Highworth’s Old Golf Course

Business Proposal 2024

Highworth Town Council in conjunction with the local
community, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, the National
Trust & Swindon Community Forest
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1.1 Executive Summary

Highworth Town Council (HTC), in conjunction with the local community, Wiltshire Wildlife
Trust, the National Trust and supported by our Member of Parliament, present this proposal
for the long-term retention of the town’s Old Golf Course as accessible, local, open green
space adjacent to the town for the benefit of borough residents. With this proposal we seek
to contribute to the borough’s Green Infrastructure Strategy, and 3 main priorities of
combatting inequality, building a better Swindon, achieving net zero, and the Government’s
15 Minute’ green space accessibility target. We give emphasis to ‘Access for all’, Open
Green Space for physical and mental health, environmental protection and biodiversity net
gain to offset Highworth and the boroughs significant future planned housing development.

Major features of this proposal include:

HTC takes on a standard, long-term, 99-year lease on the site from Swindon Borough
Council (SBC) or works in partnership with SBC

HTC manages the site in partnership with Wiltshire Wildlife Trust and Friends of the OGC

Provision of additional grass football pitches, cricket pitch, allotments, a community
orchard, trees and hedgerow planting, wetlands and natural facilities

Delivery of a Natural Burial Ground to address the known shortage of
traditional burial capacity across the borough

A café with a nature information centre to act as a social hub and focus for a
school’s program of visits

Measures for Biodiversity Net Gain, for example through wetland
development, wildflowers, tree planting, bird boxes and wildlife corridors

Inclusive access for all in a sustainable location

A viable financial plan for the capital and recurrent costs, including CIL, S106 and
Precept monies

An achievable Plan of Work, phased by year, informed by community wishes
(through extensive consultation) and by partnership with Wiltshire Wildlife
Trust
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1.2 The Site
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‘/5'"_" fit well with the vision of adjacent nature
park. The OGC is already well-used by walkers,

joggers, nature photographers, and dog

walkers. It is listed as an Asset of Community

-

- Value and is within a 15-minute walk from
much of the town. There is parking at the Rec
Centre and the former golf shop, and the No7

Highworth Golf

Course
. 2 bus from Stratton and Swindon Centre has

stops in both directions on the A361 very close
to the site, making it a sustainable location.

The site is designated as ‘Open Space’ within the 2017 Highworth Neighbourhood Plan —this was
supported by the Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan (CAAMP). Previously
farmland, the area was acquired by local authorities of the time to establish a 9-hole civic golf
course, which opened in 1990, and closed in 2019.




1.3 Our Vision

Highworth’s Old Golf Course site will remain open, undeveloped green space, accessible to
all, combating inequality, providing additional leisure and recreation provisions for
residents of Highworth and the wider borough to build a better Swindon. This will
contribute to improved mental and physical health of borough residents, improve the
environment and natural habitat, provide Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) and contribute to the
borough’s environmental commitments and targets of achieving net zero.

HTC is the first tier of local government and therefore best placed to represent the
community it serves; this includes the development and maintenance of the plan to best
manage all green spaces within the town. The management plan will be based on extensive
public consultation responses on how the site will be managed and maintained. An
extensive volunteer bank has been established to deliver the shared goals and will form
Friends of the OGC.

A professional management plan is invaluable in ensuring best practice for the site and
importantly retaining and enhancing the area for its biodiversity. This plan will also ensure
the site can be enjoyed by the people of Highworth and the wider borough for many years
to come.

The management plan will:

e identify the main features important to the
site

e describe management techniques
sympathetic to the site

e and provide a flexible program for the
years ahead ensuring financial sustainability

Many sites of conservation importance have retained
[ . their interest due to updating and evolving management
plans. Natural processes change habitats and external
factors such as climate change, pollution and the lack of
natural grazing/predators mean that we must take an
active approach to manage sites such as this or they will

degrade.




2.1 Our Old Golf Course

The previous SBC Local Plan Consultation drew 325 formal responses objecting to the
proposed site (LA34) allocation for 350 houses and a Primary School. SBC held two public
consultations which were extremely well attended with peaceful protests seen at both. SBC
admitted that the Borough had never witnessed such opposition to any previous
consultation on any proposal.

As a consequence of this, and a 4,542
signature petition, Highworth’s Old Golf
Course was removed from the SBC Emerging
Local Plan in January 2022. This removal from
the Local Plan followed a motion submitted by
Swindon Borough Councillors Steve Weisinger
and Vijay Manro and was strongly supported
by MP Justin Tomlinson and agreed by the vast
majority of SBC councillors.

Peaceful protests at the public consultation.

Since an initial register of interest to
SBC in January 2020, and again in

. August 2020 and March 2021, HTC
has, in conjunction with
representatives of the Old Golf Course
& Action Group, Swindon Borough
Councillors and MP Justin Tomlinson
worked to develop this long term,
sustainable, financially viable plan
that is supported by residents of the
town and wider Borough as well as

| Wiltshire Wildlife Trust and the
National Trust.

April Thrush delivering the petition to former Swindon Mayor Councillor Gary Perkins.




The case for Highworth’s Nature Park
Swindon is already amongst the top 45% most densely populated local authority areas in the country.

Taken from the SBC website, the Borough has 10 major nature parks within or on the edge of
Swindon: none are in Highworth despite it being one of the Borough’s largest towns/parishes.

Despite significant population growth over the last 20 years, the Borough has had no new park
provision since 2007 (Mouldon Hill)

Highworth
-9

Wanborough |

The Planned large northern and eastern developments are shown in red.
The large growth in housing is focused within the Borough's East, Northeast and North sectors, such
as Highworth, Blunsdon, Eastern Villages, Kingsdown and more. There is already a shortage of




parkland in these areas compared to other parts of Swindon. This, therefore, is where the greatest
amount of parkland will be needed in coming years.

Since 2007, our green space simply has not been keeping up with our significant population growth

SBC - Number of parks by population - 1894 to 2044
1894 1904 1914 1924 1934 1944 1954 1964 1974 1984 1994 2004 2014 2024 2034 2044
= 0O (0] - - jol ] ﬂ wv
g g | = 5|5 2 g |5
E] o - E] © g z s lft
g = g (i 2 2 3 gs
Date park opened a a = ] S o S " T
e 2 2 Az 2 = | &=
: B | B gl 8 2 5 |58
- S = Q
2 = w3 3 & | &%
SBC Population (apprx)| 33000 50000 | 57000 71000 | 76000 117000 148000|159000 233000|283000(302000
Residents per park 33000 25000 | 19000 14200 12600 16700 18500 | 15900 23300 | 28300 | 30200

The Borough’s population has increased by approximately 70,000 since the last new park was founded.
By 2034, the population will have increased by 124,000 since the last new park was founded.

Highworth’s Old Golf Course is ideally located in the north of the Borough, where much of the planned
future growth will occur.

Agricultural land is being used for housing; where do we walk?
People need parks for their mental health and well being.

Surveys demonstrate that 400 to 500 people, from across the whole Borough, use Highworth’s Old Golf
Course every single day.




