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HIGHWORTH SN6 7FB 

01793 762377 
www.highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY 12th MAY 2026 

Present: 
 

Councillors:                      J Murphy (Chairman), M Apps, S Apps, T Draper, I Durnin-Duffy, F Freeman-
Inglis, N Gardiner, P Heaton, A Houghton, N Key, V Manro, K Saunders,  

                                          S Weisinger, R Williams and P Wood 
                                             
Town Clerk:                      D Rose 
Assistant Town Clerk:     C Haines 
 
Members of the Public:   3   

Apologies: None 

 
 

  Action 

01 ELECTION OF MAYOR/CHAIRMAN: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillor R Williams, Seconded by Councillor S Apps that Councillor 
R Williams be appointed as Mayor/Chairman.  Voting was 2 in favour, 13 against; the 
Resolution was not carried.   
 
RESOLVED by Councillor I Durnin-Duffy and Seconded by Councillor A Houghton that 
Councillor J Murphy be appointed as Mayor/Chairman. Voting was 13 in favour, 2 against; 
Councillor J Murphy was duly appointed and took the Chair. 
 

 

02 DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE: 
 
Councillors signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office as witnessed by the Town Clerk. 
 

 

03 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 
 
None 
 

 

04 ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR/DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillor A Houghton, Seconded by Councillor P Heaton that Councillor  
M Apps be appointed as Deputy Mayor/Chairman.  Voting was 5 in favour, 10 against; the 
Resolution was not carried.   
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RESOLVED by Councillor S Weisinger and Seconded by Councillor P Wood that Councillor 
I Durnin-Duffy be appointed as Deputy Mayor/Deputy Chairman. Voting was 10 in favour, 3 
against and 2 abstentions; Councillor I Durnin-Duffy was duly appointed. 
 

05 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME & CORRESPONDENCE (Maximum 10 Minutes): 
 

a. Councillors noted the thank you letter received from the 1st Highworth Scouts Group 
for promoting the 2026 Scarecrow Trail. Over 200 booklets were sold and a total of 
£657.00 was raised to benefit the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts of Highworth. 

 
The Town Clerk is to write to the Scouts to congratulate them on their success and to express 
the Council's appreciation for the way in which the event brought the community together. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DR 

06 MINUTES OF THE MEETING: 
 
RESOLVED to confirm and sign the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday 
24th March 2026. 
 

 

07 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN (NHP) COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to schedule the NHP Committee meetings on a Tuesday 
evening following the Planning Committee Meeting, as opposed to during the day.  Voting 
was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

 

08 GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to adopt the General Power of Competence and eligibility was 
confirmed. Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

 

09 EAR MARKED RESERVES AND GENERAL RESERVES: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to confirm the Ear Marked Reserves and General Reserves held 
on 31st March 2026. Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

 

10 TERMS OF REFERENCE: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to re-adopt the Terms of Reference with some minor 
amendments for the following Committees / Working Parties:  
 

a. Environment & Leisure Committee 
b. Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
c. Planning Committee 
d. Staffing Sub Committee 
e. Old Golf Course Working Party 
f. Play Area Working Party 

 
 

 

11 COMMITTEES, SUB-COMMITTEES AND WORKING PARTIES 2026/2027 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors that the following appointments be made to Highworth Town 
Council (HTC) Committees. Councillors unanimously agreed and Councillors were duly 
appointed. 
 

Committee/Working Party 2026/2027 Members 

Environment & Leisure Committee  
 
 
 

Councillor M Apps 
Councillor S Apps  
Councillor P Heaton 
Councillor V Manro 
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 Councillor J Murphy 
Councillor K Saunders 
Councillor S Weisinger 
Councillor R Williams 
Councillor P Wood  

Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
 
 
 

Councillor M Apps  
Councillor S Apps 
Councillor T Draper 
Councillor A Houghton 
Councillor F Freeman-Inglis  
Councillor P Heaton     
Councillor J Murphy 
Councillor K Saunders  
Councillor R Williams  

Planning Committee 
 
 
 

Councillor S Apps  
Councillor I Durnin-Duffy 
Councillor F Freeman-Inglis  
Councillor N Key  
Councillor J Murphy 
Councillor R Williams  
Councillor K Saunders 

Staffing Sub Committee  
(Maximum 7 Members) 
 
