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3 GILBERTS LANE 
HIGHWORTH SN6 7FB 

01793 762377 
www.highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk 

HIGHWORTH ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY 14TH APRIL 2026 

Present:                                  

Councillors                                         J Murphy (Chair), M Apps, S Apps, I Durnin-Duffy, L Gow,  

                                                             A Houghton, N Key, K Saunders, S Weisinger and R Williams  

                                    

Representative:                                  Laila Rhodes - Highworth Forget Me Not   

 

Town Clerk:                                        D Rose  

Assistant Town Clerk:                       C Haines 

 

Members of the Public:                      29      

Apologies:   None 

Absent: G Dennis, F Freeman-Inglis, N Gardiner, F Haines and G Olley 

 

  Action 

1 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION: 

Councillor J Murphy opened the meeting with a welcome and introduction. It was 
clarified that this is not a formal Town Council meeting, but a town meeting intended to 
give residents an opportunity to share views and discuss community matters. 

The agenda was based on themes raised by residents in advance, and attendees were 
thanked for their contributions. Additional feedback could be provided during the 
meeting via boards available in the room. 

Expectations were set for a constructive and respectful discussion, with the aim of 
allowing as many participants as possible to contribute. 

It was noted that the meeting falls within the pre-election (purdah) period, residents 
were reminded discussions should remain balanced and focused on community issues 
rather than political or individual matters. 

The format of the meeting was outlined: each item would be taken in turn, with 
attendees invited to comment. Contributions would be managed to ensure broad 
participation. 

Councillor J Murphy introduced her Mayor’s Charity, explaining the choice of Highworth 
Forget Me Not due to the widespread impact of dementia, which affects approximately 
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one in three people. The personal significance of the cause was highlighted, along with 
the emotional and social challenges faced by individuals and their families. 

Particular attention was drawn to the issue of loneliness among those living with 
dementia and their carers, and the importance of community support in addressing 
isolation. 

The work of Highworth Forget Me Not was commended, for providing companionship, 
support, and a sense of belonging. The dedication of its volunteers, and the value of the 
service to the community was recognised. 

Councillor J Murphy concluded by expressing support for raising awareness and 
ensuring the group’s sustainability, and introduced Laila, Chair of Highworth Forget Me 
Not, to provide further information on their work. 

 

2 PRESENTATION FROM HIGHWORTH FORGET ME NOT: 

Residents received a presentation from a representative of the Forget Me Not Group. 

 

 

3 HIGH STREET AND LOCAL ECONOMY: 

A wide-ranging discussion took place regarding the High Street, with a strong focus on 
increasing footfall, supporting local businesses, and improving the overall experience of 
the town centre. 
 
Key Issues Raised: 
 

• Ongoing concerns regarding parking, including lack of available spaces, illegal 
parking, and obstruction of dropped kerbs.  

• The presence of empty retail units, which were seen as negatively impacting the 
appearance and vibrancy of the High Street.  

• The balance between vehicle access and pedestrian experience, with concerns 
that traffic dominance discourages longer visits.  

• Concern that long-stay parking in central areas is not appropriate and may limit 
visitors.  
 

Suggestions and Discussion: 
 

• Encouraging increased footfall through:  
 

o Events and Town Centre activity  
o Improved advertising and promotion  
o Better use of social media and local publications  

 
• Exploring the use of empty shops for:  

 
o Temporary or shared retail space  
o Small businesses  
o Rotational or community uses  

 
• Consideration of a regular late-night opening (e.g. Thursdays)  
• Recognition that the Saturday Market is a key driver of footfall and should be 

supported  
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• Suggestion to create a single online platform or website promoting all local 
businesses  

• Discussion around forming a retail or business association to represent traders 
collectively  

• The need to maintain Highworth’s identity as a historic market town, rather than 
becoming dominated by chain retailers  
 

Traffic and Access: 
 

• Consideration of whether a one-way system could improve traffic flow and 
accessibility  

• Suggestions that improving access routes could help draw people into the High 
Street  

• Recognition that parking enforcement sits with Swindon Borough Council, with 
encouragement for residents to report issues  

 

4 ENVIRONMENT AND GREEN SPACES: 

 
There was strong support for the protection, enhancement, and accessibility of green 
spaces, alongside recognition of their importance for biodiversity and community 
wellbeing. 
 
Old Golf Course (OGC): 
 
Significant discussion focused on the Old Golf Course site. 
 

