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1. Introduction 

Trees are a highly valued and integral component of Highworths landscape, offering 

significant ecological, environmental, and social benefits. They contribute to cleaner air by 

absorbing carbon dioxide and producing oxygen, regulate local climate conditions, 

conserve water, preserve soil, and provide essential habitats for wildlife. 

In urban environments, trees help mitigate noise pollution, filter airborne pollutants such as 

dust and fumes, reduce the urban heat island effect, and enhance visual amenity. They 

also contribute to privacy and screening in residential areas. Importantly, trees support 

biodiversity and nature conservation efforts. 

In addition to their environmental benefits, numerous studies have demonstrated the 

positive effects of trees on mental health and well-being, including stress reduction and 

encouraging physical activity through outdoor engagement. 

 

2. Trees in Highworth 

Highworth Town Council holds a discretionary power, under a ground’s maintenance deed 

with Swindon Borough Council, to maintain trees in open spaces owned by Swindon 

Borough Council but maintained by Highworth Town Council using hand tools and only 

from ground level where applicable. Swindon Borough Council retains overall responsibility 

for tree management within the borough. 

Highworth Town Council is responsible for ensuring that trees on its owned or leased land 

are safe and do not pose an unreasonable danger or actionable nuisance. Annual 

inspections are conducted for all such trees and any concerns regarding trees are dealt 

with by the Grounds Team or an external contractor. 

 

Maintenance schedule: 

• All trees: Inspected annually 

• Street trees: Pruned cyclically (every 1, 3, or 5 years depending on 

species/location) 

• Park/greenspace trees: Pruned on an ad-hoc basis 

Swindon Borough Council’s Tree Officer assesses reported issues and schedules remedial 

work based on priority and severity. 
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3. Responding to Tree-Related Complaints 

Overhanging/Obstructing Branches 

Branches causing obstruction to footpaths, roadways, streetlights, or signage will be 

addressed by Highworth Town Council where work is possible at ground level, if this is not 

possible it will be referred to Swindon Borough Council. 

Shading and Loss of Light 

Tree works will not generally be undertaken to improve natural light unless exceptional 

circumstances apply, as the effect of pruning on light levels is typically minimal. 

Loss of View 

Pruning or removal to restore views will only be considered if it serves a wider public 

benefit, enhances the local environment, or is necessary for highway sightlines. 

Television, Satellite, or Solar Panel Interference 

Interference issues should be addressed by adjusting or relocating equipment. Tree works 

will only be considered in exceptional circumstances. 

Overhead Cables/Telephone Wires 

Utility companies have statutory rights to manage trees interfering with their apparatus. 

Highworth Town Council does not prune trees for interference with telephone lines and 

recommends contacting service providers directly. 

Minor or Seasonal Nuisances 

Routine seasonal inconveniences are not grounds for tree works. These include: 

• Leaf, sap, blossom, or fruit fall 

• Bird/insect droppings 

• Germinating seedlings or suckers 

• Algae buildup 

• Insects inhabiting nearby trees 

Property owners are responsible for standard garden and building maintenance, such as 

clearing gutters or paths. 

Tree Size Concerns 

Requests for felling due to perceived excessive size fall under Swindon Borough Council's 

jurisdiction. 
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Damage and Tree Roots 

Tree root issues are assessed on a case-by-case basis. Homeowners may prune roots up 

to their boundary (provided no Tree Preservation Order or Conservation Area restrictions 

apply). Tree root issues should be referred to Swindon Borough Council. 

Damage to Infrastructure 

• Walls/Fences: Refer concerns to Swindon Borough Council. 

• Paths/Footpaths: May be resolved by rerouting or resurfacing paths. Report 

concerns to Swindon Borough Council. 

• Drains/Water Pipes: Roots may exploit existing pipe faults but do not typically 

cause new damage. Drain repairs are the property owner’s responsibility. 

Trip Hazards 

Highworth Town Council works with Swindon Borough Council to address trip hazards 

caused by tree roots on public land. 

 

4. Environmental and Legal Constraints 

Birds 

Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, it is an offence to disturb nesting birds. Major 

non-urgent tree work should be avoided between 1 March and 31 July. 

Bats 

Bats are protected under UK and EU law. Trees suspected of housing bats must be 

assessed by an ecologist. No works will be undertaken without consultation with Natural 

England. 

Restrictive Covenants 

Some property deeds may limit the types of works permitted on trees. These legal 

restrictions must be respected. 

Unadopted Land 

Highworth Town Council is not responsible for trees on private or unadopted land. In rare or 

exceptional cases, the Council may consider involvement on a discretionary basis. 

 

5. Tree-Related Property Damage 

Tree roots, stems, and branches expand over time and may impact nearby light structures 

(e.g. fences, paving). Heavier structures such as buildings are typically unaffected due to 

tree growth patterns. All damage concerns should be directed to Swindon Borough Council. 
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6. Insurance Claims 

Claims alleging property damage caused by trees must be submitted to Swindon Borough 

Council for investigation and appropriate action. 

 

Tree enquiries should be directed to admin@highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk or 01793 

762377, clearly identifying the location of the tree/s and the complaint.  If Highworth Town 

Council is not responsible for the tree/s identified your complaint will be passed to Swindon 

Borough Council.  Alternatively you can contact them directly at  Website: 

www.swindon.gov.uk Phone: 01793 445500  
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