 

Councillor M Apps   
Councillor S Apps 
Councillor I Durnin-Duffy 
Councillor A Houghton 
Councillor N Key 
Councillor J Murphy 
Councillor S Weisinger    

Old Golf Course Working Party 
(5-8 Members) 
 
 

Councillor M Apps 
Councillor S Apps 
Councillor I Durnin-Duffy 
Councillor F Freeman-Inglis 
Councillor N Key 
Councillor J Murphy 
Councillor K Saunders 
Councillor P Wood 

Play Area Working Party 
(5-8 Members) 
 
 
 

Councillor T Draper 
Councillor I Durnin-Duffy  
Councillor N Key  
Councillor J Murphy  
Councillor P Wood  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

12 REPRESENTATIVES: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to appoint the following Councillors as representatives of HTC 
and report back to Full Council. Councillors unanimously agreed and the following 
Councillors were duly appointed. 
 

a. Highworth Action for Fair Trade – Councillor T Draper 
b. Highworth Community Partnership Group – Councillor K Saunders 
c. Highworth Twinning Association – Councillor I Durnin-Duffy 
d. Local Nature Recovery Strategy – Councillor S Apps 
e. Rural Market Towns Group – Councillor A Houghton 
f. Swindon Local Council Forum – Councillors J Muphy and I Durnin-Duffy 
g. Visit Highworth Limited – Councillor N Gardiner 
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13 ACCOUNT SIGNATORIES: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to re-affirm the following bank signatories to the Council bank 
accounts - D Rose, C Haines, Councillors J Murphy, K Saunders and S Weisinger. Voting 
was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

 

14 APPOINTMENT OF COUNCILLOR TO VERIFY BANK RECONCILIATIONS: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to re-appoint Councillor M Apps to verify the bank 
reconciliations with the bank statements on a quarterly bases as per Financial Regulation 
2.6. Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

 

15 
 

POLICIES: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to re-adopt the following Policies: 
 

a. Chairmanship 
b. Model Councillors Code of Conduct 
c. Model Financial Regulations for Local Councils 
d. Model Standing Orders 
e. Scheme of Delegation  

 
Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

16 MEMBERS BUSINESS: 
 
Councillor I Durnin-Duffy: I would like to thank Councillors for their support this evening and 
wish everyone the very best for the coming year.  
 
Councillor S Apps: Residents on Swindon Road have recently spent their own time and 
effort cutting back overgrown vegetation to restore the footpath to a safe and usable width. I 
would like to formally thank those residents for their community spirit and proactive action in 
improving accessibility along this route. 
 
As this area is not currently included within the Transfer of Services agreement and remains 
the responsibility of Swindon Borough Council, I would like to request that this matter be 
added to the agenda for the next Environment & Leisure Committee meeting. The 
Committee may wish to consider whether HTC should seek to take over the maintenance of 
this area in the future, helping to ensure that the footpath remains safe, accessible and well 
maintained for residents. 
 
Councillor S Weisinger: It is a privilege to be re-elected as a Swindon Borough Councillor, 
and I will do my very best to help the residents over the next four years.  
 
Councillor R Williams: I would like to request that both the Chair and Deputy Chair are 
seated at the top table during meetings. 
 
Councillor N Key: I am excited and looking forward to the year ahead. 
 
Councillor V Manro: I would like to thank the residents of Highworth for their support, and I 
will do everything I can to continue to make Highworth a good place to live. 
 
Councillor T Draper: I am excited to learn more and become more involved in the 
community.  
 
Councillor A Houghton: I would like to offer my support and congratulate the Chair on her 
appointment. 
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Councillor K Saunders:  
 

a) I would like to congratulate our two Swindon Borough Councillors on their 
appointments. 

b) I have received complaints about some overgrown areas in the town, and I will pass 
the details on to the Town Clerk. 

 
Councillor J Murphy:  
 

a) I would also like to extend my congratulations to our two Swindon Borough 
Councillors. 

b) Congratulations to the office team on the audit. 
c) Thank you to everyone who supported the Mayor’s Event at Wrag Barn. I would also 

like to thank Councillor K Saunders and the Community Centre for their support at 
the country and western event. 

 

  
MEETING CLOSED AT 19:52 PM 

 

 

 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………….                                              Date: ……………………………. 


