3 GILBERTS LANE
HIGHWORTH SN6 7FB
01793 762377
www.highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

FULL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

TUESDAY 28™ JULY 2026
Present:
Councillors: J Murphy (Chairman), M Apps, S Apps, T Draper, | Durnin-Duffy,
F Freeman-Inglis, N Gardiner, P Heaton, A Houghton, V Manro,
K Saunders, R Williams and P Wood
Town Clerk: D Rose

Assistant Town Clerk: C Haines

Members of the Public: 5

Apologies: N Key (Away) and S Weisinger (Away)

Action

45 | DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:

None

46 | PUBLIC QUESTION TIME & CORRESPONDENCE (Maximum 10 Minutes):

a. Councillors noted the letter from the Department of Culture, Media and Sport
regarding the application for UK Town of Culture.

The Town Clerk was thanked for the work undertaken to prepare the application at such short
notice. Thanks, were also extended to the member of the public who kindly designed the
postcard.

47 | MINUTES OF THE MEETING:

RESOLVED to confirm and sign the Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Full Council Meeting held
on Tuesday 30" June 2026.

48 | COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES:

a. Neighbourhood Plan — 8" April 2026
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b. Planning — 2" June 2026

The Committee Meeting Minutes were noted.

49

REPORTS BY SWINDON BOROUGH COUNCILLORS:
Councillor V Manro:
Meetings Attended

Audit Committee

Full Council

Build a Greener Swindon

Police and Crime Commissioner Panel
Wiltshire Pension Fund Committee
Swindon Licensing Committee
Planning Committee

Standards Committee

Education Transport appeals panel

Resident Casework

Drainage issues

Potholes and road surface concerns

Traffic and parking problems

Utility disruptions and roadworks

Council housing maintenance

Fly-tipping reports

Ongoing support for individual resident concerns

Support for Elderly Residents

Cost of living has caused hardship for some residents
Assisting affected residents with advice and support, eviction notice

Highways & Infrastructure

20mph speed limit for Sevenhampton still pending

Continued work with officers to progress implementation

Developments ensuring infrastructure improvements accompany growth
Responding to resident queries on planning applications

Involved in discussions with residents on the 3G football pitch

Police & Crime Commissioner Work

Raised issues including:

Speed management

Neighbourhood policing

Customer contact centre improvements

Wiltshire has low recorded crime rates, but under-reporting remains a concern
Encouraging residents to report all crimes, as funding is partly based on recorded
incidents

Improvements made by Wiltshire Police in call handling and response times

Councillor K Saunders reported that he had recently contacted the police on two occasions
to report crimes. He stated that he had been advised that, in the absence of CCTV footage
or witnesses, the incidents would not be recorded.

FC14




Councillor V Munro advised that he would look into the matter, noting that if incidents are VM
not recorded, they will not be reflected in crime statistics.
Councillor S Weisinger:
Councillor Surgery Highworth
Full Council Swindon Borough Council (SBC) - Mayor Making
Audit committee SBC
Standards Committee SBC
Dealing with issues for residents
50 | REPORTS BY REPRESENTATIVES:
a. Highworth Action for Fair Trade — Councillor T Draper
Councillor T Draper reported she is still waiting to hear when a meeting will take
place and expects it won't be until after the summer. ™
Councillor J Murphy suggested contacting Bradford-on-Avon as they may be able to
assist.
b. Highworth Community Partnership Group — Councillor K Saunders
Members of the committee participated in the Highworth Arts and Literary Festival.
However, as the committee was not quorate, the June meeting was cancelled at
short notice.
c. Highworth Twinning Association — Councillor | Durnin-Duffy
Attended their first meeting since being elected. Future twinning opportunities were
discussed, and it was noted that further details on the proposed arrangements will
be available at the September meeting.
d. Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) - Councillor S Apps
The Wiltshire & Swindon LNRS has moved into the implementation phase. Training
sessions for councillors on the use of the LNRS in planning and land management
are being developed, with dates to be confirmed, once known | will share details.
The Council will have a role in supporting local delivery by identifying nature
recovery priorities and projects. Project ideas can be submitted via the LNRS
Expression of Interest form. It was reported that there are currently no specific
issues affecting the parish.
e. Rural Market Towns Group - Councillor A Houghton
| was due to attend the RMTG Young People Sounding Board, which was intended
to be an interactive discussion on how Market Towns can better address the needs
of young people. Unfortunately, the event was cancelled at short notice. | will
monitor for a rescheduled date and, if any other councillors are interested in
attending, | will circulate the invitation when it is received.
f.  Swindon Local Council Forum — Councillor | Durnin-Duffy & Councillor J

Murphy
Councillor | Durnin-Duffy attended a meeting on 18th June 2026, the minutes have
not yet been published, the following points were highlighted:

¢ What constitutes a large council, with examples including a precept of
approximately £1 million and an electorate of around 8,000.

e Weed spraying and street sweeping were discussed. A timetable for these
services is expected shortly and will be circulated to clerks.