2.2 What are the important features and where are
they?

e Woodland/Hedging — The OGC has some well-established oaks, birch, poplar, cherry,
hazel and ash. 20-30 years old copses which, together with boundary hedging, are
used by nesting birds and have potential for extending into wildlife corridors for bats
and other small mammals to the open land and old woodland beyond.

e Grasslands — 95% of species-rich grasslands have been lost in the UK since 1945. The
OGC grasslands are of variable species diversity and whilst much is currently species-
poor, we would aim to create large areas of flower-rich swards to provide food
source and habitat for pollinating insects, birds, invertebrates, and reptiles.

e Wetland Habitats — Sensitive management could enhance the existing ponds and
waterways sufficient to create a species-rich habitat that could support great crested
newts, other amphibians and water voles. This would greatly contribute to the
ecological richness of the site.

e Sports, Exercise and Wellbeing - since the Covid 19 lockdowns the OGC has become
a key destination for borough residents to enjoy and improve their physical and
mental wellbeing.

e Visitor Experience — A network of footpaths and benches is intended for SBC
residents to enjoy. This, together with interpretation boards, will greatly enhance
the OGC’s educational value.
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3.1 A Green Infrastructure Strategy for Swindon 2010-
2026

Produced in February 2011 by Great Western Community Forest on
behalf of Swindon Borough Council.

HTC's proposal looks to protect the OGC Open Space and provide green links
across the Borough and support SBC in delivering their Green Infrastructure
Strategy commitments.

“Swindon is home to a wealth of green spaces, both within the town and reaching into the
beautiful countryside surrounding the town and villages. Our open spaces are knitted into
the fabric of the town, greatly treasured by local people and widely enjoyed by visitors.
They are part of our everyday lives: where we work, do business and learn, the way we
travel around, where we play, celebrate and spend our leisure time. They play host to
precious wildlife, are part of our cultural heritage and sit in a landscape shaped over the
centuries. In short, our parks, green spaces and surrounding countryside play a major role in
enriching our quality of life, environment and economy.

We are now asking more and more of our open spaces and countryside as Swindon
continues to expand. At the same time our green infrastructure also has a critical role to
play in facing up to the uncertainties and implications of climate change. There is now
recognition in policy terms that enhanced ‘green infrastructure’ is needed to support
Swindon’s future growth and ambitions: in the same way that we need new roads, schools
and other community facilities.

In response, plans are needed to set out priorities and locations for networks of green-
spaces across the Borough and linkages across neighbouring authority areas as part of
Swindon’s regeneration and growth.

This current version of Swindon’s Green Infrastructure Strategy incorporates feedback from
initial consultation work carried out in late 2009, and subsequent changes in planning
legislation. | am pleased that this work has now been completed and hope you agree with
me that Swindon’s Green Infrastructure Strategy, as detailed in this report, sets out an
ambitious vision for a network of green spaces, protected sites, nature reserves and green
links across the Borough and beyond. | am grateful to all the organisations and agencies that
have helped to shape this strategy and look forward to working with them in the future to
help turn these plans into reality.”

Swindon Borough Councillor Keith Williams




3.2 Our Rationale

v This accessible green public land is
available now for all borough residents. It
is already listed as an Asset of Community
Value, is well established and is well-used
by residents.

v The physical and mental health benefits of
exercise, sport, socialising and contact
with nature are well-known and
documented, with for example, “the
effects of physical inactivity costing the country £7.4 billion per year” (Public Health
England) and the NHS’s Green Social Prescribing. “The Wellbeing Value associated
with the frequent use of local parks and green spaces is worth £34.2 billion per year
to the entire UK adult population” (Fields in Trust). Provision for sport will be
increased, via additional grass football pitches, cricket ground, trim trail, and exercise
points.

v" The planting, land and water developments will contribute to the borough’s targets
for the environment, carbon capture and towards the Council’s aims of Build a Better
Swindon and, especially, Achieving Net Zero.

Swindon Borough Council Residents Survey carried out in 2024 identified the three most important things to
households are Parks and Open Spaces

v" Housing development in North and East Swindon (e.g. Blunsdon, Highworth, South
Marston, New Eastern Villages and Stratton) will result in significant growth of
population in those areas, and this accessible site can address their needs.

v' Developers in the area can choose which specific projects for Biodiversity Net Gain

(under the Environment Act 2021 now over a 30-year period), to add to the funding
streams.

v" Coordinated plan including the Upper Rec and the former golf course.

v' HTC s a burial authority, and the proposed Natural Burial Ground can address an
anticipated wider need in the borough.

v Residents are passionate about this project and keen for this outcome.
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3.3 Working collaboratively to achieve shared goals

The proposed plan will assist SBC in delivering the new administration identified priorities as outlined
below:

Combat Inequality — ensuring we make Swindon a fairer place, reducing disadvantage,
make poorer areas richer and eliminate big disparities in life expectancy, education levels and social
justice.

Parks are particularly important for people and families on low incomes who often live in
poorer housing with no gardens. Their only option is to seek public open spaces if they want
to exercise, walk their dogs or simply relax in natural surroundings. The OGC is intended to
provide another opportunity where there will be access to footpaths, picnic sites, wildlife
meadows and space for families to have fun.

The No 7 bus runs every 15 minutes from Swindon and Stratton and the OGC is just a few
minutes’ walk from the bus stop and from Highworth’s, many independent shops, cafés and
ancient Saturday Market. This will enable residents without access to cars to make an
inexpensive day of it in Highworth.

Our proposal also adds additional allotments for Highworth residents to rent their own piece
of land to grow salads and vegetables, helping to reduce food costs and food miles as well
as engaging in healthy exercise.

There are numerous clubs and organisations in Highworth offering activities for all ages and
abilities.

The cafe/community space will be accessible for all to enable those with mobility issues and
disabilities, to use this wonderful space to socialise. Also offering a place for carers to meet
for some well-earned downtime. The proposal offers something for everyone including
those restricted to a wheelchair.

Build a Better Swindon - create a town ready for the challenge of the coming decades,
understanding what facilities and infrastructure we need. Understanding the Council’s direct and
indirect role in improving the town centre and in creating more affordable housing while supporting
and brokering support from the private sector.

With extensive growth planned on the east and north east side of Swindon and despite
there being ribbons of green infrastructure and open spaces envisaged in the plan, the parks
on this side of town, e.g. Stanton and Nightingale Woods will prove to be inadequate to
meet the emerging need for green open space. The 42 hectares of the OGC is only 3-4
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miles/10-15 minutes away from this new development. With a frequent bus service and
plenty of parking for most of the week the OGC will be a popular destination for new
residents. Offsetting biodiversity on this site will also assist the borough to deliver its
housing targets.

The growth of the borough will mean more burial space is required, an important
infrastructure requirement and the Natural Burial Ground will support this.

Achieving Net Zero - ensuring we fully play our part as a Council and a town in combatting

climate change. Working with communities to find new ways of doing things that help not hinder the
natural environment.

