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28 May 2025

Dear Councillor Small,

Subject: Request for Retraction and Apology Regarding Inaccurate Statements in
Cabinet Report Dated 4" June 2025

I am writing on behalf of Highworth Town Council (HTC) to formally raise concerns
regarding a significant inaccuracy contained within the Cabinet Report dated 4™ June
2025, which discusses the future use of the former Highworth Golf Course site.

The report states that HTC collaborated with Swindon Borough Council (SBC) in a
workshop to review all three proposed options for the site, as referenced in paragraphs
3.4, 3.20, and 3.20.1. | must categorically clarify that HTC has not participated in any
such workshop, or collaborative process relating to options 2 and 3.

The only workshop attended by HTC representatives was a workshop with SBC’s
ecologist and Head of Property held on the 27" January 2025. This meeting was



arranged at HTC’s request, specifically to discuss the ecology report, which had only
briefly referenced HTC’s business plan. The meeting did not involve any discussion or
endorsement of housing options for the site. The reference to HTC's involvement in
reviewing all options is therefore factually inaccurate and misrepresents the nature and
purpose of HTC’s engagement with SBC. Such a statement risks creating a false
impression amongst the public and other stakeholders regarding our council’s position
and level of involvement.

Accordingly, we feel obliged to insist the following actions be taken without delay:

1. The immediate retraction of the inaccurate statements in the Cabinet Report
that imply HTC’s involvement in options 2 and 3.

2. Apublic correction clearly stating that HTC has not collaborated with SBC on
any development proposals for the site.

3. Aformal apology to HTC for the mischaracterisation of its position in the official
public record.

We request a written response confirming what actions SBC will undertake in relation to
resolve this matter.

Additionally, while we acknowledge the Cabinet Reports reference to issues
surrounding the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan review, it is important to note that SBC
holds responsibility for ensuring the plan meets all legal requirements. HTC received
written confirmation from SBC stating that these legal requirements had been met on
27" November 2024 and the Neighbourhood Plan review could proceed to Regulation
16. SBC have since retracted this confirmation in their response to the Examiner. A
meeting was held on 27" May 2025 with SBC’s Head of Planning to explore a
constructive way forward, and we now await further clarification from SBC’s legal
department.

We trust this matter will be addressed with the transparency and urgency it warrants.
Yours sincerely
T Muphy
Councillor J Murphy
Highworth Town Council Chairman
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