Meighbourhood plan? PM4 (00 pﬁ-{”.v L‘D

Since roads are part of a town’s infrastructure, | feel that this is probably the best

place to add the issues | raised earlier about having a policy to ensure that a

route is protected to.divert traffic when the Fox Roundabout can’t cope any
ﬂta hoseagn

Using the Policy statement for preserving the old railway line for a future cycle

route as the basis. Policy & should have the following added to it

Policy 6 E To ensure the major road Infrastructure has the capacity to cope
with the increased traffic volume created by all the new developments. The
existing Roundhills Mead perimeter road shall retain the ability to be
extended to link up with the A361 at the southern boundary of Highworth.
Where development may impact on the route, a suitable alternative route
shall be agreed and the diverted part of the route will be constructed at the
developer's expense.

)’Llﬂ Kmm}fs
The proposed route then needs to be included in this section of the
MNeighbourhood plan. This is exactly the same thing as protecting the future
cycle route on the disused railway line.

Policy 7 Design

Policy 7 H states “&ll developmant should aim to maximise the anargy efficiency
of a building's performance, harvest and use rainwater efficiently and make use
of renewable energy technologies where possiblae.”

Can this be strengthened to explicitly state that all new developments shall
include solar PV panels of an appropriate capacity for the building unless it is
within the conservation area and the panels will have a detrimental impact on }

- —_ E 1 -
the conservation area? [-"I‘l.twlgx- f?:bey‘j H ;:{*EL?‘}L t‘u.a..-\..lie

Policy 8 Landscapes and Views

Para 108 mentions the pictures in Figures 8 and 10; but it makes no mention of
Appendix 6, which gives the What three Words location of each picture and the
direction the camera was feemgr,Pleese add this reference m Appendix B here.
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