¢ Opportunities for joint procurement are being explored to enable councils to
share expertise and resources.
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¢ It was noted that Kathy Sherratt, Head of Operational Property is leaving
SBC. At the time of the meeting, no replacement had been appointed.

g. Visit Highworth Limited (VHL) — Councillor N Gardiner
VHL remains entirely volunteer-run and financially independent. Its position has
improved, but continued fundraising is needed to keep the Visitor Centre open.
It has expanded workshops, local artist support, merchandise and events, alongside
launching a new website and sales system.
Highlights included the VE Day exhibition attracting 420 visitors, successful craft
fairs and the return of the Highworth Art and Literature Festival.
Plans include 10,000 new promotional leaflets, continued town tours and closer work
with the Historical Society. VHL would welcome Council support in promoting
Highworth as a destination.
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) also considered updated governing rules,
share-capital arrangements and election of the committee.

51

OUTSTANDING ACTIONS:
The outstanding actions were reviewed.

Councillor N Gardiner advised that a meeting has been arranged with a Swindon Borough
Council (SBC) officer to carry out a site walkaround and discuss the outstanding actions
listed below. Updates from the meeting will be reported to the next meeting of the Full
Council.

Installation of White Gates at Redlands

Crossing to the Lower Rec

Swindon Borough Council (SBC) priority list

S106 funding — improvement to the footpath and cycle route
High Street one way

HGVS - Shrivenham Road

g. Sevenhampton 20mph scheme
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52

ACCOUNTS:

The Accounts listed on pages FC.19 to FC.43 were accepted and the payments of Bills were
duly authorised.

53

ADOBE ACROBAT FOR TEAMS:

RESOLVED by Councillors to approve the annual purchase of Adobe Acrobat Pro for
Teams. Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried.

DR

54

4-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN:

Councillors noted the update from the 4-Year Strategic Plan Working Party.

55

CIL AND GRANT FUNDING BIDS:

Councillors noted that no applications have been received for the July 2026 CIL/Grant
Funding application window.

56

GRANTS FUNDING REPORTS:

Councillors noted the withdrawal of the Bertha’s Table Grant by the applicant, and noted the
reports provided by the following grant recipients:

a. Highworth Arts and Literature Festival
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b. Jazz Festival 2026 — No report received
RESOLVED by Councillors that the Town Clerk write to the Jazz Festival organisers to
make it clear that feedback is required and that the agreed process has not been followed.

Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried. DR
57 | LIBRARY STATISTICS:
Councillors noted the library usage data received from SBC and the attendance figures for
the Citizen Advice Bureau (CAB) sessions.
58 | DANTER’S FUN FAIR:
RESOLVED by Councillors to approve the three-year charge of £3307.50 for Danter's Fun
Fair for 2026, 2027 and 2028, this is an increase of 5% to ensure the charge remains
aligned with inflation. Voting was 11 in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention and the
Resolution was duly carried.
59 | GAZEBO:
RESOLVED by Councillors to approve the Town Clerk to purchase a gazebo for use at DR
events, including graphics, sides and weights, with a total budget of up to £2,000. Voting
was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried.
60 | CIRCUS GINNETT:
RESOLVED by Councillors to approve the request from the Circus to amend their proposed
date of attendance to 17th August to 23rd August 2026 at the Lower Recreation Ground.
Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried.
61 | SWINDON WIDE HISTORY FESTIVAL:
RESOLVED by Councillors to accept the invitation to participate in the Swindon wide
History Festival. Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried.
It was noted that it is hoped the Council can work collaboratively with the Historical Society IM
and Visit Highworth Limited (VHL) to support and enhance the event. Councillors J Murphy, KS
K Saunders and R Williams will meet to discuss and agree the arrangements for the day. RW
62 | AUTUMN THEMED MARKET:
RESOLVED by Councillors to approve the proposal for a themed Market on Saturday 315t
October 2026. When promoting the themed market, consideration should be given to the
fact that not all members of the community celebrate Halloween. It was agreed that the
event should be promoted inclusively, incorporating both Halloween and autumn-themed
elements to ensure it is welcoming and accessible to all members of the community. Voting
was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried.
63 | SPLITTING USAGE OF THE PODIUM:

RESOLVED by Councillors to approve the sharing of the use of the podium on Saturdays.
This arrangement will allow for increased use of the facility, with bookings continuing to be
managed through the office in the usual manner. Voting was unanimous and the
Resolution was duly carried.

The Town Clerk thanked Councillor K Saunders for organising and providing games on the
podium during the Saturday Market. The activity has been very popular, and the office has
received many positive comments and expressions of thanks from members of the public.
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64 | PARKING AND BLUE BADGE PARKING:
Councillor S Weisinger advised a meeting has been arranged for Friday 7" August 2026
with SBC Head of Highways & Transport to discuss the car parks and blue badge parking.
An update will be provided at a future meeting.

65 | MEMBERS’ BUSINESS:
Councillor K Saunders: Vehicles being left in the Market Square on Saturday mornings
during Market set-up are becoming an increasing issue. With the growth in the number of
stalls, this is creating difficulties for traders and organisers when preparing the market area.
| would suggest that updated signage may help to address the issue.

66 | RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS:
RESOLVED by Councillors in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act
1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of Agenda Item
24 — Staffing Committee due to the confidential nature of a staffing matter
Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried.

67 | STAFFING COMMITTEE:
RESOLVED by Councillor to approve the recommendation from the Staffing Committee.
Voting was unanimous and the Resolution was duly carried.

MEETING CLOSED AT 20:08 PM
SIBNEA: ettt e Date: .oeeeeece e
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