Government Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Policy. Golf Courses that are allowed to naturally
rewild are capturing 8 tons of carbon per ha per year infinite and can be improved by a
proper management program. Reducing car travel, the OGC is accessible on foot or by bike
for most of Highworth’s residents supporting achieving net zero and is only a few minutes
walk from the town centre and the Halo recreation facility. It is a superb local facility loved
by Highworth residents and borough wide.
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3.4 Government Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) Policy

“Biodiversity net gain (BNG) is a way to contribute to the recovery of nature while
developing land. It is making sure the habitat for wildlife is in a better state than it was
before development. This will apply from November 2023 for developments in the Town
and Country Planning Act 1990, unless it is exempt. It will apply to small sites from April
2024.”

Land Managers can get paid by
selling biodiversity units.

You must be a land manager with:

e LandinEngland

e Consentto register land if
you’re not the landowner

e Alegal agreement for the
land you’re registering

Local Planning Authorities will have to approve a biodiversity net gain plan for development
work before it can start.”

Source: Understanding biodiversity net gain — GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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Walking the cut paths of the OGC



http://www.gov.uk/
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3.5 Government '15 Minute’ Policy — footpath map

“The Environmental Improvement Plan 2023 covers how government will:

Create and restore at least 500,000 hectares of new wildlife habitats, starting with 70 new
wildlife projects including 25 new or expanded National Nature Reserves and 19 further
Nature Recovery Projects.

Deliver a clean and plentiful supply of water for people and nature into the future, by
tackling leaks, publishing a roadmap to boost household water efficiency, and enabling
greater sources of supply.

Challenge councils to improve air quality more quickly and tackle key hotspots.

Transform the management of 70% of our countryside by incentivising farmers to adopt
nature-friendly practices.

Boost green growth and create new jobs —from foresters and farmers to roles in green
finance and research and development.

The public will also benefit from a new commitment to access green space or water within
a 15-minute walk from their home, such as woodlands, wetlands, parks and rivers.”
Source: Ambitious roadmap for a cleaner, greener country -GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)



http://www.gov.uk/

16

3.6 Extracts from ‘Fields in Trust -Revaluing Parks and
Green Spaces’

Fields in Trust is a British charity set up in 1925 as the National
Playing Fields Association(NPFA), by Brigadier-General Reginald
Kentish and the Duke of York later King George VI, who was the first
president, which protects parks and green spaces and promotes the
cause of accessible spaces for play, sports and recreation in British
cities and towns.

e Revaluing Parks and Green Spaces aims to change perceptions by establishing a
baseline for the value that parks and green spaces contribute to health and
wellbeing rather than simply being judged by what they cost to maintain. The
research findings demonstrate that parks and green spaces across the United
Kingdom provide people with over £34 billion of health and wellbeing benefits.

e The Total Economic Value to an individual is £30.24 per year (£2.52 per month), and
includes benefits gained from using their local park or green space and non-use
benefits such as the preservation of parks for future generations.

e Parks and green spaces are estimated to save the NHS around £111 million per year
based solely on a reduction in GP visits and excluding any additional savings from
prescribing or referrals.

® The Wellbeing Value, associated with the frequent use of local parks and green
spaces is worth £34.2 billion per year to the entire UK adult population. An individual
would need to be compensated by £974 a year to replace the life satisfaction they
would have gained from using their local park or green space (more than once per
month). £974 is equivalent to approximately 9 days’ pay for the average UK earner
(£27,600). Aggregated across the UK an estimated £34.2 billion worth of wellbeing
benefits per year are delivered by frequent use of parks and green spaces.
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3.7 Health Statistics that support the proposed plan

34% of UK adults had connected more with nature during the pandemic.
MHAW21-Nature-research-report.pdf (mentalhealth.org.uk)

45% of the UK adult population used visiting green spaces such as parks as the top coping
mechanism for stress during the pandemic.
MHAW21-Nature-research-report.pdf (mentalhealth.org.uk)

What are the health benefits of physical activity?

dementia by

All-cause
up to 30% mortality by
30%
cardiovascular

disease by up

hip fractures by to 35%

up to 68% Regular physical

activity reduces

your risk of t.’ type 2
diabetes by

up to 40%
depression colon cancer
by up to by 30%

30%

breast cancer by 20%

73% of UK adults surveyed said that connecting with nature has been important in terms
of managing their mental health during the pandemic.

MHAW21-Nature-research-report.pdf (mentalhealth.org.uk)JThe multiple benefits of local green
space and routine contact with nature include:

° Improved public health, both physical and mental

° Reduced stress and improved wellbeing

° Healthier early years and childhood development

° Opportunities for informal and formal learning and improved educational

attainment
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Reduced health-related costs to society

Increased social cohesion within and between neighbourhoods and communities

Friends of the Earth — England’s Green Space Gap

Public Health England (PHE) in 2014 published,
‘Everybody active, every day’, a framework for national and local action to address the

national physical inactivity epidemic, responsible for 1 in 6 deaths and costing the country
an estimated £7.4 billion a year.
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4.1 Proposal Scope

HTC is responding to a mandate by the people of Highworth to request a standard long-
term 99-year lease on the OGC site. The site is 42 hectares in size and HTC would seek to use
the land to enhance the public health of residents of the borough by encouraging walking,
outdoor games, relocation and redevelopment of the play area along with additional
allotment sites, grass football pitches and a Natural Burial Ground. The current Golf
Clubhouse would become a multipurpose café and community space which would support
the OGC site along with the existing surrounding facilities, with the inclusion of an
Information and Study Centre for educational instruction on nature and wildlife
preservation.

HTC is working with Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, the National Trust and SBC’'s Community Forest
Officer to establish long-term partnerships aiming to enhance and develop the ecological
and biodiversity aspects of this key borough site following an ecological survey (already
delivered) and a detailed management plan (under development).

- The Town Council have the appetite and drive to develop
this in a sustainable way. As a public authority, HTC is
well-placed to receive a 99-year lease on this publicly
owned land. It has access to S106, CIL and Precept
monies and can help deliver on the new borough
priorities and environmental policies.

The Wiltshire Wildlife Trust (via the Swindon Conservation Manager and the Head of
Business Development & Community Engagement) offer partnership and advice and will
commit resource to the project.

The National Trust offers advice, and the Local Community can form a ‘Friends’
organisation with volunteers and can raise some funds. There is huge support from
residents - for example, 4,600 people supported a petition to SBC in 2020 to retain the site
as open & green.

A detailed management plan to be developed through partnership working with Wiltshire
Wildlife Trust, the National Trust and Swindon Community Forest, to identify areas within
the site that can enhance the biodiversity, wetlands, hedgerows and linking wildlife
corridors, in keeping with Government strategy.

Linking wildlife corridors is forming a policy within the review of the Neighbourhood Plan
and will link the OGC site with Pentylands Country Park, Stanton and beyond.

SBC is already aligned to successfully working in this way as seen with the partnership
working proposal with WWT that recently went before SBC Cabinet. Comparable successful
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transfers by SBC include, Stanton Fitzwarren Park, Every Cloud, St Marks Tennis Centre and
Richard Jefferies Museum.

HTC will work towards developing existing ponds to encourage aquatic wildlife, such as
great crested newts, as well as habitats for birds, bats and insects as described in the
ecological survey results commissioned by HTC in the appendix. These ponds could also be
combined as run off for flood water from the surrounding area.

