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3 GILBERTS LANE 
HIGHWORTH SN6 7FB 

01793 762377 
PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2026 

Present:                                  

Councillors:                                        J Murphy (Chairman) S Apps, I Durnin-Duffy, F Freeman-Inglis,          

K Saunders and R Williams 

                                  

Town Clerk:                                        D Rose  

Assistant Town Clerk:                       C Haines 

 

Members of the Public:                     1 

Apologies:  N Key (childcare) 

 

28 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: 

Councillor K Saunders declared an interest in agenda item 5(a) planning application – 

S26/1020/ HAPA, as he is part of Friends of Pentylands Country Park.  Councillor K 

Saunders abstained from voting. 

Councillor S Apps declared an interest in agenda item 5(b) planning application - 

S/ADV/26/1050 HAPA, as he is in contact with the Church regarding other business. 

Councillor S Apps did not participate in the debate and abstained from voting. 

 

29 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND CORRESPONDENCE: (Maximum 10 Minutes) 

a. Coventry Building Society – Highworth Branch Closure 

The Council received a response from Coventry Building Society confirming that 

the Highworth branch will close on 28th August 2026. The Society stated that the 

decision followed a review of branch usage, noting a 39% reduction in transactions 

over the past eight years and significantly lower usage than elsewhere in its 

network. 

 

The Society acknowledged the Council’s concerns regarding the impact on older 

and vulnerable residents and outlined measures to support customers, including 

direct contact with affected members, additional assistance from branch staff, 

digital banking support sessions and signposting to relevant organisations. 

Following closure, customers will be able to use the Swindon branch, approximately 

seven miles away, and the Wootton Bassett branch for certain services. Telephone, 

postal and digital services will also remain available. 

 

The Society confirmed that the decision to close the branch is final, but welcomed 

further discussions with the Council regarding the impact on residents and the 

support available during the transition. 
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The Planning Committee received correspondence from a member of the public 

regarding Planning Application S/ADV/26/1050 HAPA, submitted retrospectively 

for the display of three free-standing noticeboards at St Michael’s Church. 

The resident objected particularly to the new noticeboard on Vicarage Lane, stating 

that it is in a new location and is visually intrusive within the Conservation Area. 

Concerns were also raised regarding the height, size and colour of the board and 

its impact on the character and appearance of Vicarage Lane. 

The resident also expressed concern that the photographs submitted with the 

planning application do not accurately demonstrate the visual impact of the 

Vicarage Lane noticeboard, as they were taken from a considerably greater 

distance than photographs of the other boards. 

30 MINUTES OF THE MEETING: 

RESOLVED to confirm and sign the Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Planning Committee 

Meeting held on Tuesday 11th August 2026. 

 

 

31 PLANNING PERMISSIONS AND REFUSALS: 

PERMISSIONS: 

a. NONE 
 

REFUSALS:  

b. NONE 
 

 

32 PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
 

a. S/26/1020 HAPA – Erection of a detached Tractor Store: Arthurs 
Meadow, Pentylands Lane, Highworth SN6 7FR. Councillors 
Recommend Acceptance subject to the tractor store to which this 
consent relates shall not be used other than for purposes incidental to the 
residential use of Arthurs Meadow and it shall not be rented out or 
otherwise occupied or used for any other purpose. Also to ensure root 
protection on the hedge as the proposed tractor store looks very close to 
the boundary line. 

b. S/ADV/26/1050 HAPA – Display of 3no. free standing notice board signs 
(retrospective): St Michaels Church. Lechlade Road, Highworth SN6 
7HG.  Councillors Recommend Refusal on the grounds of amenity in 
that the sign erected in Vicarage Lane is not in keeping with the character 
and appearance of the area, particularly given the historic age of the 
properties along the lane, and the size of the sign in terms of mass is 
obtrusive. Furthermore, from a pedestrian and highway perspective the 
positioning of the sign creates a safety concern, as pedestrians wishing to 
read it would need to stand in the road due to its location, the positioning 
and size of the sign blocks drivers’ visibility of pedestrians and 
pedestrians view of motor vehicles when they are walking up the lane. 
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33 MEMBERS’ BUSINESS: 

Councillor I Durnin Duffy: Noted that the signage barriers at Westrop have been removed. 

  

 MEETING CLOSED 18:57 PM  

 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………….  Date: ………………………………………………... 
 
 
 
 


