
 

Highworth Town Council Assertion 10 position statement 2025/2026 

 

Highworth Town Council has reviewed its current arrangements against the 
requirements of Assertion 10 and acknowledges that it is not yet in a position to confirm 
full compliance for the 2025/26 Annual Governance and Accountability Return. 

The Council has a number of relevant policies and controls already in place, including 
an IT Policy, Data Protection Policy, Data Retention and Disposal Policy, Privacy Notice 
and Freedom of Information Publication Scheme. The Council also uses a council-
owned domain for official email correspondence and publishes key governance, 
meeting, financial and transparency information on its website. 

However, the Council recognises that further work is required, particularly in relation to 
the full migration of IT systems, website accessibility, document accessibility and the 
need to ensure compliance with WCAG 2.2 AA standards. 

To address this, the Council is migrating its IT systems to Cloudy IT. This will provide 
improved IT governance, security, backup arrangements, email management and user 
support. The migration is underway and is expected to be completed by May/June 2026, 
Cloudy IT will also provide training for councillors and staff. 

The Council is has also approved a new website provider, Aubergine, to ensure the 
Council’s website meets the requirements of Assertion 10, including accessibility and 
compliance requirements. The new website is expected to be in place by June/July 
2026. The Council has requested a written statement from Aubergine confirming the 
compliance position of the new website. 

The Council will continue to operate appropriate interim controls during the transition 
period and will review its compliance position again once the IT migration and website 
replacement have been completed. 

For these reasons, the Council is unable to tick full compliance at this stage but is 
satisfied that a structured and time-bound action plan is in place to achieve 
compliance. 

 

Deanne Rose  
Town Clerk/RFO  