SCHOOLS AND YOUNG PEOPLE PROGRAM

This involves advice from our partners, the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust (Nature, Biodiversity) and The National

Trust Coleshill (Public Engagement, Education). For a Nature Park under SBC’s Option 1 for the site we

plan

e Three Nature Trails around the site, with interpretation boards: a winter (dry) route, plus short and
long ones. These are for visitors.

e A Nature-Themed Cafe in the former golf shop, with resources.

e A Schools Pack with resources for teachers, with worksheets and activities. It is anticipated that typical
visits would be half a day or a whole day, mainly by primary schools in the Borough. We anticipate
engagement to include wildflower meadows, ponds and ponds & pond life, wetlands with boardwalks,
woodland trees, flowers & fauna, plus the old bunkers (which host a lot of wildlife).

e Secondary schools may also be involved in projects such as mapping habitats.
e Information, worksheets and suggested activities for parents bringing young people on the site.

e Information for Community Groups from Swindon and wider area, visiting the park.

We will develop options for a sheltered area to be used as a base for visiting groups and for bad weather.
The Nature Café is a very important part of this program.

We will access the Government (DfE)- sponsored £15M investment to help young people to learn outdoors
and to experience nature. Under this 2023 ‘Climate Change and Sustainability Strategy’, free educational
resources will be available to all, and a ‘National Education Nature Park’ set up. Teachers now have climate
change in their continuing professional development, and a Natural History GCSE is being introduced in
2025. There are a large number of other grant-providers helping schools link with nature.

“For children, the effects [of connecting with nature] are more profound, with a wealth of evidence
showing those who spend time outside connecting with nature see improvements in school attendance,
behaviours, academic achievement, and social skills like teamwork”.

“Anything can be taught outdoors”.

(Natural England, 16 May 2023).
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4.2 Proposed Projects

Biodiversity net gain, ecological preservation, carbon capture, wildflower meadows
wetlands, tree & hedge planting, bird & bat boxes

Additional allotment provision as identified by planning application S/OUT/20/0422
Allocation of a cricket provision supported by Wiltshire Cricket and Sport England
Additional grass football pitches within the overall site, identified in SBC’s Playing
Pitch Strategy adopted by SBC Cabinet

Natural Burial Ground - cemetery space is limited not just in Highworth but across
the borough and people’s wishes surrounding burials are changing to a more
sustainable resting place

Woodland development, including a Community Orchard, delivering SBC’s
commitment to tree planting

Education facility to support local schools and community groups

Café & picnic area to provide a social hub for the site and facilities to encourage
visitors from outside the town

Relocated children’s play area, investment in accessible and inclusive equipment to
combat inequality

Exercise ‘Trim Trail’

Nature trails

Country Walks/Cycle Routes - mental health, exercise, obesity etc

Park run

As the site evolves there may be other potential opportunities
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4.3 Site Plan & Indicative Layout

1- Natural Burial Ground

2- Play Area

3- Further Allotments

4- Additional Parking

5- Picnic Area

6- More Grass Football Pitches

7- Cricket Pitch

8- Café/Nature Education Centre

Survey Summary

1067 people responded to the public consultation with 88% of people answering that the
site should not be built on at all and 92% of people supporting Highworth Town Council
taking over the site for the benefit of Highworth and wider area. Future use of the OGC
were split relatively evenly between dog walking, exercise, for its beauty and tranquility,
mental health and wellbeing, nature and wildlife, recreation, social and to enjoy the views.

With the overwhelming support in retaining this important green space Highworth Town
Council asked if residents would be willing to pay via their council tax precept:

12% declined to pay anything
8% £1-2 per year

21% up to £5 per year

32% up to £10 per year

26% more than £10 per year

An increase of £5 per household would generate an increase in precept income to
Highworth Town Council of approximately £20,000. Not only do residents fully support this
proposal they are prepared for a rise in their precept to cover the cost if necessary.

Cafe

The redundant old golf shop is located in a central location and benefits from beautiful
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views due to its elevated position. There is good flat access and plenty of parking adjacent
to the site. The location is close to bus stops, ensuring it is a sustainable location. During
extensive public consultation borough residents requested this building be converted into a
cafe. To ensure its long- term viability it is envisaged that the cafe is multipurpose with a
daytime cafe/education centre for schools and evening restaurant. The facility will be
accessible for all residents of the borough.

Allotments

HTC has 235 allotment plots, all of which are allocated. There is a waiting list of 8 currently
and this demand will only increase with new development and increasing population. This
additional need was also evidenced within the consultation responses.

Tree and hedgerow planting

Trees. Whilst the site can accommodate a reasonable level of tree w

planting, this will need to be sympathetically carried out to link areas
together, define boundaries of features, and protect sensitive areas,
block planting should be avoided, as it will detract from the overall
open concept of the site.

Hedgerows. There are numerous hedgerows on the site, and many
are in poor condition from lack of maintenance, these hedgerows will
need a variety of management techniques. Some will benefit from being allowed to grow
out and naturally expand whilst others particularly boundary hedges would benefit from a
variety of management techniques to reinforce them, such as laying, back planting with
suitable hedgerow trees and shrubs, and other forms of natural reinforcement. This would
clearly define the boundaries and protect neighbouring properties.

Wetland creation & preservation

There are a number of Ponds, streams, wet areas and ditches carrying water located on the
southern portion of the site that have the potential, with management to become
important wetland areas. In particular there is an area that in the creation of the Old Golf
Course, was piped to create a fairway. The removal of or blocking of the pies would allow
an extensive area to return to its original natural wetland and thereby create a link to other
ponds and streams on the site, creating a cohesive wetland network.

Community Orchard

Within the consultation responses, residents and community groups were extremely supportive of
the idea of a community orchard, in particular the cider group were very keen to work with HTC on
this initiative.Natural Burial Ground

This area would provide much needed additional burial space for the borough supported by
the Green Infrastructure Strategy for Swindon 2010-2026: Providing attractive space for
quiet contemplation and of spiritual significance, wildlife refuges. This strategy therefore
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notes the importance of church yards and burial grounds within the context of Gl networks’.

As an existing burial authority HTC is best placed to manage this facility and has trained
experienced staff to ensure the project can be delivered.

Westmill Woodland Burial Ground

What is the attraction?

e Far less damaging effect on the environment than traditional cemetery burials.

e No large stones, tarmac or gravel paths. The creation of a beautiful, peaceful site for
families to visit. Your family are part of creating a memorial nature reserve
for the enjoyment of people, plants and animals for generations to come.

e No harmful pollution going into the air, no massive energy use as in cremation even
with the newly improved cremators.

e The use of biodegradable coffins and control
over the use of chemicals going into the ground
prevents harm to wildlife and soil quality. You
really do go back to nature!

I Regulated by the Association of Natural Burial
Grounds, part of the Natural Death Centre, this
could be a great asset to the borough.

Westmill Woodland Burial Ground
. The site has good accessibility by public transport and is therefore a sustainable

location.

