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 1. Purpose 

This policy sets out how Highworth Town Council manages the flying of flags from civic flagpoles, 

the display of flags and bunting along the High Street, and the display of the town and twin town 

flags on the Market Square podium. 

 

2. Guiding Principles 

• Flags are flown to celebrate civic pride, national identity, community spirit, and Highworth’s 

international friendships. 

• All flags will be flown with dignity, in good condition, and in line with national regulations and 

local safety requirements. 

• Flags will not be used for political, religious, or commercial promotion. 

 

3. Locations 

• Civic Flagpoles – Council Offices, Market Square, or other civic sites. 

• High Street Displays – brackets/flagpoles and bunting for community celebrations. 

• Market Square Podium – permanent display of the Highworth Town Flag, flanked by the 

flags of Highworth’s twin towns. 

 

4. Approved Flags and Bunting 

• Union Flag 

• St George’s Cross (Flag of England) 

• Wiltshire County Flag 

• Highworth Town Flag 

• Commonwealth Flag 

• United Nations Flag 

• Twin Town Flags (France – Pontorson; Germany – Wassenberg) 

• Event or Community Flags (approved by Council) 

• Decorative bunting (red/white/blue or colours suitable for the event) 
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5. Standard Flag Flying Days (Civic Flagpoles) 

 

Date Occasion Flag to be Flown 

9 January 
Birthday of The Duchess of 

Cambridge 
Union Flag 

20 January 
Birthday of The Countess of 

Wessex 
Union Flag 

6 February Accession Day Union Flag 

19 February Birthday of The Duke of York Union Flag 

1 March St David’s Day Union Flag (with Welsh Flag if available) 

5 March Wiltshire Day Wiltshire County Flag 

10 March 
Birthday of The Earl of 

Wessex 
Union Flag 

Second Monday in 

March 
Commonwealth Day Commonwealth Flag 

17 March St Patrick’s Day Union Flag (with Irish Flag if available) 

21 April Birthday of HM The King Union Flag 

23 April St George’s Day St George’s Cross 

2 June Coronation Day Union Flag 

10 June 
Birthday of The Duke of 

Edinburgh 
Union Flag 

15 June 
Official Celebration of The 

King’s Birthday 
Union Flag 

21 June 
Birthday of The Duke of 

Cambridge 
Union Flag 

17 July 
Birthday of The Duchess of 

Cornwall 
Union Flag 

15 August 
Birthday of The Princess 

Royal 
Union Flag 
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Date Occasion Flag to be Flown 

September (date 

varies) 
Highworth Festival / Civic Day 

Highworth Town Flag (flanked by Twin Town 

Flags on the podium) 

November (Second 

Sunday) 
Remembrance Sunday 

Union Flag (half-mast until 11am, then full-

mast) 

14 November 
Birthday of The Prince of 

Wales 
Union Flag 

 

 

6. Market Square Podium – Town and Twin Town Flags 

• The Highworth Town Flag will be flown from the central pole on the Market Square podium 

as a permanent expression of civic pride. 

• It will be flanked by the Pontorson (France) and Wassenberg (Germany) flags, symbolising 

Highworth’s international friendships. 

• During major civic events (e.g., Highworth May Day Festival, Mayor-Making, significant 

anniversaries), these three flags will always be displayed together. 

• Replacement and maintenance of twin town flags will be arranged by the Council to ensure 

they remain in good condition. 

 

7. High Street Flag Displays 

Flags and bunting will be installed along the High Street for: 

• St George’s Day (23 April) – St George’s Cross or red/white bunting. 

• Charter Market Celebrations – Highworth Town Flag and bunting. 

• Royal/National Events (e.g. Coronations, Jubilees) – Union Flags and red/white/blue 

bunting. 

• Remembrance (November) – Union Flags, with optional poppy motifs. 

• Christmas Lights Switch-On – Seasonal banners or bunting. 

Other community events may be added by Council resolution or at the discretion of the Town Clerk 

in consultation with the Mayor. 
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8. Permission to Fly Flags on Council Land or Property 

• No flag may be flown on property or land owned, leased, or managed by Highworth Town 

Council without prior permission. 

• Requests must be made in writing to the Town Clerk, who will consider them under 

delegated authority or refer them to Full Council. 

• Flags must comply with the principles of this policy and not be political, religious, 

discriminatory, or commercial in nature. 

• The Council reserves the right to remove unauthorised flags immediately. 

 

9. Protocol and Etiquette 

• Flags are flown from sunrise to sunset, unless illuminated. 

• The Union Flag takes precedence when flown with other flags. 

• Flags may be flown at half-mast during periods of mourning as directed by HM Government 

or the Mayor. 

• High Street flags and bunting will be installed/removed safely by authorised contractors or 

staff. 

 

10. Review 

This policy will be reviewed every four years or sooner if guidance changes. 

 

 

 

 


