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3 GILBERTS LANE 
HIGHWORTH SN6 7FB 

01793 762377 
www.highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk 

 
EXTRA ORDINARY FULL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY 30TH JUNE 2026 

Present: 
 

Councillors:                      J Murphy (Chairman), M Apps, S Apps, T Draper, F Freeman-Inglis, N Gardiner, 
P Heaton, A Houghton, N Key, V Manro, K Saunders, S Weisinger, R Williams 
and P Wood 

                                             
Town Clerk:                      D Rose 
Assistant Town Clerk:     C Haines 
 
Members of the Public:   6 

Apologies: I Durnin-Duffy (Holiday) 

 

  Action 
26 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 

 
Councillors N Gardiner and R Williams declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 4(e) – 
Halo, as Trustees of the Highworth Recreation Centre Charity. They left the meeting room for 
the duration of the item, took no part in the discussion or the vote, and returned to the meeting 
following its conclusion. 
 

 

27 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME & CORRESPONDENCE (Maximum 10 Minutes): 
 

a. Councillors noted the letter from a local resident in relation to the 3G Pitch, the Town 
Clerk is composing a response which will be sent directly to the resident and circulated 
to all Councillors. 

 

 
 
DR 

28 MINUTES OF THE MEETING: 
 
RESOLVED to confirm and sign the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday 
23rd June 2026. 
 

 

29 COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES: 
 

a. Environment & Leisure – 17th March 2026 
b. Neighbourhood Plan – 3rd February 2026  
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c. Planning – 3rd March 2026, Extra Ordinary 24th March 2026, and Extra 
Ordinary 8th April 2026 

d. Finance & General Purpose – 17th March 2026 
 

The Committee Meeting Minutes were noted. 
 
RECCOMENDATIONS: 
 

E. HALO 
 

Councillors noted the advice received from the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils 
(WALC) regarding the Council's powers and governance requirements in relation to the 
proposed financial support for Halo Leisure/Highworth Recreation Centre. 

 
RESOLVED by Councillors to agree in principle to continue exploring the provision of 
financial support of up to £50,000.00 per annum for a period of up to ten years, subject to 
affordability. The Town Clerk is authorised to obtain the necessary legal, financial and 
procurement advice and to negotiate the heads of terms of an appropriate funding 
agreement and/or service level agreement. Voting was 10 In Favour and 1 abstention; the 
Resolution was duly carried. 
 
It was further noted that this Resolution does not constitute a binding financial commitment 
and that any future funding agreement, budget allocation, precept provision, establishment 
of earmarked reserves and contractual arrangements shall be subject to the approval of Full 
Council following consideration of the detailed proposals. 
 

F. Lighting at The Elms Car Park  
 
RESOLVED by Councillors that the specification for lighting at The Elms Car Park be 
amended to require the installation of dimmable 50W LED lights with appropriate lighting 
controls, and that revised quotations be obtained based on the amended specification. 
Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

G. Pétanque provision in the Town  

 
RESOLVED by Councillors that the applicant be invited to submit a Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding application supported by three quotations, together with 
further information on the ownership of the proposed facility and how it would operate and 
be managed. The application is to be brought back to Full Council for further consideration. 
Voting was 11 in favour, 0 against and 2 abstentions, and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

H. Podium Rails 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to authorise the Town Clerk to seek advice from the planning 
authority and the Conservation Officer regarding the installation of the podium railings and 
to bring the matter back to Full Council for consideration of the advice received prior to the 
installation proceeding. Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

I. Podium Map 
 

RESOLVED by Councillors to delegate authority to the Working Party to undertake the 
necessary investigations into the provision of an interactive tourism sign, including obtaining 
quotations, confirming any planning permission and advertisement consent requirements, 
preparing a full financial breakdown, identifying funding options, and setting out the 
anticipated benefits to the town, and to report its findings and recommendations back to Full 
Council for consideration. Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DR 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DR 
 
 
 
 
 
DR 
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Councillor N Key arrived at the meeting. 
30 3G PITCH UPDATE: 

 
Councillors noted the verbal update from the Town Clerk on the progress of the 3G Pitch 
Project, including construction progress, programme, planning matters and grant compliance. 
 
It was noted that planning conditions and grant requirements continue to be monitored, and 
that the Letter of Intent remains in place whilst the formal JCT Design and Build Contract is 
being finalised by MGAC LLP. It was further noted that a dedicated Councillors briefing will 
be arranged to provide a more detailed update on the project, including progress, governance, 
finances and grant compliance. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DR 

31 COVENTRY BUILDING SOCIETY: 
 
Councillors received an update from Swindon Borough Councillors V Manro and S Weisinger 
on the announced closure of the Coventry Building Society located in the High Street. 
 
During the discussion, Councillors agreed that the provision of a banking hub within the 
building should be included as a future agenda item for consideration. The Town Clerk is to 
write to Coventry Building Society expressing the Council's disappointment at the decision to 
close the branch and to seek information on what support could be provided to assist 
residents with the transition to alternative banking services. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DR 

32 MEMORIAL INSPECTION PROGRAMME: 
 
Councillors discussed the Memorial Inspection Report.   
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to appoint Memsafe to undertake future memorial inspections at 
Highworth Cemetery and St Michael’s Churchyard. Voting was unanimous and the Resolution 
was duly carried. 
 