Picnic Area

A picnic area would be greatly valued by residents, as evidenced in the extensive
consultation. With accessible benches located by the Café, toilets and play area so that
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families can easily make use of all three facilities and ensure easy access to those with

reduced mobility again, making it inclusive and accessible —— e
to all. : !

The provision of other similar picnic benches at strategic
points around the OGC would allow those with greater
mobility to enjoy picnics further afield on the land.

Benches under the existing tree line would provide easy
access and suitable shelter from both light rain and strong
sunshine whilst still allowing for attractive views funded
through the memorial benches scheme.

Children’s Play Area

An outdoor play area, for use by all
children would replace the existing,
ageing playground on the Upper Rec.
This would be in the Northeastern
corner of the OGC, close to the picnic
area and Café to allow families to make
use of all three facilities in close
proximity.

Exercise Trim Trail

A frequent suggestion in the various surveys and
consultations is to have a “trim trail” of varied outdoor gym
equipment’s. A café, picnic area and play area already
proposed for the Northeastern corner, it is proposed to
distribute exercise equipment individually around the
perimeter of the land in a genuine “trim trail”. This will
encourage use of the whole site and provide a more
beneficial exercise activity for those using the equipment
owing to the need to walk, jog or run between equipment.

Local fitness experts (Halo, individual Highworth residents) would be asked to provide advice on the
appropriate type of exercise stations, the optimum distance between them and the best ordering of
equipment to alternate exercise of major muscle groups.

Consideration would be given to the provision of a path linking the exercise station s around the
perimeter of the land as this would provide more of an ‘all year’ trim trail.
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Nature Trails

Nature trails will be provided around this beautiful
and varied landscape, starting from nature-themed
cafe and linking wildflower meadows, woodland
areas with ancient trees, ponds, wetland areas and
streams. Interpretation boards along the route will
provide information about local flora and fauna and
nature conservation. At least part of these trails
would be wheelchair accessible, with plans to
extend overtime. This would create an ideal
opportunity for outdoor learning activities for
schools famllles and the W|der communlty, whilst encouraging people to walk around the
wider site.

Park Run

Parkrun is a free, weekly, timed 5km event that is open to all ages and fitness levels. Its ethos of
inclusivity and wellbeing aligns well with both the aims of Wiltshire and Swindon Sports Partnership
and the sustainability and health objectives of Swindon Borough Council and Highworth Town Council.
With physical inactivity being a national concern, providing a local opportunity for accessible, regular
physical activity is timely and impactful.

The Old Golf Course site presents a unique opportunity for hosting a Parkrun. It is:

Completely free of road crossings, ensuring a safe environment.
Already mapped with a viable 5km course.

Publicly accessible and previously used for recreational purposes.

Close to residential areas, enhancing walkability and local participation.

The Old Golf Course site is a highly suitable location for a local Parkrun, with strong community
appetite, a mapped course, and no road crossings. With the support of WASP and funding from
Highworth Town Council, a Parkrun at this location could be operational within months and become a
flagship example of local collaboration and health promotion.
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4.4lmplementation

HTC is committed to working with WWT, Friends of the OGC and residents to submit a
proposal for the long-term retention of the town’s OGC as an accessible, local, open green
space adjacent to the town for the benefit of borough residents.

Why HTC and not a commercial entity? HTC does not need to run the site for profit, in
contrast to a commercial entity which would need to make significant profit for financial
viability. A commercial entity would not have the same green priorities or desire to
maximize non-income-generating visitor benefits.

HTC can commit to a long-term management of the site, whereas a commercial entity will
be focused upon short-term financial profit for shareholders, as seen previously with
Twigmarket’s management of the Golf Course.

HTC has the capacity to manage this site with the support and enthusiasm of the
community, and in partnership with Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, the National Trust and Swindon
Community Forest. HTC is the best vehicle to deliver this sustainable vision to benefit the
residents of the borough for generations to come at no additional cost to SBC.

HTC is best placed to hold a long-term, 99-year lease as funds can be secured to manage
the site through the precept while also utilising the existing Grounds Team and equipment.
Additional funding can be gained through S106/CIL and external grants applied for by HTC.
Residents’ support for use of the precept can be seen in the HTC consultation survey results.

This plan delivers against SBC priorities and meeting government strategy and policy
priorities, combatting inequality, building a better Swindon and achieving net zero in
addition to the Playing Pitch Strategy and other values being offered including additional
burial space urgently required for the borough.

This plan provides for significant biodiversity net gain offsetting for future housing
developments not only in Highworth but the wider borough. This proposal therefore assists

SBC in meeting Government strategy and policy.

This plan is in partnership with Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, National Trust and SBC Community
Forest to enhance the already diverse and well-established ecological status of the area.

HTC will deliver the Natural Burial Ground, allotment site and community orchard.

HTC will lease the OGC building as a community space/café with the income reinvested into
the site and maintain the upkeep of the buildings.
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5.1 How this Plan will be delivered:

Forecast annual income

Per annum (£)

Café Rental 5,000-10,000

Allotments Rental 2,000-3,000

Natural Burial Ground plot purchases 15,000-20,000

Grass pitches Rental 1,000-2,000
Total | £30,000

Forecast one-off income

One off payment (£)

Existing S106 funds aligned to environmental improvements 7256.09

Existing S106 funds aligned to public realm 1,000

Existing S106 funds aligned to play areas, earmarked reserves 580,000

and future grant funding to deliver 3 parks across the town

Redlands phase 2 S106 aligned to offsite local open space 34706.67

allocated to HTC

Redlands phase 2 S106 aligned to offsite major open space 10834.49

allocated to HTC

Gladmans site - S/OUT/20/0422 S106 owing to HTC aligned

to:

Allotments 157,000
Total £790797.25

Forecast annual expenditure

Per annum £

Additional grounds staff HTC PRECEPT 23/24 (ONGOING, 29,900
INCLUDES ONCOSTS)
WWT Partnership working | Initial Management Plan S106 20,000
Community Orchard Grant Funding available through
SBC Green Infrastructure 0
Program
Total £49,900

Existing S106 monies held by HTC

Partnership working with WWT would initially be funded through the additional staff
member and/or Redlands phase 2 contributions, once a management plan for the site has
been approved this will be used to offset biodiversity net gain with developer credits and

essentially be self-funding.




