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Statement of next steps regarding the Highworth Neighbourhood Plan Il

Dear Deanne and John

| write regarding concerns raised with the consultation process associated with the draft Highworth
Neighbourhood Plan. The Council notes that following submission it came to light that the Modifications
Statement was not consulted on at the correct time. Whilst this statement appears to provide information
to support the consultation of the Plan rather than add substantive new information, the Borough Council
nonetheless considers that now it is aware of the error, measures should be undertaken to rectify it in law.
The Council is also aware that the response to this must be proportionate, but fair to anybody wishing to
comment on the Plan. It must also be lawful.

As such, and mindful of the Inspectors observations and subsequent conversations between the Borough
and Town Councils, the Borough Council considers that Highworth Town Council may wish to re - consult.
This assumes that Highworth Town Council do not wish to redraft any elements of the Reg 14 Plan, which is
the understanding from the conversations we have held.

Consultation at Regulation 14

e Run a 6-week consultation on the same Reg 14 Draft HWNP and accompanying documents as it
was during the initial Reg 14 consultation period of Saturday 11" May 2024 — Monday 24" June
2024

e This consultation will include the reviewed modifications statement currently being produced by
the Town Council’s consultants. This statement should summarise the changes between the ‘made’
HWNP and the Regl4 draft HWNP

e Representations will be invited on the reviewed modifications statement. In addition the
consultation documentation should include a clear declaration that any comments submitted
during the May-June 2024 regulation 14 consultation will be carried over, and that at this stage
comments on the reviewed modifications statement are particularly sought, however, no one
should be precluded from making comments on the previous HWNP The carrying over of
representations for the previous Regulation 14 consultation can only apply if no changes are
proposed to the original May 2024 Regulation 14 document.

Regulation 15

e Following the closure of the consultation period, HWTC will send all documents to SBC including a
modifications statement updated to reflect the changes to the plan between the Regulation 14
and Regulation 16 drafts, but also between the Regulation 16 draft and the made plan



e SBC will issue an acknowledgement that the basic conditions have been met and the draft HWNP
can proceed to a Regulation 16 consultation. This does not, of course, mean that the Plan will be

found sound at examination and SBC will not require further information from you. We will of
course, be there to guide and advice you.

Consultation at Regulation 16

e The Borough Council will run a 6-week consultation on all of the documentation, but with the
addition of a modifications statement. If there are no changes to the Reg 16 draft, again
any comments received during the Reg 16 consultation which ran between Friday 13 December
2024 to Friday 7 February 2025 will be carried over. This consultation will make clear comments on
the reviewed modifications statement are particularly sought.

Examination

e All the documentation with the addition of the new batch of comments will be published and sent
to the HNP Inspector

e Depending on the examination report’s recommendations the HWNP will proceed to referendum