 
 
 
 

DR 

33 HIGHWORTH LINK: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to approve the renewal of the Council’s subscription to it page(s) 
in the Highworth Link Magazine for the municipal year of 2026/27. Voting was unanimous and 
the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

 
 

DR 

34 OUTSTANDING ACTIONS: 
 
The outstanding actions were reviewed, the following actions will be agenda items at a future 
meeting: 
 

• Installation of White Gates at Redlands 

• Crossing to Lower Rec  

• Swindon Borough Council (SBC) priority list  

• S106 funding – improvement to the footpath and cycle route  

• High Street one way 

• HGVS – Shrivenham Road  

• Sevenhampton 20mph scheme  
 
 

 

35 REVIEW POLICIES: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to re-adopt the following policies: 
 

a. Reserves and Balances 
b. Financial and Management Risk Report/Assessment 
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c. Internal Audit Review Check List 
 

Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

36 4 YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to establish a Working Party comprising the following councillors 
M Apps, R Williams, P Wood, T Draper, K Saunders, A Houghton and J Murphy to review 
previous consultation responses, identify areas for improvement within the town, and develop 
a draft Four-Year Strategic Plan with clear strategic priorities, measurable objectives, 
anticipated benefits and supporting evidence. The Working Party will report back to the next 
meeting of Full Council with a progress update and any recommendations. Voting was 
unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

 
 
 

DR 

37 CIVILITY AND RESPECT: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to re-affirm the Council’s commitment to the Civility and Respect 
Pledge. Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

 

38 TOWN OF CULTURE EXPRESSION OF INTEREST: 
 
Councillors noted the Expression of Interest submitted in response to the Town of Culture 
competition and the revised timetable for the announcement of the shortlisted applicants. It 
was noted that the shortlist is expected to be announced at the end of July and that the 
Council's submitted postcard will be published nationally on 2nd July 2026. Councillors 
recorded their thanks to Paul Newton-Smith for his assistance in producing the postcard 
submission. 
 

 

39 MARKET REPORT: 
 
Councillors noted the Market Report. 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to approve the purchase of approximately six additional cable 
covers to support the safe operation of the Saturday Market. The Assistant Town Clerk is to 
ensure the requested number is sufficient to support the Saturday Market and associated 
events. Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

 
 
 
 

CH 

40 HIGHWORTH TOWN FOOTBALL CLUCB (HTFC) ANNUAL TOURNAMENT: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to approve the 2027 Annual HTFC Tournament to take place on 
Friday 11th June - Sunday 13th June 2027.  Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was 
duly carried. 
 

 

41 HIGHWORTH TOWN JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB (HTJFC): 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to approve the 2027 Annual HTJFC Tournament to take place on 
Saturday 22nd May 2027. Councillors further agreed in principle to the holding of a Community 
Dog Show and the installation of a notice board, subject to the necessary approvals. It was 
noted that: 
 

• the installation of any notice board would be subject to the necessary planning 
approval from Swindon Borough Council (SBC) and would not be progressed until 
completion of the 3G Pitch Project and the outcome of the Old Golf Course proposals;  
 

• the Community Dog Show would be subject to the approval of Swindon Borough 
Council, together with the submission of an appropriate Event Management Plan to 
the Swindon Borough Council Events Safety Advisory Group (ESAG); and  
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• given the timescales involved, it may be more appropriate for the Community Dog 
Show to be considered for 2027.  

 
Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

42 MEMBERS’ BUSINESS: 
 
Councillor N Gardiner:  
 

a. Advised that the SBC Cabinet meeting scheduled for the following day would 
consider a number of matters, including the revised timetable for Regulation 19 of 
the Local Plan, ahead of consideration by Full Council on 6th August 2026.  

 
b. Provided an update on the proposal to revitalise and refresh the Homeline service 

and will share with the Town Clerk for circulation. 
 

 
Councillor P Heaton:  
 

a. Raised concerns regarding ongoing fly-tipping at both ends of Lechlade Road and 
queried whether the existing barrier could be brought further forward to help deter 
further incidents. Councillor N Gardiner advised that he was seeking the installation 
of a camera in the area to help address the issue. 
 

b. Raised concerns regarding the condition of Cricklade Road, advising that the road 
surface had largely deteriorated into the gutters, he further advised that he had 
submitted 4 requests over the previous 12 months for the gullies to be cleaned. 
Councillor N Gardiner confirmed that he would follow the matter up with SBC, as it 
fell within his portfolio. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NG 
 

 
 
 
 

NG 
 
 
 

     NG 
 
 
 
 

 
 

43 RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to exclude members of the press and public from Agenda item 19 
– Habitual and vexatious complainant policy due to the confidential nature of the business to 
be transacted, which is likely to involve the disclosure of personal information relating to an 
identifiable individual. 
 
Councillors unanimously agreed and the Resolution was duly carried. 
 

 

44 HABITUAL AND VEXATIOUS COMPLAINANT POLICY: 
 
RESOLVED by Councillors to approve the recommendation to implement the Habitual and 
Vexatious Complainant Policy in relation to a habitual complainant. The Chairman is to write 
to the resident to advise them of this decision. Voting was unanimous and the Resolution 
was duly carried. 
 

 

  
MEETING CLOSED AT  20:28 PM 

 

 

 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………….                                              Date: ……………………………. 