Project / Policy | Funding | Delivery
Initiative | Source
Biodiversity Government Government | Through partnership working with WWT and development of a
Net Gain Climate Policy offsetting comprehensive management plan for the site. Developers must
purchase of biodiversity | offset biodiversity through purchasing credits which are
credits by credits reinvested in the site to provide biodiversity net gain
developers scheme
Café and HTC ClL To provide a social hub to the whole site and wider area
education Neighbourhoo
centre dd Plan
Allotments HTC S$106 £157k | With hundreds of houses proposed for development within the
Neighbourhoo town through the local plan, review the desire to cultivate an
ddPlan allotment has increased . Currently HTC has 223 plots in
Highworth with a waiting list of 8. £157K S106 agreement is
already in place through planning application of the Gladman
Site on Shrivenham Road. This site allows the allotments to be
delivered on a phased approach.
Natural Burial Government CIL/S106 Increase in enquiries for natural burials supports the wider
Ground Climate borough in offering this facility not currently offered within
Targets, SBC Swindon.
cemetery
requirements
Woodland SBC targets Planting Working in partnership with WWT to deliver the management
including initiatives, plan and working with Community Forest and Green
Community Grant Infrastructure Program Manager at SBC and a network of local
Orchard and Fundingvia | volunteers.
hedgerow strategic
planting growth and
space SBC
Children’sPlay] Government Existing The play area would be relocated near to the Golf Shop building,
Area and Health reservesand | ensuring accessible and inclusive facilities for all ages close to
exercise trim Strategy S106 £200k- | amenities. The play area would be in keeping with the area.
trail £250k
Grass Pitches SBC Playing Football Relocation of the Play Area would allow for additional grass
Football & Pitch Strategy Foundation J pitches to be incorporated onto the Upper Rec, this would allow
Cricket as part of the | for a permanent cricket square to be incorporated on the
3g project Lower Rec without interfering with football and is supported by
Wiltshire Cricket.
Compound To be used as a depot for the Grounds Team, who currently do
/Garage not have an allocated area. Would allow for EV Charging points

and transition to electric fleet
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6.1 Supporting statements

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, Damian Haasjes - Head of Business Development and Community
Engagement. | am sure we will be able to do some great things moving forward and
working together with the Old Golf Course site. Trustees at the Full Council meeting on
Wednesday and they have agreed that Wiltshire Wildlife Trust will be happy to work in
partnership to develop the site and work on a partnership agreement with yourselves on
the way forward to managing the site for the future.

National Trust The National Trust is supportive of this project as it offers
the potential to provide welcome green space for local people while
also delivering for climate change and wildlife. Local green spaces
provide many benefits for people, as was clearly illustrated during the
lockdowns. The Highworth Old Golf Course is large enough to provide
greater access opportunities and has quiet areas where wildlife can
flourish. The combination of old hedgerows, trees, grassland and
wetland in one site provides a mosaic of habitats that is difficult to
recreate elsewhere and so provides a refuge for wildlife. The Trust is
happy to provide support and advice to the Town Council on habitat
management and community engagement.

Highworth’s Old Golf Course Action Group Since its formation in 2021,
the Action Group For Saving Highworth’s Old Golf Course (HOGC AG)
has acted as the focal point for unified representation of the wishes of
the majority of Highworth’s residents to keep the land as open public
green space, accessible to all, for the purposes of physical and mental
wellbeing, recreation and leisure, ecological protection, and as part of
Swindon’s fight against climate change. We have worked to these ends
with our MP, Swindon Borough Council, Highworth Town Council, the
National Trust and Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. HOGC AG has collaborated
closely with HTC in the production of this proposal for the future of Highworth’s Old Golf
Course and fully supports this comprehensive, sustainable plan which our four and a half
thousand supporters will assist in implementing and sustaining overtime. We strongly urge
SBC to accept the plan’s proposals.

MP Will Stone
Since being selected as the parliamentary candidate for Swindon North | have been in
support of Highworth’s campaign to keep the old golf course green.

I hope that my council colleagues listen to the residents of Highworth and adopt Option 1,
keeping the area as green space that current and future borough residents can enjoy for
generations to come.

Highworth is due to expand by over 1,000 houses over a 5-year period. Whilst | am in favour
of future developments, | believe that protecting this vital open, green space is essential,
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residents deserve access to quality green open spaces for their health and well-being.

Highworth’s Business Proposal goes to the very heart of Swindon Borough Councils Fairer,
Better, Greener agenda. This is a fantastic opportunity to create a new nature park, utilising
and enhancing existing natural habitats, with bio-diversity net gains to offset the impact of
the new developments.

With multi agency working we can maximise the environmental benefits, right on our very
doorstep. In addition, the plans for improved sporting provision, extended allotments and a
new café/education centre will be a real boost for the local community.

MP Justin Tomlinson Having represented our local community for 23 years, firstly as a
Councillor and then as the MP | have seen many campaigns over the years. The Save
Highworth Golf Course campaign was first-class. Not only securing the site, but working
tirelessly to offer a constructive, sustainable and hugely beneficial future for this vital public
open space.

Highworth is set to expand by over 1,000 houses over a 5-year period - already more than
its fair share of new housing. Protecting this vital open space is essential. These proposals
go to the very heart of the future of wider development. As a growing town delivering new
houses for the next generation, it is essential we secure sites as public open space, utilising
natural habitats / biodiversity to offset the impact of the new developments. Working with
organisations like Wiltshire Wildlife Trust we can maximize the environmental benefits,
right on our very doorsteps. In addition, the plans for improved sporting provision,
extended allotments and a new café will be a real boost for the local community.

Having worked with the Group throughout, | am proud to endorse these exciting proposals.
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7.1 Appendix

1. Supporting statements continued

2. Ecological Survey commissioned by HTC

EC002718 871b-Highworth-Golf-Course-Preliminary-Ecological-Appraisal.pdf
(highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk)

3. Summary Results from Public Consultation

https://highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/0GC-Survey-

summary.pdf
Appendix 1 — Supporting statements continued

Liz Rothschild, Director of Westmill Woodland Burial Ground CIC. | am very happy to
support the initiative within Highworth to develop a green burial ground within the town.
We have seen clearly over our last fifteen years of full operation at Westmill that the
awareness of interest in and desire for green burials is increasing year on year. We now
have the respect and understanding of the local funeral directors who were understandable
unsure about us initially. Now they can see that what we do is efficient, economic, flexible,
respectful and compassionate, we have their full support. We regularly receive feedback
from people attending our funerals saying if they had understood this was an option they
would have chosen it for their family and that they now intend to pursue it for themselves.
It is a place people love to come for some peaceful time in nature, children feel relaxed and
comfortable here, there are no maintenance concerns for families, and we are creating a
sustainable haven for wildlife for the future. Maintenance is of course required to maintain
paths, sitting areas etc and to ensure invasive weeds do not dominate. If the Highworth
burial ground joins the Association of Natural Burial Grounds, then there is accountability
and a set of standards to which to adhere ensuring that the principles of green burial are
truly respected. There is also valuable support from the organisation year on year. Our own
burial ground will have reached capacity in seven years and will only be accepting those who
have made pre bookings here. So, if this new site is available from that time it will ensure
that this kind of option is still available to the local community. | am amazed at how little
account seems to be taken of the need for burial space in our communities when so much
new housing is developed. There is a chronic shortage of burial space both nationally and
locally and this would help to reduce the pressure for the Council as well as protecting a
valuable piece of green space for the community.