• Questions were raised regarding the long-term vision, management, and 
intended use of the site  

• It was noted that a business plan has been submitted, however there was a 
perception that awareness of this is limited, particularly with newly elected 
Councillors  

• Concern was expressed that the site is not currently being fully utilised or 
presented in an attractive and accessible way  

• Residents highlighted the potential for the site to become a key community and 
environmental asset  
 

Suggestions: 
 

• Improve promotion and visibility of the site  
• Enhance access and usability for residents  
• Explore opportunities for:  

o Biodiversity improvements  
o Community use and engagement  
o Educational and environmental initiatives  

• Consider whether elements of the site could support nature-focused designation 
or enhanced protection  
 

Wider Green Space Discussion: 
 

• General concern regarding the loss of green spaces through development  
• Recognition of the importance of access to nature for physical and mental 

wellbeing  
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• Suggestions to:  
o Promote green spaces more effectively  
o Encourage community volunteering and involvement  
o Improve awareness of existing environmental assets  

 
Additional Points: 
 

• Questions regarding ownership, responsibility, and long-term planning for green 
spaces  

• Recognition that funding and resources are limited, and partnership working 
may be required 

 

5 INFRASTRUCTURE AND FUTURE PLANNING: 

Residents discussed the impact of growth on infrastructure and the need for improved 
connectivity and forward planning. 
 
Transport and Connectivity: 

• Concerns regarding limited transport options, particularly for those who do not 
drive  

• Challenges with access to Swindon, despite relatively close proximity  
• Recognition that some residents rely on alternative transport options  

 
Walking and Cycling: 

• Strong support for improved walking and cycling routes, including safer 
connections to Swindon  

• Concern that some new developments do not provide meaningful or usable 
cycle infrastructure  

• Suggestions to ensure cycle routes are practical, connected, and safe  
 

Planning and Development: 
• Questions raised regarding the strength and influence of the Neighbourhood 

Plan (NHP)  
• It was noted that the NHP forms part of the development plan and the NHP2 is 

currently at examination stage 
• Concerns that infrastructure is not always keeping pace with development  

 
Funding and Delivery: 

• Discussion around Section 106 contributions, with concern that opportunities to 
secure funding for infrastructure (e.g. crossings) may have been missed  

• Recognition that Swindon Borough Council is the planning authority 
 

Sustainability: 
• Suggestions to explore:  

o Electric vehicle charging infrastructure  
o Integration of solar energy and EV charging in car parks  

• Awareness of external funding opportunities and the need to engage where 
possible 
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 6 SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY: 

Residents highlighted the importance of inclusive, accessible, and well-supported 
community provision. 
 
Youth Provision: 

• Strong support for youth services, including youth clubs and structured activities  
• Recognition of the importance of engaging young people outside school hours  
• Suggestion to explore the development of a Youth Council  

 
Accessibility and Inclusion: 

• Concerns that some public spaces and play areas are not fully accessible, 
particularly for wheelchair users  

• Suggestions to improve:  
o Pathways and surfaces  
o Inclusive design of facilities  

 
Community Assets and Activities: 

• Recognition of the valuable role played by:  
o Scouts and community groups  
o Library-based activities (e.g. Lego club)  

• Importance of ensuring activities are:  
o Affordable  
o Accessible to all residents  

 
Additional Points: 

• Consideration of provision for older residents  
• Queries regarding the future use of local assets 

 

 

 

7  OPEN COMMUNITY DISCUSSION: 

A number of additional topics were raised during the open discussion. 
 
Community Engagement: 

• Encouragement for more residents to get involved in volunteering and local 
initiatives  

• Suggestion to improve communication and coordination across community 
groups  

• Proposal for a community open day or showcase the work of the council 
 

Communication: 
• Suggestions to:  

o Promote local newsletters and information channels  
o Improve accessibility of council information  
o Ensure residents better understand local decisions and processes  

 
Emergency Planning and Community Resilience: 

• Discussion regarding the potential for:  
o Emergency hubs  
o Warm or cool spaces during extreme weather  

• Recognition that existing community buildings may provide opportunities 
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8 CLOSE: 

Councillor J Murphy thanked everyone for their contributions to the evening. A wide 
range of views were shared, which will help shape future priorities. Any additional 
comments can be directed to the Town Council. Councillor Murphy thanked everyone 
for attending. 
 

 

 MEETING CLOSED 20:30 PM  

 
 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………….  Date: ………………………………………………... 
 


