3 GILBERTS LANE
HIGHWORTH SN6 7FB
01793 762377
www.highworthtowncouncil.gov.uk

EXTRA ORDINARY FULL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY 25™ AUGUST 2026

Present:

Councillors: J Murphy (Chairman), M Apps, S Apps, T Draper, | Durnin-Duffy,
F Freeman-Inglis, P Heaton, A Houghton, N Key and P Wood

Town Clerk: D Rose

Members of the Public: 3

Apologies:

N Gardiner (Declaration of Interest) V Manro (Away) K Saunders (unwell)
S Weisinger (Work Commitment) and R Williams (Declaration of Interest)

Action

68

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:

Councillor | Durnin-Duffy declared an interest in agenda item 4 - Halo as a Trustee of the
Highworth Recreation Centre Charity. He left the meeting room for the duration of the item,
took no part in the discussion or the vote, and returned to the meeting following its conclusion.

69

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME & CORRESPONDENCE (Maximum 10 Minutes):

None

70

MINUTES OF THE MEETING:

RESOLVED to confirm and sign the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday
28" July 2026.

71

HALO:

RESOLVED by Councillors that, subject to the Town Clerk being satisfied with VWV’s
clarification of what was meant by “high-level” advice, VWV be appointed to undertake the
legal work relating to the proposed financial support for Highworth Recreation Centre, at the
cost set out in its quotation. The Town Clerk was authorised to instruct VWV and progress
the work accordingly. Should the proposed financial support arrangement proceed, the
associated legal costs would be deducted from the £50,000 Year 1 grant. Councillor S
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Weisinger was appointed to attend relevant discussions with the Town Clerk and VWV
during the development of the proposed arrangements. Voting was unanimous and the
resolution was duly carried.

72

MEMBERS’ BUSINESS:

Councillor P Heaton: raised concerns that overgrown roadside verges were impairing
drivers visibility, particularly at the Freke Arms Junction on Blunsdon Road. It was also
reported that reflective bollards at the junction had been damaged during recent works and
that rubbish exposed following the cutting back of verges on Highworth Road had been left
at the roadside. Councillor P Heaton was advised to report these matters to Councillor N
Gardiner, Swindon Borough Council (SBC) Cabinet Member for Highways, and to copy in
the Town Clerk.

Councillor | Durnin-Duffy: Thanks were extended to Councillor V Mano regarding the road
sign in Westrop. It was noted that a large tree stump remained in front of the post box, and
the Grounds Team would arrange for its removal.
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MEETING CLOSED AT 19:40PM
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