Ruth Coughlin (Chair of Highworth Forget Me Not Cafe) On behalf of our local charity the
Highworth Forget Me Not Cafe, | would like to say how much we would love to see the Old
Golf Course lease given over to Highworth Town Council and for it to remain available and
for it to continue to be a much valued outdoor space for our various group attendees and
for ourselves too, for many years to come.



https://highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/ECO02718_871b-Highworth-Golf-Course-Preliminary-Ecological-Appraisal.pdf
https://highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/ECO02718_871b-Highworth-Golf-Course-Preliminary-Ecological-Appraisal.pdf
https://highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/OGC-Survey-summary.pdf
https://highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/OGC-Survey-summary.pdf
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We hold a monthly Memory Cafe, Seated Exercise session, a Dementia Friendly Choir,
maintain an allotment and run a weekly Friendship Friday group, all within and much
needed in our wonderful Highworth town. Our attendee’s well-being is what we are about
and we know how important it is to promote a good sense of this in as many ways as we
can. Many of our attendees across our groups are couples where one of them is living with
Dementia and for some, their private carers support them to come along too. Others are
elderly residents now living alone and we are also supporting younger people too with
similar illnesses or mental health struggles and those who have become isolated by changes
in their circumstances. We regularly have 60 attendees at our Memory Cafe and between
25-30 on Fridays, who are mainly Highworth residents.

We run activities in all our groups that help to bring a smile to their faces, lift their mood
and create new friendships and promote self worth.

Several of our attendees struggle with mobility issues, whether being a bit unsteady or
slightly off balance, to using a stick, rolator walker or a wheelchair and as with Dementia,
Parkinson’s progression and just getting older, mobility does tend to decline over time.

We would love to be able to offer our attendees the chance to use the Old Golf Course more
to meet up there and for it to be available to everyone. It would really benefit many more of
them if this was fully accessibly to everyone. It would be great for it to have an accessible
cafe, large seating area, wheelchair friendly pathways, accessible nature areas and plenty of
parking nearby. We would love to bring our Memory Cafe and Friendship Fridays group
attendees here with the minibus or for them to access it themselves by car or for our fitter
people to come on foot. It would be a definite benefit to them in offering them more of a
chance to be able to enjoy the surrounding countryside and to spend time together in an
outdoor space. It would be a great place to socialise and is surrounded by nature and is to
be enjoyed and appreciated by being on our very own town doorstep in Highworth. Fresh
air and open spaces bring a great sense of calm and well-being. Some of our attendees live
in flats with no gardens of their own, so they would value more time outdoors. Others can
easily become more isolated, due to their mental health and various diagnoses and general
changes in themselves or their loved ones and so can find life more difficult and so easily
end up with a low mood, which then needs boosting as much as possible.

Most of our attendees are Highworth residents or live within a few miles of here and would
gain generally beyond what we offer just as a charity, with the chance to enjoy a local
outdoor space with their family and friends and carers too. With the opportunity it holds for
bringing about increased accessibility to this space, it really would promote their well-being
and bring them more opportunities for inclusion within their local community. We fully
support the Highworth Old Golf Course being made a permanent available space to benefit
all its local residents and for all those around us too and for it to become a fully accessible
space for all.

Andrew Snowden, Chair, Highworth and Swindon Walking Club The Highworth and
Swindon Walking Club is an active club based in the Highworth and Swindon area. Our
program of walks embraces local walks and walks further away. We have 130 members, and
the Club promotes walking in the countryside with companionship, which benefits physical
and mental health.

The Club values the open, accessible land on the former civic golf course in Highworth.
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During the lockdowns, members walked on this site a great deal, and now in ‘normal’ times
Club walks from time to time access this land, with routes for example from the

Highworth Rec to any of Sevenhampton, Stanton Fitzwarren and Hampton/Hannington. We
value and use the public rights of way and the permissive paths on the site.

Away from the formal program of walks we know that our Highworth resident members
make extensive use of the Old Golf Course for informal walking either solo or with friends.

Paul Newton-Smith, Highworth Night Sky Group. | am writing to you as | am concerned
about the future of the old golf course here in Highworth. | run a Facebook and open reach
astronomy group which currently has just over 300 members. The aim of this group is to
promote an interest in the night sky over Highworth as well as introducing youngsters and
others to the hobby of astronomy. | have used the old golf course as a viewing site as it is
not only very convenient being located on the edge of our town, but it has ample parking
and is a safe environment for young adults and children to be. The added bonus is that there

are usually other people around, such as dog walkers, who are also able to take advantage
of viewing the Moon and planets through a telescope, sometimes for the first time.

The old golf course is also one of the few areas dark enough to be able to see the night sky
in all its glory as unfortunately, the new streetlights are too bright for us to view from our
own gardens. This dark area is also important for general wildlife as well, and there have
been articles in the press lately expressing concern about how much light pollution is
blighting our lives.

If we were to lose this site for further development and therefore produce more light
pollution, it will have a large impact on our group as finding a replacement local dark area
would be almost impossible.

Neil George, Chair, Highworth Camera Club. | am writing to you about the Old Golf Course
in my role as the current chair of Highworth Camera Club.

As a club, we, especially the Highworth residents of the club, are keen to see the Old Golf
Course remain as it is. Many of our members use the area for landscape photography, plant
photography, bird photography, and macro photography of insects and fungi. The club is
currently organising what we hope will be the first of many photography sessions there
which will be open to the public for others to come and learn and share our enjoyment of
our hobby. Our first session on the golf course will be a landscape photography session in
April (I believe Kevin O’'Donoghue has already written to you about this), but | hope that we
can arrange other sessions where we perhaps search for insects during the summer, for
fungi in the autumn etc. (there have been many different types of fungi, some unusual,
found and photographed there already and it is an area rich in different flora and fauna).

There has been a lot in the news recently about how important both nature and creativity
are for our mental health. The Old Golf Course provides us as a club with a place to
experience both, so we are passionate about this open space remaining a place where
people can enjoy nature and, in our case, take pictures of it.

Keith Davidson, Keith Davidson Photography. | firmly believe that it is vital that this green
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open space is protected from any future development. Not only for the residents of
Highworth, but, perhaps more importantly, for the plethora of wildlife that calls the area
home.

As a wildlife photographer, | perhaps see more diverse wildlife on the old gold course than
the casual walker. The area is vital to the wellbeing of species such as:

e Barn Owls
e Tawny Owls

o Kestrels

e Buzzards
e Stoats

e Weasels
e Roe Deer
e Red Foxes
e Squirrels
e Hares

° Rabbits

e Frogs

e Toads

e Newts

and many other animals and wild flower species.

Recent developments in Highworth have had an adverse effect on local wildlife. The
Backhouse development has seen the loss of Badgers, Foxes and Roe Deer. | understand
that the badger set in that area was to be relocated prior to development but have seen no
evidence of this. The Foxes and Roe Deer have, in all probability, moved across the road
onto the old golf course. The proposed developments on Shrivenham Road will further
deplete natural habitats.

Similarly, the Aldi development has removed habitat for Foxes, Roe and Fallow Deer.
Any development on the old golf course will further remove habitat vital to all these species.

Not only this but, since the outbreak of Covid, more residents of Highworth and the
surrounding area have used this area for the benefit of both their physical and mental
wellbeing. Just being that environment has a major beneficial effect for the local
population. From an entirely personal point of view, this is probably the only open area,
within the boundaries of Highworth, where | am able to roam freely to watch and
photograph wildlife in a truly mixed environment. (Woods, rough pasture, marshland etc.)

| would strongly urge the Town Council to resist (with all avenues available to them)
development of any sort on this valuable community asset.
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LIST OF FLORA AND FAUNA REPORTED ON THE OLD GOLF COURSE
Total 172 species.

