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Highworth Town Council Regulation 14 Re-Consultation Explanatory Note - 24th June 2025 

 

The Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2 (which is the review of the original Made Neighbourhood Plan) 
has been subject to formal public consultation on two occasions. 

The first consultation (Regulation 14 stage) was undertaken by Highworth Town Council on the draft 
Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2 between 11th May and 24th June 2024. 

The second consultation (Regulation 16 stage) was undertaken by Swindon Borough Council on the 
submission version of the plan between 13th December 2024 and 7th February 2025.   

Following submission to the independent examiner, it was advised at the examination stage that, 
despite written confirmation from Swindon Borough Council that Highworth Town Council had met all 
the legal requirements, a Modification Statement should have been submitted as part of the Regulation 
14 consultations. It has therefore become necessary to undertake a further Regulation 14 consultation 
to meet this procedural requirement. 

A newly prepared Modification Statement sets out the policies from the original Highworth 
Neighbourhood Plan and the updated policies from the Regulation 14 version of the draft Highworth 
Neighbourhood Plan 2. 

The Modification Statement explains the reasons for any changes to policies and their significance. 
More significant changes are likely to require a referendum to approve the plan. 

Highworth Town Council has indicated for some time its view that the updated policies in the 
Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2 represent a significant change which alter the nature of the plan, 
requiring a referendum. 

There is now an opportunity to also comment on the Modification Statement for the Regulation 14 
version of the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2 (the same version published on 11th May 2024 for the 
previous consultation). 

The consultation runs for a period of six weeks from Thursday 26th June 2025 to Sunday 10th August 
2025. 

Whilst further comments on the Regulation 14 Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2 itself will be accepted 
through this consultation, please note that Responses received to the previous Regulation 14 
Consultation on the Draft Highworth Neighbourhood Plan 2 (May-June 2024) will be preserved, carried 
forward and considered fully in moving forward to the next stage and so it is not necessary to re-
provide these. 
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