BIRDS

Tree Creeper Barn Owl Blackbird Buzzard Chaffinch Chiff Chaff
Carrion Crow Field Fare Green Woodpecker Goldfinch Great Tit

Greater Spotted Woodpecker Heron Jay Long-Tailed Tit Magpie
Mistle Thrush Raven Red Kite Robin Rook Skylark Song
Thrush

Warbler Wren Yellowhammer Pied Wagtail Tawnyowl Little Owl
Snowy Owl Kestrel Greenfinch  Linnet Blue Tit Pheasant
Partridge @ Wood Pigeon Sparrowhawk Common Whitethroat

Blackcap House Sparrow Dunnock Jackdaw Chaffinch

Lesser Black-Backed Gull Starling Corn Bunting CoalTit House Martin
Stock Dove Herring Gull Red-Legged Partridge Canada Goose

Mallard Goldcrest Cuckoo RedWing Bullfinch Swift

FLOWERS

Bee Orchid Blue Violets Buttercup Celandine Common Spotted Orchid
Creeping Thistle Daisy Dandelions Early Purple Orchid Forget me not

Ladies Smock Pyramidal Orchid Ragwort Welted Thistle White Violets
ANIMALS

Fallow Deer Roe Deer Vole Hedgehogs Muntjac Rabbits Hare Fox
Stoat Hedgehog Bats (mammals)

BUTTERFLIES & MOTHS

Brimstone Burnet Moth Comma Garden Tiger Gatekeeper Large White
Marbled White Meadow Brown Orangetip  Painted Lady Peacock
Peacock Caterpillars Red Admiral Ringlet Skipper Small Heath Small
skipper

Small Tortoiseshell Small White Speckled Wood

OTHER INSECTS

Bee Flies Black Oil Beetles Bumble Bee HoneyBee Hornet Ladybirds

Mason Bee Solitary Bee Wasp Hornet Hornet Mimic Hoverfly

Cinnabar moth caterpillars Roesels bush cricket Emperor Dragonfly

TREES

Alder Ash  Aspen Elder (isolated) English Oak Field Maple
Hawthorn

Blackthorn Hornbeam Horse Chestnut Manna Ash  Poplar Willow

Seedling Apple Sessile Oak  Silver Birch  Sycamore Wild Cherry

HEDGEROW AND FIELD PLANTS

Bramble Crab Apple Damson Dog Rose Dogwood Holly

Elder ElIm Ivy Cow Parsley Great Willowherb  Hogweed Kidney
Vetch
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Nettles
Verbascum

Ladies Bedstraw = Meadowsweet
RoseBay Willowherb Teasel
Snakeshead
Fritillary Yellow Spindleberry Rosehip
WATER-BASED

Tadpoles Common Newt

FUNGI, LICHENS & SLIMES
Amber Sap Blushing Rosette
Crystal Brain Fungus
Hooded Sunburst Lichen
Shield Lichen

Collard Earthstar
Dog Slick Slime Mold
Hooded Rosette Lichen

Total 172 Species

Reedmace (Bullrush)
Brooklime Fritillary

Common Sunburst Lichen
Dotted Ribbon Lichen
Moss Bell Wax Cap

Source: Expert site users, especially M & K Saunders, K.Donogue

LIST 2: PLANTS, SHRUBS, FLOWERS & TREES

Identified by Wiltshire Botanical Society, June 2024 . Total 141 species.

Field Maple
Sycamore

Yarrow
Horse-chestnut
Creeping Bent
Garlic Mustard
Alder

Meadow Foxtail
Barren Brome
Sweet Vernal-grass
Cow Parsley
Parsley-piert
Fool's-water-cress
Lesser Burdock
False Oat-Grass
Lords-and-Ladies
Daisy

Lesser Water-parsnip
False-brome
Soft-brome
Smooth Brome
Cuckooflower
Welted Thistle
Glaucous Sedge
Hairy Sedge

False Fox-sedge
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Spiked Sedge
Common Knapweed
Common Mouse-ear
Sticky Mouse-ear
Rough Chervil
Enchanter's-nightshade
Creeping Thistle
Marsh Thistle

Spear Thistle

Pignut

Field Bindweed
Dogwood

Hazel

Hawthorn

Smooth Hawk's-beard
Beaked Hawk's-beard
Crested Dog's-tail
Cock's-foot

Common Spotted-orchid
Carrot

Tufted Hair-grass
Great Willowherb
Short-fruited Willowherb
Field Horsetail

Marsh Horsetail

Red Fescue

Lesser Celandine
Meadowsweet

Ash

Cleavers

Cut-leaved Crane's-bill
Dove's-foot Crane's-bill
Hedgerow Crane's-bill
Herb-Robert

Wood Avens
Ground-ivy

Plicate Sweet-grass

G. fluitans x notata
Common lvy

Bristly Oxtongue
Hogweed
Yorkshire-fog

Wall Barley

Meadow Barley

Hop

Hybrid Bluebell
Cat's-ear

Yellow Iris




Jointed Rush
Compact Rush
Soft-rush

Hard Rush

White Dead-nettle
Rough Hawkbit
Oxeye Daisy
Perennial Rye-grass
Creeping-Jenny
Apple

Crab Apple

Black Medick

Bee Orchid

Ribwort Plantain
Greater Plantain
Annual Meadow-grass
Rough Meadow-grass
Aspen

Grey Poplar (P. alba x tremula)
Silverweed
Creeping Cinquefoil
Cowslip

Selfheal

Wild Cherry
Blackthorn
Pedunculate Oak
Meadow Buttercup
Bulbous Buttercup
Creeping Buttercup
Buckthorn
Field-rose

Dog-rose

Bramble

Common Sorrel
Curled Dock
Broad-leaved Dock
Wood Dock

Rusty Willow
Hybrid Crack-willow
Osier

Elder

Tall Fescue

Giant Fescue
Water Figwort
Common Ragwort
Bittersweet

Prickly Sow-thistle
Smooth Sow-thistle
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Hedge Woundwort
Lesser Stitchwort

Black Bryony
Dandelion
Goat's-beard

Lesser Trefoil

Red Clover

White Clover

Yellow Oat-grass
Wych EIm

English EIm

Common Nettle

Wall Speedwell
Brooklime
Germander Speedwell
Common Vetch

Bush Vetch
Narrow-leaved Meadow-grass
Spotted Medick

e Attached as additional document - Ecological Survey commissioned by HTC

EC002718 871b-Highworth-Golf-Course-Preliminary-Ecological-Appraisal.pdf (highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk)

e Attached as additional document - Summary Results from Public Consultation

https://highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/0GC-Survey- summary.pdf



https://highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/ECO02718_871b-Highworth-Golf-Course-Preliminary-Ecological-Appraisal.pdf
https://highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/ECO02718_871b-Highworth-Golf-Course-Preliminary-Ecological-Appraisal.pdf
https://highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/OGC-Survey-
https://highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/OGC-Survey-summary.pdf

